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AbstractMorphometric studies are useful for delineating
the shapes of various populations and species over
geographical ranges and as evidence of regional differ-
ences in crustaceans. Hydrological fluctuations in a
floodplain system modulate the dispersal and presence
of decapods among habitats and constitute an important
macrofactor that regulate other environmental variables
and which could explain the richness, distribution and
abundance of organisms that live in these systems.
Morphological variations among populations of the
freshwater prawn Macrobrachium borellii in a floodplain
system at a microgeographical scale were studied using
geometric morphometrics. Carapace structure was rep-
resented using 16 digitised landmarks. Allometry and
sexual dimorphism was tested. Variation in shape was
explored via Principal Component Analysis. Canonical
Variate Analyses was applied to compare the differences
in shape between species’ populations. The correlations
and covariations among shapes and hydrometric level,
current velocity, geographical location and hydrologic
distances were analysed. The average carapace shape
was different between sexes in all sites. Populations that
were near each other in terms of hydrological distance
had similar shapes, but all of the populations differed in
shape from the farthest population. The environmental
variables were not good predictors of the carapace
shape. Instead, the shape was strongly related to the
hydrologic distance and geographical location. The

swimming characteristics of these prawns and their
passive movements, together with the dynamics of a
floodplain system, explain the low morphological vari-
ation between populations in this study. The dynamic
characteristics of the system influence the dispersal of
the prawns and allow populations to remain connected.

Keywords Morphological variation Æ Geometric
morphometric Æ Freshwater prawn Æ Populations Æ
Floodplain system Æ Macrobrachium

Introduction

Throughout the history of biology various perspectives
in the analysis of forms have been developed, e.g. bio-
metric morphology (Huxley 1932), functional morphol-
ogy (Bock 1999), structural morphology (Seilacher
1970), and theoretical morphology (McGhee 1999).
Geometric morphometrics (GM) have emerged as
method for comparing organisms’ shapes, providing a
powerful technique in the quantitative biologists’ rep-
ertoire for the study of shape variation and the identi-
fication of its causes (Corti 1993; Rohlf and Marcus
1993). This method generates a set of shape variables
that can be used to test statistical hypotheses and to
provide a means of visually describing patterns of shape
differences in the data (Adams et al. 2013; Klingenberg
2013). Particularly, morphometric studies are useful for
delineating the shapes of various populations and spe-
cies over geographical ranges and as evidence of regional
differences in crustaceans (Rufino et al. 2006; Konan
et al. 2010; Silva et al. 2010; Srijaya et al. 2010). Thus,
GM could be a good tool for comparing populations of
crustacean decapods. Previous studies have used GM to
compare populations of several species of freshwater
decapods (Giri and Collins 2004; Giri and Loy 2008;
Barrı́a et al. 2011; Idaszkin et al. 2013). However, the use
of GM to study prawns is still rare (Bissaro et al. 2012;
Zimmermann et al. 2012).
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For freshwater decapods that live in a floodplain
system, populations move continually within each
aquatic environment of the system. These movements
can be induced by both biotic and abiotic factors in a
dynamic system, and they occur over different spatial
and temporal scales (Williner et al. 2010). For example,
hydrological fluctuations in a floodplain system have a
modulating effect on the dispersal and presence of
decapods in a particular habitat (Fernandez and Collins
2002; Collins et al. 2007; Williner et al. 2009). The reg-
ular movements of floodplain-living decapods can be
characterised as displacements within lakes, ponds or
rivers that can occur in either a passive or active manner
(Williner et al. 2009). This is the case for the freshwater
prawn Macrobrachium borellii (Nobili 1896) (Family
Palaemonidae), which is widely distributed in the La
Plata Basin of northern Argentina, Paraguay and
southern Brazil (Morrone and Lopretto 1995).

Natural river landscapes are often characterised by
extensive floodplains that influence the system’s spatial
and biological dynamics (Ward et al. 2002; Winemiller
2004). These are characterised by a high diversity of
environments and by the particular hydrological regime.
The distinctiveness of these macrosystems affects the
dynamics and the relationships among populations
(Williner et al. 2010).

The movements of some species are related to the
spatial and temporal dynamics of the environment in the
context of a floodplain system. Dispersal is related to the
movements of organisms, and it is defined as a move-
ment of a specified distance or from one predefined
patch to another (Bennetts et al. 2003). The hydrologic

regime of a floodplain system tends to homogenise
populations between water bodies in high water periods,
decreasing the differences between the populations of
nearby sites (Gomes et al. 2012). Therefore, hydrological
fluctuations constitute an important macrofactor that
regulate environmental variables and can explain the
richness, distribution and abundance of organisms that
live in these systems (Neiff et al. 2001; Winemiller 2004;
Rossi et al. 2007; Mayora et al. 2013). Moreover, the
flow of the water current acquires a relative importance
in systems with floodplains because currents have an
effect on faunal distribution and the movement of
aquatic invertebrates (Olden et al. 2004).

In the present study we analyse the geometric shape
variation of populations of the freshwater prawn M.
borellii with the aim to infer and explain the morpho-
logical variations at a microgeographical scale in the
context of a floodplain system.

Materials and methods

Sampling

Individuals of the freshwater prawn Macrobrachium
borellii were collected between October and November
of 2011 with hand nets at sites on the Saladillo Stream
(SS: 30�17¢46.26¢¢S; 60�05¢17.58¢¢W), Paraná River (San
Javier River (SJR: 30�34¢12.66¢¢S; 59�35¢39.45¢¢W),
Santa Fe River (SFR: 31�36¢33.28¢¢S; 60�40¢48.40¢¢W),
Salado River (SR: 31�37¢30.11¢¢S; 60�45¢42.32¢¢W) and
Coronda River (CR: 31�43¢32.93¢¢S; 60�45¢22.47¢¢W).

Fig. 1 Sample sites: SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda
River, MR Miriñay River
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Additionally, prawns were sampled from the Miriñay
River (MR: 30�10¢38.39¢¢S; 57�35¢59.37¢¢W), a tributary
of the Uruguay River (Fig. 1). The hydrologic distances
were measured with Google Earth, taking into account
the nearest road by river connectivity (Table 1). To
characterise each site, the pH and conductivity were
measured with a digital sensor (HANNA 198130). Data
on the hydrometric level and current velocity were ob-
tained from the local ports, Facultad de Ingenierı́a
Hı́drica (Universidad Nacional del Litoral) and the
Prefectura Naval.

A total of 147 prawns were sampled and analysed, of
which 24 prawns (14 females and 10 males) were col-
lected from SS, 8 (4 females and 4 males) were collected
from SJR, 22 (8 females and 14 males) were collected
from SFR, 25 (16 females and 9 males) were collected
from SR and 43 (28 females and 15 males) were collected
from CR. The Miriñay site was represented by 25
prawns (8 females and 17 males).

Data acquisition

Digital images of the left side of the carapace of the
sampled prawns were taken using a Sony Cyber-shot
digital camera with a 12.1 mp resolution. Configurations
of landmarks were digitised with the tpsDig 2.17 pro-
gram (Rohlf 2013). The carapace structure was repre-
sented using 16 digitised landmarks (Type I: LMs #1–10)
(Bookstein 1991) and curvature maxima (Type II: LMs
#11–16) (Fig. 2). A representation of the overall rostrum
shape was obtained by placing landmarks on the teeth of
the rostrum, and homologies were evaluated by counting
the minimum number of teeth of each sampled prawn,
starting with the postorbital teeth. The rostral formula
for the sampled prawns was 6�12

2�4 (6–12 spines of supe-
rior margin; 2–4 spines of inferior margin), similar to
that found by Boschi (1981).

Geometric morphometric analysis

Geometric morphometrics analyse the relative positions
of anatomical landmarks and sets of points used to
approximate curves (outlines) and surfaces to quantify
an object’s size and shape (Adams et al. 2004). For this
analysis, shape components associated with position,

rotation, translation and size were removed by a Pro-
crustes fit in the MorphoJ program (Klingenberg 2011).
Variation in shape was explored via a Principal Com-
ponent Analysis (PCA) applied to the Procrustes coor-
dinates. Allometry was tested with a multivariate
regression using the log of the centroid size as the
independent variable and the Procrustes coordinate as
dependent variable. Sexual dimorphism was tested with
discriminant analysis using the Procrustes coordinates.
Permutations were used to establish the significance of
each test statistic: 10,000 permutations for the multi-
variate regression and 1,000 permutations for the dis-
criminant analysis (Klingenberg 2011).

To compare the differences in shape between popu-
lations in a pairwise manner, Procrustes pairwise per-
mutation tests (using Procrustes distances test) with
Canonical Variate Analyses (CVA) were applied using
the programme MorphoJ with 10,000 permutations. It is
used to separate known groups in the data and provides
an ordination that maximizes the separation of the
group means relative to the variation within groups.
Group membership is assumed to be known a priori
(Darlington et al. 1973).

The dissimilarity analysis (UPGMA) using the matrix
of pairwise Procrustes distances between the mean shape
of each population is also presented. The software pro-
gramme tpsRegr was used to obtain the mean shape of
the overall shape (Rohlf 2007).

The differences in the environmental variables (pH,
conductivity), hydrometric level and current velocity
between sites were evaluated with a non-parametric Chi
squared test. The correlations and covariations among
shapes and hydrometric level, current velocity and geo-
graphical location (altitude and longitude) were ana-

Table 1 Hydrologic distances (km) between the sample sites

Sites SS SJR RS SR CR MR

SS – 350 150 160 180 1,180
SJR 350 – 200 240 230 1,230
SFR 150 200 – 10 30 1,030
SR 160 240 10 – 20 1,020
CR 180 230 30 20 – 1,000
MR 1,180 1,230 1,030 1,020 1,000 –

SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MRMiriñay River

Fig. 2 Left side of the carapace of the prawn M. borellii with the
configuration of the 16 landmarks
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lysed with the software tpsPLS (Rohlf 2006) using a
permutation test with 99 randomisations. tpsPLS applies
the two-block partial least-squares analysis, analysing
the covariation between shape and a set of variables
(Rohlf 2006). In this analysis, the two sets of variables
are treated symmetrically rather than using one set of
variables (independent variables) to predict variation in
the other set of variables (dependent variables) (Rohlf
and Corti 2000). We used this type of analysis to
examine whether the shape variations of the populations
were related to hydrometric level, current velocity and
geographical location of each river.

Morphological divergence among populations was
related to hydrologic distances. Non-Euclidean distances
between populations in the carapace shape (Procrustes
distances) were compared with the corresponding
matrices of pairwise hydrologic distances between sam-
pling sites using Mantel tests.

Results

All populations exhibited non-allometric relationships
between the carapace shape and the log centroid, and
none had a statistically significant relationship (Table 2).
The shape of the carapace was significantly different
between females and males in most sites, though there
was no difference between sexes in the CR site (Table 3).

The shape of the carapace was more variable on the
first axis (PC1) in female (57.04 %) and male (53.85 %)
prawns. The individuals were ordered along two axes,
PC1 and PC2 (10.69 % for females and 16.80 % for
males) by site. In this analysis, the populations had a
high degree of overlap with respect to the carapace
shape, except the Miriñay River population, which dif-
fered more in shape from the others. The differences in
shape between females and males are shown on the
rostrum (Fig. 3). Male prawns had finer (LMs #2 and
11) and longer rostrum than females (LMs #2–7) in
relation to the carapace. The carapace was smaller in
males than females, with a taller posterior region (LMs
#1, 14 and 16) and longer carapace (LMs #1 and 2) in
females. A difference in the length and the orientation of

the rostrum (LMs #7 and 8) was observed between the
individuals from different sites, with individuals from
site MR having a slightly longer rostrum that was ori-
ented more upward (LM #7 and LM #6) than the other
sampled individuals. These differences were more pro-
nounced in males (Fig. 3). In this manner, the shape of
the prawns from MR differed from the other popula-
tions (SS, SJR, SFR, SR and CR). The carapace shape
was more compressed in the MR population in females
and males (LMs #12, 13 and 14). Moreover, the varia-
tion in shape among populations showed that the cara-
pace of females was more similar among the sites than
the carapace of males (Fig. 3).

The Procrustes distances tests among groups with
CVA showed that the populations that were closest to
one another (SS, SJR, SFR, SR and CR) in terms of
hydrological distances (Table 4; Fig. 4) were not statis-
tically significantly different in carapace shape but that
all of those populations were different from the popu-
lation at the Miriñay River, the site farthest from the
others (Table 4; Fig. 4). This pattern was generally ob-
served for females and males, but there were some
exceptions. There were no statistically significant differ-
ences in shape between the MR and SFR sites for fe-
males and between the MR and SJR sites for males.
Males also presented differences in shape between the
SFR and SR sites and the CR and SS sites (Table 4).
For females and males, the highest Procrustes distance
values corresponded to the comparisons of the MR site
with the other sites (Table 4). The UPGMA over the
Procrustes distances of each carapace shape between
sites presented similar patterns for females and males.
The populations that were closest together were more
similar in shape to one another than to the population
from the site farthest away (Fig. 5).

The environmental variables measured at each site
are shown in Table 5. The conductivity was significantly
different between the sites (v2 = 3,227.2125,
p < 0.00001). The Salado River site and the Saladillo
Stream site exhibited a higher conductivity than the sites
along the Paraná and Uruguay Rivers (Table 5). How-
ever, the other variables were not significantly different
between the sites (pH: v2 = 0.4354, p = 0.99; hydro-

Table 2 Intrapopulation multivariate regression (shape–log cen-
troid size) with the carapace shape

Sites Carapace shape

p value % Predicted

SS 0.8993 1.1706
SJR – –
SFR 0.4033 4.2552
SR 0.1779 6.4101
CR 0.1296 4.1548
MR 0.0654 9.2353

SJR site was n < 10 prawns
SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River
(Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MR Miriñay
River

Table 3 Intrapopulation discriminant analysis of the carapace
shape between sexes (shape–sex)

Sites Carapace shape

p value T square

SS <0.0001 1,028.9901
SJR – –
SFR 0.0020 491.3487
SR 0.0380 283.2380
CR 0.0620 178.9161
MR <0.0001 930.3243

Site SJR had n < 10 prawns
SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River
(Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MR Miriñay
River
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metric level: v2 = 1.0194, p = 0.96; current velocity:
v2 = 1.879, p = 0.86).

The carapace shape of female prawns showed small
and non significant correlations between hydrometric
level, current velocity and geographical location of
sites along the first and second dimensions (Table 6).
Moreover, the male prawns showed higher significant
correlations in dimension 1 than females and weak
and non-significant correlations in dimension 2. On
the other hand, the covariance revealed high values
for females and males in dimension 1, but these shape
variations did not have significant linear relationships
with hydrometric level, current velocity or geograph-

ical location (Table 6). Despite the weak correlations
and lack of significant covariation, the driver of the
variation in shape between the MR site and other
sites was the geographical location (latitude and lon-
gitude) (Fig. 6). The hydrometric level and current
velocity had little influence on the shape. On the other
hand, despite the similarities in shape between nearby
sites, geographical location was the variable that most
influenced the shape in both dimensions 1 and 2
(Fig. 6).

The correlation between the hydrologic distance and
carapace shape for females was highly positive and near
the level of significance (Mantel test, r = 0.8981,

Fig. 3 Grids representing the variation in the mean shape of the carapace. These data include the variation in the shapes of the carapace of
both female and male prawns. SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR
Coronda River, MR Miriñay River
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p = 0.0586), whereas for males, the correlation was
weaker and non-significant (Mantel test, r = 0.6497,
p = 0.1284). Overall, the carapace shape was strongly
related to the hydrologic distance.

Discussion

The shape of the carapace was different between males
and females in most of the populations. This sexual
dimorphism in the carapace has been found in many
geometric morphometric studies in decapods, in which

authors have reported a wider posterior carapace region
in females of freshwater crab species of the genus Aegla
(Leach 1820), which is most likely linked to the wider
pleon required by females to carry eggs (Giri and Collins
2004; Giri and Loy 2008; Barrı́a et al. 2011). In this study,
females had a taller and longer carapace than males
which should result in a greater relative volume for gonad
development within the carapace (Hartnoll 1985). These
differences on carapace length between males and females
were also observed on the shrimp Xiphopenaeus kroyeri
(Heller 1862) by Bissaro et al. (2012) and on Palae-
monetes antennarius (Anastasiadou et al. 2009).

Table 4 Procrustes pairwise permutation tests with canonical variate analyses (CVA) between carapace shapes of populations

Sites Carapace shape (females)

SS SJR SFR SR CR MR

SS – 0.0234 0.0271 0.0113 0.0208 0.0518
SJR 0.3330 – 0.0368 0.0296 0.0296 0.0586
SFR 0.1885 0.1718 – 0.0230 0.0218 0.0315
SR 0.9443 0.8694 0.4751 – 0.0177 0.0467
CR 0.2832 0.3588 0.3327 0.3877 – 0.0445
MR 0.0174 0.0008 0.0796 0.0363 0.0074 –

Carapace shape (males)

SS SJR SFR SR CR MR

SS – 0.0304 0.0434 0.0381 0.0411 0.0572
SJR 0.5309 – 0.0344 0.0247 0.0232 0.0397
SFR 0.0839 0.4178 – 0.0461 0.0287 0.0577
SR 0.0818 0.6175 0.0360 – 0.0304 0.0391
CR 0.0421 0.7265 0.1720 0.0947 – 0.0384
MR 0.0049 0.2558 0.0038 0.0439 0.0291 –

The upper right triangle gives the procrustes distances among sites and the lower left triangle gives the p values from permutation tests for
procrustes distances among population shapes
SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MRMiriñay River

Fig. 4 Graphics of canonical variate analyses (CVA) with procrustes pairwise permutation tests between carapace shapes of populations.
CV1 (canonical variate of axis 1), CV2 (canonical variate of axis 2). a Females and b males. SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River,
SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MR Miriñay River
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Moreover, the high degree of variation in shape of
Macrobrachium borellii was represented by the dis-
placement of the upper teeth to the left or the right in the
rostrum. This displacement was affected by the variable
number of spines on the upper and lower margins of the
rostrum in this species. The variation in the number of
teeth in the rostrum of freshwater prawns, including M.
borellii, has been reported by Ringuelet (1949). Addi-
tionally, Garcı́a-Dávila et al. (2005) showed high intra-
population variability in the number of teeth in
populations of Palaemonetes spp. The rostrum of M.
borellii differed in shape and size between females and
males in most populations. The longer and finer rostrum

of males is explained by the sex difference in decapods,
which is related to territorial defence, combat, display
and courtship (Boschi 1981; Collins 2001). Nevertheless,
the role of the rostrum in the general behavioural pat-
tern is discussed. In shrimp, the rostrum is known to be
related to sexual segregation, sexual maturity and size,
habitat, mating behaviour, swimming behaviour and
feeding (Kapiris and Thessalou-Legaki 2001).

The flow of water currents becomes particularly
important in systems with floodplains because the flow
regime organises the river ecosystem. In rivers, the
physical structure of the environment and thus the
habitat is influenced largely by physical processes,

Table 5 Environmental variables measured in each sample site

Sites pH Conductivity (ls cm�1) Hydrometric level (m) Current velocity (m s�1)

SS 8.02 760 1.69 0.28
SJR 8.29 130 3.92 0.40
SFR 8.02 90 3.55 0.26
SR 7.87 1,470 3.98 0.29
CR 7.94 390 3.86 0.29
MR 5.80 30 3.87 0.36

SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MRMiriñay River

Table 6 Correlations and covariations between the carapace shapes of the sites and hydrometric level, current velocity, geographical
location

Hydrometric level, current velocity, geographical location Carapace shape

Females Males

Correlation value p value Correlation value p value

Dimension 1 0.3413 0.0500 0.5796 0.0100
Dimension 2 0.3546 0.0900 0.3438 0.1400

% Covariance p value % Covariance p value

Dimension 1 0.6996 0.6500 0.7320 0.3600
Dimension 2 0.2732 0.2100 0.2376 0.4700

Fig. 5 Unweighted pair group method with arithmetic mean (UPGMA) over the procrustes distances of each carapace shape between
sites: a females and b males. SS Saladillo Stream, SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR
Coronda River, MR Miriñay River
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especially the flow of water and sediment within the
channel and between the channel and the floodplain
(Poff et al. 1997). The flow and the magnitude of water
currents can reflect forces experienced by the organisms
in the current (Poff and Ward 1992). These factors have
an effect on faunal distributions and the movement of
aquatic invertebrates (Olden et al. 2004). Thus, while
hydrological distances and geographical location ex-
plained the differences in shape between more distant
populations, the connectivity and flow of the rivers and
the dispersal of M. borellii within the floodplain system
explained the generally low variation in shape between
nearby populations. For example, fluctuations in water
levels determine the level of connectivity between lentic
and lotic environments as well the time of water resi-
dence, which determines the rates of exchange of nutri-
ents and organisms (José de Paggi and Paggi 2007).
Hydrological connectivity provides a corridor for biota
and materials to move among patches, and it is often
assumed that the presence of water acts as a bridge be-
tween habitats for organisms (Jenkins and Boulton
2003). Therefore, relationships between populations, for
example, gene flow, depend on fluctuations of the system
among other variables of the hydrological cycle (Wil-
liner et al. 2010). Studies of morphological character
variation are therefore important to elucidate patterns
observed in phenotypic and genetic character variation
among populations (O’Reilly and Horn 2004). It has
been observed in the decapod crab Pachygrapsus mar-
moratus (Fabricius 1787) that the low morphological
geographical differentiation is attributable to the gene
flux and consequent homogenisation that results from
the continuous distribution of this species and its free
dispersal (Silva et al. 2009).

The similarity in shape between the closest popula-
tions can also be understood in light of the mode of
locomotion (mobility) of the prawn morphotype. The

movements of freshwater decapods are either passive or
active. In passive flux, an individual’s movement is
facilitated directly by the river current or mediated by a
substratum that moves along the water surface or within
the water column. The association of prawns of the
genus Macrobrachium Bate 1868 with macrophytes was
also examined by Montoya (2003), who found that
prawns of this genus are associated with the roots of
Echiornnia crassipes in the Orinoco Delta. Additionally,
the water movement of the flow hydrological regime is
one of the primary factors regulating the growth and
distribution of aquatic plants in streams and rivers
(Chambers et al. 1991) affecting this, the passive move-
ments of prawns. Moreover, with respect to the dispersal
of M. borellii, although this species is not an estuary
species, there are species of the genus Macrobrachium
that have migratory responses to changes in water
salinity and migrate downstream to reproduce in more
saline environments (Anger 2013). Therefore, it is pos-
sible that the swimming ability of these prawns com-
bined with the dynamics of the floodplain system explain
the low morphological variation between populations in
this study.

The prawns belonging to the more distant population
differed in shape from the prawns of the other (nearer)
populations, and this difference could be explained by
the hydrological distance. Similar observations have
been reported in a study of the prawn M. vollenhovenii
(Herklots 1851), in which the morphological variations
between populations depended on the distances between
four rivers in Côte d’Ivoire (Konan et al. 2010) such that
the greater the distance between sites, the greater the
phenotypic differences in the prawns (Konan et al.
2010). In addition, Tzeng et al. (2001) showed that there
has been considerable morphological divergence be-
tween different geographical groups of the red-spot
prawn Metapenaeopsis barbata (Miers 1878) from

Fig. 6 Graphic of results of the 2B-PLS analysis. D1 (dimension 1) and D2 (dimension 2). a Females and b males. SS Saladillo Stream,
SJR San Javier River, SFR Santa Fe River (Paraná River), SR Salado River, CR Coronda River, MR Miriñay River. HL (hydrometric
level), CV (current velocity), Lat (latitude), Long (longitude)
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Taiwan. Furthermore, morphometric variables were also
found effective for comparing populations of the shrimp
Atyaephyra desmarestii (Millet 1831) from freshwater
habitats in north-western Greece (Anastasiadou and
Leonardos 2008).

Despite the differences in the conductivity among
sites, prawns were similar in shape. Most studies per-
formed in aquatic systems with floodplains have shown
that regardless of the environmental variables, the
hydrological fluctuations constitute an important tem-
poral and spatial macrofactor (Neiff et al. 2001; Ar-
rington et al. 2005; Rossi et al. 2007; Montoya et al.
2006; Winemiller 2004; Mayora et al. 2013). These
fluctuations regulate the environmental variables and
explain the richness, distribution and abundance of the
organisms that live in these systems (Neiff et al. 2001;
Rossi et al. 2007; Mayora et al. 2013). Thus, hydrolog-
ical fluctuations strongly affect movements and popu-
lation dynamics. Accordingly, the increase in the
populations of the prawn M. amazonicum (Heller 1862)
in the Amazon River was associated with prawn
migrations during floods (Walker and Ferreira 1985). In
yet another study, four different stages in the densities of
palemonids and trichodactilids in the Middle Paraná
River were recognised, coinciding with events in the
hydrological cycle (Collins et al. 2007; Williner et al.
2010).

Our results document the variations in body shape
within and between populations of the freshwater prawn
M. borellii in a floodplain system utilising geometric
morphometrics. The variation in the carapace shape
between populations of M. borellii is related to the
population dynamic modulated by the characteristics of
the floodplain system, which allow populations to re-
main connected influencing the dispersal of the prawns.
The sexual dimorphism in shape is of interest in
understanding the processes that influence differences in
this species of freshwater prawn. This work considers the
importance of dynamics aquatic systems as a macro-
factor that modulates the faunal distribution and the
movement of aquatic invertebrates. In a freshwater
floodplain system, the populations are modulated by the
dynamics of the hydrological cycle, and when studies of
geometric morphometrics are conducted, it is important
to take into account the effect of past hydrological
fluctuations as a macrofactor, in addition to the
hydrological distances between populations. Finally,
genetic analyses are required to better understand the
processes of dispersal involved in the variation in body
shape among populations of the freshwater prawn M.
borellii in a floodplain system.
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