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Abstract 

A morphological analysis of the genus Lepidaploa (Vernonieae) of southern South America has been carried out. Until now, 
the information concerning the genus was fragmented and incomplete for this region. Altogether, 13 species are described 
and illustrated here. A comprehensive key to the species of southern South America is presented; in addition, we character-
ized and delimited the distributions of the species.
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Introduction 

Asteraceae is one of the most important and representative Angiosperm families in the world, covering 24,000 species 
(Funk et al. 2009). The family inhabits temperate, tropical, mountainous, dry and open environments (Anderberg 
et al. 2007). Asteraceae is considered a monophyletic family that presents several morphological and molecular 
synapomorphies (Funk et al. 2009). Asteraceae comprises 13 subfamilies and 44 tribes (Panero et al. 2014), with 
Eupatorieae and Vernonieae among the greatest in the number of species (Funk et al. 2009). 
	 The tribe Vernonieae has a pantropical distribution and is composed of 126 genera and 1,500 species, being 
the fifth tribe in Asteraceae with the highest number of species (Keeley & Robinson 2009). In a series of studies in 
Vernonieae, Robinson (1999) substantially altered the traditional circumscription of Vernonia sensu lato, fragmenting 
it into several genera, as e.g. Lepidaploa Cassini (1817: 66) Cassini (1825: 20). 
	 Currently, Lepidaploa is the largest genus of the tribe and has around 140–150 species (Funk et al. 2009, Angulo 
et al. 2012). Plants of this genus are characterized by presenting small capitula grouped in cymose inflorescences, 
commonly eglandular anther apical appendages, basal stylar node present, usually eglandular cypselae and pollen of 
types C, D or G (Robinson 1990, 1999). 
	 The genus Lepidaploa is distributed from Mexico to northeast of Argentina (Redonda-Martínez & Villaseñor 
2011, Marques & Dematteis 2014). Brazil is a country with the greatest diversity of its species, 51 in total (Dematteis 
& Almeida 2015). This country is followed by Bolivia with 27 species (Hind 2011), and Venezuela and Cuba with 
16 species each (Redonda-Martínez & Villaseñor 2011). In southern South America, Lepidaploa is distributed in 
Paraguay (Dematteis & Cabrera 2009), south of Brazil (Dematteis & Almeida 2015), and north and northeast of 
Argentina (Marques & Dematteis 2014). However, the genus occurs neither in Chile (Moreira-Muñoz 2011) nor in 
Uruguay.
	 Due to the importance of a taxonomic treatment of the genus Lepidaploa in southern South America, here we 
present an identification key, descriptions, illustrations and geographical distributions, discussing the affinities between 
the species. 
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Material and Methods

Southern South America is the area constituted by Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay and southern Brazil (Paraná, 
Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul states) (Zuloaga et al. 2008). The area lies between 48º–75º N and 17º30’–
56º30’ S and comprises about 4,708,617 km2, representing about 26% of the entire territory of South America (Zuloaga 
et al. 2008). This area has a great variety of biogeographic regions with peculiar characteristics, which causes a great 
floristic diversity (Zuloaga et al. 2008). In total, 11 biogeographic regions are included in southern South America: 
North–Central Humid Andes, South–Central Dry Andes, Atlantic Forest, Cerrado, Chilean–Peruvian Desert, Chile 
Mediterranean, Chaco, Pampas, Monte, Patagonia and Pacific Temperate Humid (Zuloaga et al. 2008). Among these 
biogeographic regions, five are included within hotspots: North–Central Humid Andes, South–Central Dry Andes, 
Mediterranean Chile, Cerrado and Atlantic Forest (Myers et al. 2000; Newtow & Tejedor 2011). 
	 Southern South America has a great number of species (both native and introduced), with 17,693 species grouped 
in 2,586 genera and 308 families (Zuloaga et al. 2008). A total of 249 genera are endemic to southern South America. 
Regarding species, 7,691 are endemic to southern South America, representing 43.47% of the total species diversity 
in the area (Zuloaga et al. 2008). In this region, the family with the highest number of endemic representatives is 
Asteraceae (Zuloaga et al. 2008). 
	 The study of the species was made based on material from the following herbaria: CTES, FCQ, FLOR, FURB, 
HBR, ICN, MBM, MVFA, PACA, RB and SCP. Only one herborized specimen of each province or state, in which 
the species occur, is listed as selected specimens examined. For the examined material the location, date, collector(s) 
and collector number(s) are cited. In addition, all the material examined in this work is included in a list of collectors. 
When the material from the area could not be consulted in the herbarium, as happened for example with L. decumbens, 
material from other states was used for the species description. For the habitat (biogeographic region), the terminology 
used was based in Zuloaga et al. (2008). For each species are mentioned the provinces or states of occurrence of plants 
both inside and outside southern South America. The distribution map was made in QGIS version 2.18.9 with GRASS 
2.2.1. The terminology used in descriptions follows Radford (1986) and Dematteis & Cabrera (2009). The collectors 
list can be found in Appendix I.

Taxonomic treatment 

Lepidaploa includes 13 species occurring in southern South America, of which two are endemic to the area (L. novarae 
and L. pseudomuricata). However, most of the species described in this study are endemic to South America, except 
L. remotiflora and L. salzmannii which are distributed from Mexico to Argentina (Redonda-Martínez & Villaseñor 
2011). In terms of distribution, L. argyrotricha occurs exclusively in Brazil (Dematteis & Almeida 2015), while L. 
eriolepis grows in Brazil and Bolivia (Hind 2011; Dematteis & Almeida 2015). Lepidaploa amambaia is restricted to 
Paraguay and Mato Grosso do Sul in Brazil (Dematteis & Cabrera 2009, Dematteis & Almeida 2015). On the other 
hand, L. balansae occurs in Argentina, Paraguay and in the southern states and in the state of São Paulo in Brazil 
(Dematteis & Cabrera 2009, Marques & Dematteis 2014, Dematteis & Almeida 2015). Lepidaploa chamissonis and 
L. psilostachya occur exclusively in Argentina and Brazil (Marques & Dematteis 2014, Dematteis & Almeida 2015), 
while L. setososquamosa is distributed in Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay (Dematteis & Cabrera 2009, Hind 2011, 
Marques & Dematteis 2014). Most of these species are present in biodiversity hotspots (Cerrado, Atlantic Forest or 
North–Central Humid Andes).
	 The species of Lepidaploa in southern South America are restricted to Argentina, Paraguay and southern Brazil. 
Although in Argentina the genus is distributed in the north and northeast, Lepidaploa is not found in Chile and Uruguay, 
probably due to climatic differences. Among geopolitical regions, southern Brazil is the area of southern South America 
that presented the largest number of species. In total, nine species of Lepidaploa were found in this Brazilian region. 
Argentina is the second country in southern South America with the highest number of species of Lepidaploa (eight 
species), followed by Paraguay that has four or five species, considering that L. salzmannii also occurs in Paraguay as 
reported by Dematteis & Cabrera (2009).
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Lepidaploa (Cassini) Cassini (1825: 20). Vernonia subgen. Lepidaploa Cassini (1817: 66).
Type (designated by Robinson et al. (1980: 428)): Vernonia albicaulis Persoon [= Lepidaploa glabra (Willdenow) H. Rob.]

Herbs, subshrubs or erect shrubs, rarely clambering (L. balansae, L. novarae and L. tarijensis). Branches strigose, strigose-
tomentose, pubescent, sericeous, setose or velutinous. Leaves distichous, rarely spirally alternate (L. pseudomuricata), 
cauline or rarely basal and cauline (L. psilostachya), petiolate or sessile; blade membranous, chartaceous, membranous-
coriaceous, smooth or rugose, elliptic, elliptic-lanceolate, lanceolate, linear-lanceolate, oblong-lanceolate, oval-
lanceolate, oval, ovate-lanceolate, apex apiculate, acute, caudate, margins entire or denticulate, rarely serrulate, sinuate 
or revolute (L. balansae, L. decumbens and L. psilostachya), base attenuate, cuneate, adaxial surface strigose, strigose-
tomentose, glabrous, pubescent, abaxial surface strigose, glabrous, incanous, pubescent, tomentose, velutinous, venation 
brochidodromous, camptodromous, camptodromous-eucamptodromous, eucamptodromous, eucamptodromous-
brochidodromous, eucamptodromous-reticulodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, rarely 
paniculiform; axis strigose-tomentose, glabrous or glabrescent, tomentose-velutinous, velutinous, villous, whitish, gold, 
ferruginous, gray, brown, green or yellowish-green. Involucre campanulate, rarely turbinate (L. balansae); phyllaries 
4–6-seriate, yellowish, chestnut, brown, reddish, greenish, greenish with blackened apex, scarious, membranaceous, 
strigose, strigose-tomentose, glabrous, pubescente, tomentose, villous; outer elliptic-lanceolate, linear-lanceolate, 
ovate, oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate, rarely aristate (L. setososquamosa) or apiculate-recurved (L. decumbens); inner 
elliptic–lanceolate, lanceolate, apex acute, acute-apiculate, apiculate, rarely aristate (L. setososquamosa) or apiculate-
recurved (L. decumbens), obtuse to rotund. Florets 10–40, corolla white, lilac, pink, violet, tube glabrous, lobes 
lanceolate, apex glandular, setose or setose-glandular; apical anther appendages acute, obovate or obtuse, rarely with 
glandular trichomes (L. pseudomuricata), base obtuse or sagittate; basal stylar node enlarged, rarely narrow (L. balansae 
and L. pseudomuricata). Cypsela turbinate, obconic, velutinous, setose, sericeous-glandular (L. setososquamosa); 
carpopodium annular, idioblasts lacking or present. Pappus 2-seriate, white or beige, rarely grayish, brown or chestnut 
(L. novarae, L. balansae and L. eriolepis). 

Key to species of Lepidaploa of southern South America 

1. 	 Clambering shrubs...............................................................................................................................................................................2
– 	 Herbs, subshrubs or erect shrubs.........................................................................................................................................................4
2. 	 Venation brochidodromous; pappus brown; heads with 10–12 florets; involucre turbinate; basal stylar node narrow; species widely 

distributed in southern South America...............................................................................................................................L. balansae
– 	 Venation camptodromous-eucamptodromous; pappus whitish; heads with 20–27 florets; involucre campanulate; basal stylar node 

enlarged; species restricted to the province of Salta...........................................................................................................................3
3. 	 Involucre 6–7 mm in diam.; glandular trichomes present on corolla lobes; cypselae with idioblasts................................ L. novarae
– 	 Involucre 8–10 mm in diam.; glandular trichomes absent on corolla lobes; cypselae without idioblasts.........................L. tarijensis
4. 	 Branches prominently ribbed; anther appendages with glandular trichomes; basal stylar node narrow................L. pseudomuricata
– 	 Branches not ribbed or slightly ribbed; anther appendages without glandular trichomes; basal stylar node enlarged.......................5
5. 	 Heads with 35–40 florets; branches, inflorescences, leaves and phyllaries strigose-tomentose; pappus nut-brown......... L. eriolepis
– 	 Heads with 15–25 florets; branches, inflorescences, leaves and phyllaries glabrescent, pubescent, setulose, strigose, tomentose, 

velutinous or villous; pappus white or beige.......................................................................................................................................6
6. 	 Leaf margins entire..............................................................................................................................................................................7
– 	 Leaf margins denticulate or serrate...................................................................................................................................................10
7. 	 Leaves with petiole 13.5–14 mm long; corolla lobes without glandular trichomes..................................................... L. argyrotricha
– 	 Leaves with petiole 0.3–7 mm long or sessile; corolla lobes with glandular trichomes.....................................................................8
8. 	 Leaf blade ovate, oval-lanceolate, ovate-lanceolate; leaves with petioles 3–7 mm long..............................................L. chamissonis
– 	 Leaf blade lanceolate; leaves sessile or on petioles 0.3–0.4 mm long................................................................................................9
 9. 	 Leaf margins revolute, adaxial surface strigose; inflorescence 1.6–3.6 cm long; phyllaries with apex apiculate-recurved.................	

.........................................................................................................................................................................................L. decumbens 
– 	 Leaf margins plane, adaxial surface tomentose; inflorescence 12–13.2 cm long; phyllaries with apex apiculate-recurved................	

......................................................................................................................................................................................... L. salzmannii
10. 	 Leaves basal and cauline; venation camptodromous.................................................................................................... L. psilostachya
– 	 Leaves only cauline; venation eucamptodromous-brochidodromous or eucamptodromous-reticulodromous.................................11
11. 	 Leaf apex acute, venation eucamptodromous-reticulodromous; inner phyllaries with apex acute; glandular trichomes present on 

corolla lobes and style branches..................................................................................................................................... L. remotiflora
– 	 Leaf apex apiculate, venation eucamptodromous-brochidodromous; inner phyllaries with apex apiculate or aristate; glandular 

trichomes absent on corolla lobes and style braches.........................................................................................................................12
12. 	 Leaves with petiole 1.5–2.6 mm long; heads with 17–18 florets; involucre 8–10 mm long; cypselae velutinous..........L. amambaia
– 	 Leaves sessile; heads with 23–25 florets; involucre 12–14 mm long; cypselae sericeous-glandular.................... L. setososquamosa
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1. Lepidaploa amambaia Robinson (1998: 40). 
Type:—BRAZIL. Mato Grosso do Sul state, Rod. MT 642, “20 km de Amambai’, 16 December 1983, G. Hatschbach & L. Callejas 47289 

(holotype MBM! [photo!]; isotype US! [photo!]). Figure 1

FIGURE 1. Lepidaploa amambaia. A. Plant. B. Stem detail. C. Abaxial leaf surface detail. D. Abaxial leaf surface detail. E. Capitula. F. 
Cypsela and pappus. G. Floret. H. Floret dissected with anther detail. I. Style. J. Corolla lobe detail. K–M. Inner phyllaries. N–O. Outer 
phyllaries. 

Herbs or erect subshrubs 0.4–0.7 m tall; branches strigose-tomentose, slightly ribbed. Leaves distichous, cauline, 
internodes 2.4–2.8 cm long, petioles 1.5–2.6 mm long; blade 3.5–5.3 × 0.7–1.9 cm, chartaceous, smooth, ovate-
lanceolate or elliptic-lanceolate, apex largely apiculate, margins denticulate, base attenuate to cuneate, both surfaces 
strigose; venation eucamptodromous-brochidodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 8.3–
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17.4 cm long, axis strigose-tomentose, green or whitish. Involucre largely campanulate, 8–10 mm in diam., phyllaries 
5–6-seriate, chestnut, greenish, membranaceous, strigose, outer elliptic-lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner lanceolate, 
apex apiculate. Florets 17–18, corolla violet, tube 4–6 mm long, glabrous, lobes 2.5–3 mm long, lanceolate, apex 
setose; apical anther appendages obtuse, base obtuse; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate to obconic, 1.5–2 
mm long, velutinous; carpopodium annular. Pappus white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—PARAGUAY. Amambay: 25 km N of J. P. Caballero, 10 December 1997, M. 
Dematteis & A. Schinini 867 (CTES). Caaguazú: Fazenda La Esmeralda, 11 December 1982, A. Schinini s.n. (CTES 
22903). Central: Limpio, 13 March 1985, E. Bordas 3674 (CTES). Concepción: 25 km of San Carlos from Apa, 
Estancia Arrecifes, 06 March 2009, M. Dematteis 3336 (CTES, FCQ).
	 Distribution and habitat—In southern South America this species occurs only in the departments Amambay, 
Caaguazú, Central and Concepción in Paraguay. According to Dematteis & Cabrera (2009), L. amambaia also occurs 
in the department Canindeyú, Paraguay. It was found on fields of Cerrado (Figure 2).
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers and fruits between December and March.
	 Notes—It is similar to L. psilostachya, L. remotiflora and L. setososquamosa which also occur in southern South 
America. Lepidaploa amambaia can de differentiated from L. psilostachya by its usually greater size, 0.4–0.7 (versus 
0.3–0.45) m tall, leaves present only on the stem (versus at the base and on the stem), leaf apex long apiculate (versus 
acute) and venation eucamptodromous-brochidodromous (versus camptodromous). In turn, L. amambaia differs from 
L. remotiflora by the apiculate (versus acute) apex of its leaves, a smaller (17–18 versus 21–23) number of florets and 
the absence (versus presence) of glandular trichomes on the style branches and corolla lobes. Finally, L. amambaia is 
distinguished from L. setososquamosa by 17–18 (versus 23–25) florets per head, involucre 8–10 (versus 14–15) mm 
long, petiolate leaves (versus sessile) and velutinous cypselae (versus sericeous-glandular).

FIGURE 2. Geographical distribution of L. amambaia (circle) and L. argyrotricha (square) in Cone Sur.
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2. Lepidaploa argyrotricha (Sch. Bip. ex Baker) Robinson (1990: 482). Vernonia argyrotricha Sch. Bip. ex Baker 
(1873: 96). 
Type:—BRAZIL. Without locality, F. Sello 1153 (syntype P! [online image!]). Figure 3.

FIGURE 3. Lepidaploa argyrotricha. A. Plant. B. Stem detail. C. Abaxial leaf surface detail. D. Abaxial leaf surface detail. E. Capitula. 
F. Cypsela and pappus. G. Floret. H. Floret dissected with anther detail. I. Style. J. Corolla lobe detail. K–M. Outer phyllaries. N–Q. Inner 
phyllaries.

Erect subshrubs 0.9 m tall; branches velutinous. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes 1.5–1.6 cm long, petioles 13.5–
14 mm long; blade 13.55–14.6 × 4.1–4.7 cm, membranaceous-coriaceous, rugose, elliptic to lanceolate, apex acute to 
caudate, margins entire, base cuneate, adaxial surface strigose, abaxial surface velutinous; venation eucamptodromous. 
Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 12,7 cm long, axis densely velutinous, golden. Involucre 
narrowly campanulate, 6–8 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, brown or reddish, membranaceous, villous, outer 
oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate, intter elliptic-lanceolate, apex apiculate. Florets 18–19, corolla lilac, tube 3.2–4 mm 
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long, glabrous, lobes 2–2.5 mm long, lanceolate, apex setose; apical anther appendages obovate, base sagittate; basal 
stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate to obconic, 1.55–1.7 mm long, setose; carpopodium annular. Pappus white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—BRASIL. Paraná: Bocaiúva do Sul, Estancia Sesmaria, roadside, 27 January 
2005, E. Barbosa 1012 (CTES, MBM).
	 Distribution and habitat—The species is very rare in southern South America. It was found only in one locality 
in the state of Paraná in Brazil. It was collected in the Atlantic Rainforest (Figure 2).
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers and fruits between December and March.
	 Notes—The species may be confused with L. chamissonis because of its whitish indumentum on the abaxial leaf 
surface. However, L. argyrotricha has blade leaves 13.5–14.6 × 4.1–4.7 cm (versus 2.7–9.8 × 1.8–3.9 cm), petiole 
13.5–14 mm (versus 5–7 mm) long and corolla lobes without glandular trichomes (versus with glandular trichomes). In 
addition, L. argyrotricha has a very restricted distribution while L. chamissonis has a broader distribution in southern 
South America.

3. Lepidaploa balansae (Hieron.) Robinson (1994: 27). Vernonia balansae Hieronymus (1897: 690). 
Type:—PARAGUAY. Guarapí, 1 August 1881, B. Balansa 3060 (syntypes G! CORD!, K! [online image!]). Figure 4. 

FIGURE 4. Lepidaploa balansae. A. Plant. B–C. Leaf detail. D. Capitula. E–G. Outer phyllaries. H–J. Inner phyllaries. K. Floret. L. 
Corolla lobe detail. Source: Marques & Dematteis (2014).
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Clambering shrubs 0.5–3 m tall; branches pubescent. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes 1.2–2.6 cm long, petioles 
0.28–0.35 mm long, blade 4.4–14.9 × 0.2–2.9 cm, membranaceous to cartaceous, smooth, lanceolate to linear-lanceolate, 
apex acute, margins entire, revolute, base attenuate, adaxial surface glabrous, abaxial surface incanous; venations 
brochidodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile 6.2–8 cm long, axis glabrous or glabrescent, 
brown. Involucre turbinate, 6–7 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, brown to greenish, membranaceous, pubescent, 
outer ovate, apex apiculate, inner elliptic-lanceolate, apex obtuse to rotund. Florets 10–12, corolla lilac, white, tube 
4.5–5 mm long, glabrous, lobes 1.2–2 mm long, lanceolate, apex setose-glandular; apical anther appendages obtuse, 
base sagittate; basal stylar node narrow. Cypsela turbinate, 1–1.2 mm long, setose; carpopodium anullar. Pappus 
brown. 
	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Corrientes: Departamento Santo Tomé, Arroyo Chimiray, 23 
September 1974, M. Krapovickas 26236 (CTES). Misiones: Departamento Guaraní, Predio Guaraní, Rute 15, 8 
September 1994, A. Schinini 28740 (CTES). BRASIL. Paraná: Município de Campo Mourão, Parque do Lago, 28 July 
2004, M.G. Caxambú 518 (MBM). Santa Catarina: Município de São Miguel d’Oeste, Paraíso, Peperi, 1 September 
1964, R.M. Klein 5726 (HBR). Rio Grande do Sul: Departamento Gaurama, estrada secundária em direção a BR 153, 
24 August 1996, J.A. Jarenkow 3119 (MBM). PARAGUAY. Alto Paraná: Distrito Alto Vera, Cordillera San Rafael, 
14 December 2001, F. González 256 (FCQ). Caazapá: Departamento Mbaracayú, Comunidad Mbyá, 1 July 1989, I. 
Basualdo 2544 (CTES, FCQ). Canindeyú: Rumbo Norte, 20 August 1996, B. Jiménez 1408 (CTES). Concepción: 
Estancia San Fernando, Potrero Mamorei, 09 July 1991, I. Basualdo 3500 (FCQ). Guairá: Cordillera Ybytyruzú, Ruta 
Cantera Jhú, 8 km S de Coronel Oviedo, 16 December 1989, E. Zardini 14967 (FCQ). Itapúa: Estancia Parabel Itapuá, 
10 June 1988, S. Kell 1509 (FCQ). Paraguarí: Cerro Palacios, 5 km N de Paraguarí, 26 January 1989, E. Zardini 9801 
(FCQ).
	 Distribution and habitat—The species is widely distributed throughout southern South America. It can be found 
in Argentina (Misiones and Corrientes), south of Brazil (Paraná, Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul), and Paraguay 
(Alto Paraná, Caazapá, Canindeyú, Concepción, Guairá, Itapúa and Paraguarí). It can also be found in the following 
departments of Paraguay: Amambay, Caaguazú, Cordillera and San Pedro (Dematteis & Cabrera 2009). Lepidaploa 
balansae grows in the Atlantic Rainflorest, often near waterbodies (Figure 5).
	 Phenology—Collected with florets and fruits during most part of the year. 
	 Notes—It can be recognized by the clambering habit, incanous abaxial leaf surface, turbinate heads with 10–12 
florets, narrow basal stylar node, brown pappus and a wide distribution in southern South America.

FIGURE 5. Geographical distribution of L. balansae (circle) in Cone Sur.
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4. Lepidaploa chamissonis (Less.) Robinson (1990: 485). Vernonia chamissonis Lessing (1829: 304). 
Type:—BRAZIL. Without locality, L. A. von Chamisso s.n. (syntype P! [online image!]). Figure 6.

FIGURE 6. Lepidaploa chamissonis. A. Plant. B. Leaf detail. C. Capitula. D–F. Outer phyllaries. G–I. Inner phyllaries. J. Floret. K. 
Corolla lobe detail. Source: Marques & Dematteis (2014).

Subshrubs 0.5–1.7 m tall; branches pubescent. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes 2.4–3.1 cm long, petioles 5–7 
mm long, blade 2.7–9.8 × 1.8–3.9 cm, chartaceous to membranaceous, smooth or rugose, oval, oval-lanceolate, ovate-
lanceolate, apex acute, margins entire, base attenuate, adaxial surface pubescent, abaxial surface velutinous; venation 
eucamptodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 13–24.5 cm long, axis densely velutinous, 
golden or brown. Involucre campanulate, 5.4–6.2 mm, phyllaries 4–5-seriate, chestnut, scarious, pubescent, outer 
oval-lanceolate, apex largely apiculate, inner elliptic-lanceolate, apex acute. Florets 20–24, corolla white, pink, tube 
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1.9–2.2 mm long, glabrous, lobes 2.1–2.4 mm long, lanceolate, apex setose-glandular; apical anther appendages acute, 
base obtuse; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate, 1.2–1.34 mm long, setose; carpopodium anullar. Pappus 
white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Chaco: Departamento Comandante Fernández, 22 km SE de 
Campo Largo, 19 February 1980, A. Schinini 19999 (CTES). Corrientes: Corrientes Capital, Costa del Río Paraná, 08 
July 1978, A. Schinini 15251 (CTES). Formosa: Bartolomé de las Casas, 08 May 1969, A. Schinini 16950 (CTES). 
BRASIL. Paraná: Tomazina, Corredeira, Rio das Cinzas, 24 November 1987, G. Hatschbach 51930 (MBM). Santa 
Catarina: Florianópolis, Bairro Vargem do Bom Jesus, Rua: Servidão Marcelino Antônio Nunes, 13 March 2010, A. 
Stival˗Santos 2022 (FURB). PARAGUAY. Paraguarí: Parque Nacional Ibycui, sin fecha, G. Schmeda 55 (CTES). 
Presidente Hayes: Ruta Trans–Chaco, río Lindo Monte, 14 March 1979, A. Schinini 16585 (CTES).
	 Distribution and habitat—In the study region the species is distributed in Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay. In 
Argentina it is restricted to the provinces of Chaco, Corrientes and Formosa; and in southern Brazil the species is found 
in Paraná and Santa Catarina, but can also be found in Minas Gerais and São Paulo. In Paraguay, L. chamissonis was 
collected in the provinces of Paraguarí and Presidente Hayes. The species occurs on fields, in the Atlantic Rainforest 
and the Cerrado (Figure 7).
	 Phenology—The species is flowering from October to May.
	 Notes—This species can be confused with L. salzmannii and L. argyrotrycha, since the three species have a 
whitish indumentum on the abaxial leaf surface. However, L. argyrotricha is the only species among the three that 
has a long petiole (13.5–14 mm) and glandular trichomes absent in the corolla lobe. Lepidaploa chamissonis differs 
from L. salzmannii by its ovate, oval-lanceolate, ovate-lanceolate leaves and setose cypselae without idioblasts, while 
L. salzmannii has lanceolate leaves and setose-glandular cypselae with idioblasts. In addition, L. chamissonis is more 
widely distributed in southern South America, while L. salzmannii is restricted to the states of Paraná and Santa 
Catarina in Brazil.

FIGURE 7. Geographical distribution of L. chamissonis (circle) and L. decumbens (square) in Cone Sur.
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5. Lepidaploa decumbens (Gardner) Robinson (1990: 486). Vernonia decumbens Gardner (1845: 115). 
Type:—BRAZIL. Without locality, G. Gardner 517 (syntypes B! E! F! G! K! NY! P! [online image!]). Figure 8.

FIGURE 8. Lepidaploa decumbens. A. Plant. B. Abaxial leaf surface detail. C. Capitula. D. Cypsela and pappus. E. Floret. F. Floret 
dissected with anther detail. G. Style. H–I. Outer phyllaries. K–L. Inner phyllaries.

Herbs 0.2–0.6 m tall; branches glabrescent. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes ca. 1 cm long; sessile, blade 7–10 
× 0.8–1.34 cm, membranaceous, weakly rugose, lanceolate, apex largely acute, margins entire, revolute, base cuneate, 
both surfaces strigose; venation camptodromous. Capitulescence short seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 1.6–3.6 
cm long, axis glabrescent, brown. Involucre campanulate, 7–8 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, chestnut, scarious, 
densely tomentose, outer oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate-recurved, inner lanceolate, apex apiculate-recurved. Florets 
15–20, corolla violet, tube 2.5–3 mm long, glabrous, lobes 3.5–4 mm long, lanceolate, apex glandular; apical anther 
appendages acute, base sagittate; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate to obconic, 1.5–2 mm long, velutinous; 
carpopodium anullar. Pappus white. 
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	 Selected specimens examined—BRASIL. Santa Catarina: Garuva, Morro Crista, 19 January 1961, R. Reitz & R. 
M. Klein 10647 (HBR). idem, 23 March 1961, R. Reitz & R. M. Klein, 10895 (HBR). Minas Gerais: Parque Nacional 
do Caparaó, 14.VI.1991, G. Hatschbach & D. Guimarães 55471 (CTES).
	 Distribution and habitat—In southern South America Lepidaploa decumbens is restricted to the states of Paraná 
(Dematteis & Almeida 2015) and Santa Catarina (Cabrera & Klein 1980) in Brazil. In Santa Catarina this species was 
found in the Cerrado (Figure 7).
	 Phenology—The species blooms between January and March.
	 Notes—Lepidaploa decumbens can be recognized by the following combination of characters: apiculate-recurved 
phyllaries, lanceolate leaves with revolute margins, camptodromous venation and short inflorescence (1.6–3.6 cm 
long). 
 
6. Lepidaploa eriolepis (Gardner) Robinson (1990: 487). Vernonia eriolepis Gardner (1846: 224). 
Type:—BRAZIL. Without locality, G. Gardner 1718 (syntypes BR! F! GH! K!, NY! S! [online image!]). Figure 9.

FIGURE 9. Lepidaploa eriolepis. A. Plant. B. Stem detail. C. Abaxial leaf surface detail. D. Abaxial leaf surface detail. E. Capitula. 
F. Cypsela and pappus. G. Floret. H. Style. I. Floret dissected with anther detail. J. Corolla lobe detail. K. Outer phyllaries. L–M. Inner 
phyllaries.
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Herbs, subshrubs or erect shrubs 0.9–2 m tall; branches densely strigose-tomentose, slightly ribbed. Leaves distichous, 
cauline, internodes 4.2–4.9 cm long, petioles 7.7–9 mm long, blade 12.2–15.4 × 4.1–6 cm, membranaceous, rugose, 
ovate-lanceolate, apex caudate, margins denticulate, base attenuate, both surfaces densely strigose-tomentose; 
venation eucamptodromous-reticulodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 8.3–17.4 cm long, 
axis densely strigose-tomentose, ferruginous. Involucre widely campanulate, 8.7–10.5 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-
seriate, chestnut, membranaceous, densely strigose-tomentose, outer oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner elliptic-
lanceolate, apex acute. Florets 35–40, corolla white, tube 4.5–5 mm long, glabrous, lobes 2–2.5 mm long, lanceolate, 
apex setose; apical anther appendages acute, base sagittate; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate to obconic, 
1.5–2 mm long, velutinous; carpopodium anullar. Pappus chestnut. 
	 Specimens examined—BRASIL. Paraná: Antonina, Usina Hidrelétrica Parigot de Souza, Cota 800, 5 October 
2006, J.M. Silva 5007 (CTES, MBM). Santa Catarina: Santo Amaro da Imperatriz, Cova da Onça, 12 August 2009, A. 
Stival-Santos 785 (MBM).
	 Distribution and habitat—Lepidaploa eriolepis is scarcely distributed in the study region, occurring exclusively 
in Paraná and Santa Catarina, Brazilia. In these states this species grows in the Atlantic Rainforest or the Cerrado 
(Figure 10). 
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers from June to December.
	 Notes—The species can be recognized by its heads with 35–40 florets, restricted distribution, presence of a 
strigose-tomentose and ferruginous indumentum covering the whole plant (branches, leaves, phyllaries), and pappus 
chestnut.

FIGURE 10. Geographical distribution of L. eriolepis (circle) in Cone Sur.

7. Lepidaploa novarae (Cabrera) Vega & Dematteis (2012: 269). Vernonia novarae Cabrera (1997: 255). 
Type:—ARGENTINA. Salta province, Santa Victoria department, Parque Nacional Baritú, between Quebrada La Gateada and Quebrada 

Seca, 20 Septiember 1990, L. J. Novara 9993 (holotype MCNS! [photo!]; isotypes M!, SI! [photo!]). Figure 11.

Clambering shrubs 1–2 m tall; branches pubescent. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes 3.3–5.5 cm long, petioles 5–
10 mm long, blade 7–15 × 1.5–3.5 cm, membranaceous, rugose, elliptic-lanceolate or lanceolate, apex acute, margins 
entire, rarely sinuate, base attenuate, adaxial surfaces glabrous, abaxial surface pubescent or glabrous; venation 
camptodromous-eucamptodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 4.7–11.3 cm long, axis 
densely tomentose-velutinous, brown. Involucre narrowly campanulate, 6–7 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, 



MARQUES et al.128   •   Phytotaxa 362 (2) © 2018 Magnolia Press

brown, scarious, glabrous or pubescent, outer oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner elliptic-lanceolate, apex acute. 
Florets 20–25, corolla white, tube 3–6 mm long, glabrescent, lobes 2.5–3.5 mm long, lanceolate, apex setose-glandular; 
apical anther appendages acute, base obtuse; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate to obconic, 2–2.3 mm long, 
sericeous, idioblasts present; carpopodium anullar. Pappus white or grayish. 

FIGURE 11. Lepidaploa novarae. A. Plant. B. Capitula. C–D. Outer phyllaries. E–G. Inner phyllaries. H. Floret. I. Corolla lobe detail. 
Source: Marques & Dematteis (2014).
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	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Salta: Departamento de Santa Victoria, Parque Santa Victoria, 
Camino a río San José desde desvío de camino de los Toldos a Lipeo, 28 September 1998, O. Ahumada 8177 (CTES). 
Salta Capital, Parque San Martín, entrando por pista de aterrizaje de Los Toldos, bordeando la costa del río Toldo, 03 
October 1998, O. Ahumada 8365 (CTES).
	 Distribution and habitat—Lepidaploa novarae was reported only from the province of Salta in Argentina and, 
therefore, is endemic to this region. In Salta, the species was found in the departments of Salta and Santa Victoria. 
According to Marques & Dematteis (2014), this species can also be found in the department of Óran, Salta. The species 
grows in the “yungas salteñas” (North–Central Humid Andes) between 600–1800 m a.s.l. (Figure 12). 
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers in August and September. 
	 Notes—Lepidaploa novarae is similar to L. tarijensis, which also occurs in Salta (Argentina), but the first species 
grows only in Salta while L. tarijensis occurs in Salta and Bolivia. Both species are clambering shrubs and have 
glabrous or glabrecent leaves. However, L. novarae is distinct from the similar species because of its involucre 6–7 
(versus 8–10) mm long, presence (versus absence) of glandular trichomes on the corolla lobes, and cypselae with 
idioblasts (versus without idioblasts). 

FIGURE 12. Geographical distribution of L. novarae (circle) in Cone Sur.

8. Lepidaploa pseudomuricata Robinson (1995: 395).
Type:—BRAZIL. Santa Catarina state, Serra da Boa Vista, São José, 700 m, 12 December 1990, R. Reitz & R. M. Klein 10614 (holotype 

US! [photo!]; isotypes HBR! LP). Figure 13.

Erect subshrubs or shrubs 0.8–2 m tall; branches strigose, prominently ribbed. Leaves spirally alternate, cauline, 
internodes 2–5 cm long, petioles 0.4–1.3 mm long, blade 9.5–10.1 × 1.5–3.4 cm, membranaceous to chartaceous, 
rugose, lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate, apex acute to caudate, margins denticulate, base cuneate to attenuate, 
both strigose; venation eucamptodromous-reticulodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 
paniculiform, 13.9–15.5 cm long, axis puberulent to strigose, whitish. Involucre campanulate, 6–7.2 mm in diam., 
phyllaries 3–4-seriate, chestnut, membranaceous, strigose, outer oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner lanceolate, apex 
apiculate. Florets 19–23, corolla lilac or violet, tube 2.9–5.5 mm long, glabrous, lobes 2.6–3.9 mm long, lanceolate, 
apex glandular; apical anther appendages acute, glandular, lanceolate, base sagittate; basal stylar node narrow. Cypsela 
turbinate to obconic, 2.2–2.8 mm long, setose; carpopodium anullar. Pappus white. 
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FIGURE 13. Lepidaploa pseudomuricata. A. Plant. B. Stem detail. C. Abaxial leaf surface detail. D. Abaxial leaf surface detail. E. 
Capitula. F. Cypsela and pappus. G. Floret. H. Style. I. Floret dissected with anther detail. J–L. Outer phyllaries. M–O. Inner phyllaries.

	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Misiones: San Pedro, Camino de tierra que une ruta provincial 
17 con ruta nacional 14 a la altura de Piñalito Sur, 13 January 2007, H.A. Keller 3921 (CTES). BRASIL. Paraná: 
Antonina, Bairro Alto, 10 February 2006, G. Hatschbach 79554 (CTES). Santa Catarina: Bom Jardim da Serra, 
Fazenda Papagaios, 26 February 2011, M. Verdi 5909 (FURB). Rio Grande do Sul: Bom Jesus, Santo Inácio, 11 March 
2005, G. Hatschbach 79077 (CTES).
	 Distribution and habitat—The species is restricted to the south of Brazil and is known in Argentina through a 
unique collection from the province of Misiones. Lepidaploa pseudomuricata inhabits fields and wetland regions but 
is commonly found on margins or under canopy of the Atlantic Rainforest (Figure 14).



Lepidaploa in southern South America Phytotaxa 362 (2) © 2018 Magnolia Press   •   131

	 Phenology—The species blooms between April and December. 
	 Notes—The species can be easily differentiated from the other species that occur in southern South America by 
glandular trichomes on its anthers, prominently ribbed branches, erect subshrubby or shrubby habit and narrow basal 
stylar node. 

FIGURE 14. Geographical distribution of L. pseudomuricata (circle) in Cone Sur.

9. Lepidaploa psilostachya (DC.) Robinson (1990: 491). Vernonia psilostachya Candolle (1836: 43). 
Type:—BRAZIL. São Paulo state, without locality, 1835, P. W. Lund 878 (holotype G-DC! [online image!]). Figure 15.

Subshrubs 0.3–0.45 m tall; branches tomentose-glandular. Leaves distichous, basal and cauline, internodes 2.6–4.5 cm 
long, sessile, blade 1.4–3.87 × 0.4–1.2 cm, membranaceous, smooth, basal obovate-lanceolate, cauline lanceolate, apex 
acute, margins denticulate to serrulate, revolute, base attenuate, adaxial surface strigose, abaxial surface tomentose; 
venation camptodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, ca. 9 cm long, axis tomentose-glandular, 
golden. Involucre campanulate, 8–10 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, brown to reddish, membranaceous, villous 
to tomentose, outer oval-lanceolate, apex largely apiculate, inner elliptic-lanceolate, apex acute to acute-apiculate. 
Florets 21–23, corolla lilac to violet, tube 3.2–4 mm long, glabrous, lobes 2–2,5 mm long, lanceolate, apex setose; 
apical anther appendages obtuse, base obtuse; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate to obconic, 1.55–1.7 mm 
long, setose, idioblasts present; carpopodium anullar. Pappus white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Misiones: San Ignacio, Casa de H. Quiroga, 16 February 2009, 
M. Dematteis 3047 (CTES). BRASIL. Paraná: Tibagi, Guartelá, 14 December 2009, L.P. Deble 12020 (CTES).
	 Distribution and habitat—The species is scarcely distributed in the study region, occurring only in Paraná 
(Brazil) and Misiones (Argentina). According to Dematteis & Cabrera (2009), L. psylostachya also occurs in Paraguay 
in the departments of Alto Paraná and Cordillera. In southern South America it grows on stony fields of the Atlantic 
Rainforest (Figure 16). 
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers in November, February, and July.
	 Notes—Lepidaploa psilostachya is similar to L. amambaia. However, L. psilostachya is distinguished from the 
latter species by having both basal and cauline leaves and acute leaf apex. See comments under L. amambaia.
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FIGURE 15. Lepidaploa psilostachya. A. Plant. B. Abaxial leaf surface detail. C. Abaxial leaf surface detail. D. Capitula. E. Cypsela. F. 
Floret. G–H. Corolla lobe detail. I. Floret dissected. J. Style. K. Anther. L–M. Outer phyllaries. N–P. Inner phyllaries. Source: Marques & 
Dematteis (2014).
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FIGURE 16. Geographical distribution of L. psilostachya (circle) in Cone Sur.

10. Lepidaploa remotiflora (Rich.) Robinson (1990: 491). Vernonia remotiflora Richard (1792: 112). 
Type:—FRENCH GUIANA. Without locality, 1792, J. B. Leblond 336 (lectotype G! [photo!], designated by Pruski (1998: 480); 

isolectotypes C! P! US!). Figure 17.

Herbs or subshrubs 0.3–0.6(–1.20) m tall; branches pubescent. Leaves distichous, cauline, internode 2.2–3.6 cm long, 
sessile, blade 13.5–14.6 × 4.1–4.7 cm, membranaceous, smooth, oval or oval-lanceolate, apex acute, margins serrulate 
or denticulate, base attenuate, both surfaces strigose; venation eucamptodromous-reticulodromous. Capitulescensce 
seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, paniculiform, 9.7–42 cm long, axis densely velutinous, golden. Involucre 
campanulate, 6–8 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, greenish with blackened apex, scarious, pubescent, outer linear-
lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner lanceolate, apex acute. Florets 21–23, corola violet, tube 3.5–5 mm long, glabrous, 
lobes 2.5–3 mm long, lanceolate, apex glandular; apical anther appendages acute to obtuse, base obtuse or sagittate; 
basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate, 1.55–1.7 mm long, strigose, idioblasts present; carpopodium anullar. 
Pappus white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Corrientes: Ituizangó, Centro Forestal, Villa Olivari, 05 April 
1995, S.G. Tressens 5243 (CTES). Formosa: Pilagá, Costa Río Paraguay, 16 March 1979, B. Piccinini 3607 (CTES). 
Misiones: Eldorado, Ruta Provincial 17, Aldea Guaraní, Pozo Azul, 04 April 2002, H.A. Keller 1778 (CTES). BRASIL. 
Paraná: Campo Mourão, 02 February 1962, G. Hatschbach 8845 (MBM). Rio Grande do Sul: Bom Jesus, Santo 
Inácio, 11 March 2005, G. Hatschbach 79080 (MBM). PARAGUAY. Amambay: Amambay, Colina Estrella, 45 km 
NW de P.J. Caballero, 08 December 1997, A. Schinini 30545 (CTES). Caazapá: Santa Ursula, 55 km de Yuty, 23 March 
1993, A. Schinini 27871 (CTES). Canindeyú: Reserva Natural del Bosque Mbaracayú, 11 km del Puerto “Yeyuí–mi”, 
12 February 1997, A. Schinini 33245 (CTES). Central: Central, Areguá, Isla Valle, 10 June 1987, N. Soria 1513 (FCQ). 
Cordillera: Tobatí, Ybitú Silla, 03 March 1991, E. Zardini 26960 (FCQ). Guairá: Cordillera de Ybytyruzú, Ruta de 
Cantera Jhú, 27 September 1989, E. Zardini 14889 (FCQ). Itapúa: Capitán Miranda, 4,2 km N del Hotel Tirol detrás del 
barrio Conavi, 07 October 1993, A. Krapovickas 44450 (CTES). Ñeembucú: Paraguay, Ñeembucú, Estancia Redondo, 
29 October 2004, M. Peña–Chocarro 2210 (FCQ). Paraguarí: Paraguarí, costa del Cerro Palacios, 12 January1988, 
M. Ortíz 423 (FCQ). San Pedro: Río Tapiracuay, 10 km de San Estanislao, 17 February 1968, A. Krapovickas 13886 
(CTES).
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FIGURE 17. Lepidaploa remotiflora. A. Plant. B. Root. C. Margin leaf detail. D. Capitula. E–G: Outer phyllaries. G–K. Inner phyllaries. 
L. Floret. M. Corolla lobe detail. Source: Marques & Dematteis (2014).

	 Distribution and habitat—In southern South America, the species occurs in Argentina (Corrientes, Formosa, 
Misiones), Brazil (Paraná and Rio Grande do Sul) and Paraguay (Amambay, Caazapá, Canindeyú, Central, Cordillera, 
Guiará, Itapúa, Ñeembucú, Paraguarí, San Pedro). According to Dematteis & Cabrera (2009), in Paraguay this species 
is also found in Alto Paraná, Caaguazú, Concepción, Misiones and Presidente Hayes. The species can be possibly 
found in the Argentinian provinces of Tucumán and Salta (Marques & Dematteis 2014). It inhabits crop fields, cerrado 
fields, wetland regions, forest margins and canopy (Figure 18).
	 Phenology—The species blooms throughout the year.
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	 Notes—This species can be confused with L. amambaia and L. setososquamosa, which also occur in southern 
South America, but L. remotiflora can be differentiated from both species by its acute leaf apex, eucamptodromous-
reticulodromous venation, inner phyllaries with acute apex and the presence of glandular trichomes on the style 
branches and corolla lobes. See comments under L. amambaia. 

FIGURE 18. Geographical distribution of L. remotiflora (circle) in Cone Sur.

11. Lepidaploa salzmannii (DC.) Robinson (1990: 492). Vernonia salzmannii Candolle (1836: 55). 
Type:—BRAZIL. Bahia, ‘”in umbrosis, ubi semel a me lecta”, 1830, P. Salzmann 47 (holotype G-DC! [online image!]). Figure 19.

Shrubs 0.9 m tall; branches sericeous, slightly ribbed. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes 2.8–3.8 cm long, petioles 
3–4 mm long, blade 7.5–10.5 × 1.9–2.2 cm, membranaceous, smooth, lanceolate, apex acute, margins entire, base 
cuneate, adaxial surfaces glabrescent, abaxial surfaces tomentose; venation eucamptodromous. Capitulescence 
seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 12–13.2 cm long, axis sericeous, gray. Involucre campanulate, 6–7 mm in diam., 
phyllaries 5–6-seriate, brown, membranaceous, glabrescent, outer elliptic-lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner lanceolate, 
apex slightly apiculate. Florets 19–21, corolla lilac, tube 4–5 mm long, glabrous, lobes 1.6–2.5 mm long, lanceolate, 
apex setose-glandular; apical anther appendages obovate, base slightly sagittate; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela 
turbinate to obconic, 1.5–2 mm long, setose-glandular, idioblasts present; carpopodium anullar. Pappus beige. 
	 Selected specimens examined—BRASIL. Paraná: Tomazina, Guaviroval, 02 September 1998, G. Hatschbach 
68293 (CTES). Antonina, Reserva Biológica de Sapintanduva, 15 May 1981 G. Hatschbach 43889 (MBM).
	 Distribution and habitat—In the study region, Lepidaploa salzmannii was found only in the state of Parana, Brazil. 
According to Dematteis & Cabrera (2009), this species also occurs in the department of Alto Paraguay, Paraguay. It 
grows on forest margins or under canopy in the Atlantic Rainforest (Figure 20). 
	 Phenology—The species was found in flower in May and September.
	 Notes—This species is morphologically similar to L. chamissonis because of the following common characters: 
leaves lanceolate, petioles 3–4 mm long, cypselae setose-glandular with idioblasts. See comments under L. 
chamissonis.
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FIGURE 19. Lepidaploa salzmannii. A. Plant. B. Stem detail. C. Abaxial leaf surface detail. D. Abaxial leaf surface detail. E. Capitula. F. 
Cypsela and pappus. G. Floret. H. Floret dissected. I. Style. J. Corolla lobe detail. K–L. Outer phyllaries. M–O. Inner phyllaries.
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FIGURE 20. Geographical distribution of L. salzmannii (circle), L. setososquamosa (square) and L. tarijensis (triangle) in Cone Sur.

12. Lepidaploa setososquamosa (Hieron.) Angulo & Dematteis (2012: 271). Vernonia setososquamosa Hieronymus 
(1897: 864). 
Type:—ARGENTINA. Salta province, Tarija department, Nogalitos, February 1873, P. G. Lorentz & G. H. E. W. Hieronymus 1205 

(lectotype COND! [photo!], designated by Cristóbal & Dematteis (2003: 47)). Figure 21.

Subshrubs 0.4–0.6 m tall; branches setose. Leaves distichous, cauline, internodes 1.1–2.1 cm long, sessile, blade 2.5–
10.2×0.6–3.2 cm, membranaceous, smooth, oval, ovate-lanceolate, apex apiculate, margins denticulate, base attenuate, 
both surfaces setulose; venation eucamptodromous-brochidodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose or paniculiform 
with capitula sessile, 10–20 cm long, axis densely velutinous, brown to green-yellowish. Involucre campanulate, 12–14 
mm in diam., phyllaries 5–6-seriate, brown or greenish with blackened apex, scarious to membranaceous, tomentose, 
outer linear-lanceolate, apex aristate, inner elliptic-lanceolate, apex aristate. Florets 23–25, corolla violet, tube 4–5 
mm long, glabrous, lobes 3.5–5 mm long, lanceolate, apex setose; apical anther appendages acute, base slightly obtuse; 
basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela turbinate, 1.55–1.7 mm long, sericeous-glandular, idioblasts present; carpopodium 
anullar. Pappus white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Salta: Rosario de Lerma, Dique Las Lomitas, Ribera Oeste, 09 
February 1997 L.J. Novara 10877 (CTES). PARAGUAY. Alto Paraguay: Camino Gabino Mendoza a General Garay, 
31 March 1995, R. Degen 3298 (FCQ). Boquerón: Parque Valle Natural, 12 km de Filadelfia, 28 February 1991, R. 
Vanni 2476 (CTES). 
	 Distribution and habitat—In southern South America the species is distributed in Argentina (Salta) and Paraguay 
(Alto Paraguay and Boquerón). In the study region the species inhabits fields on sandy soils in the Cerrado (Figure 
20).
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers from November to March.
	 Notes—This species is morphologically similar to L. remotiflora and L. amambaia, which also occur in southern 
South America. However, L. setososquamosa has a more restricted distribution than L. remotiflora and can be 
differentiated from the latter by its leaves with apiculate apex, eucamptodromous-brochidodromous venation, inner 
phyllaries with apiculate apex and absence of glandular trichomes on the style branches and corolla lobes. In turn, L. 
setossosquamosa is distinguished from L. amambaia by its heads with 23–25 florets, sessile leaves 12–14 mm long, 
and sericeo-glandular cypselae. See comments under L. amambaia and L. remotiflora.
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FIGURE 21. Lepidaploa setososquamosa. A. Plant. B. Abaxial leaf surface detail. C. Capitula. D. Floret. Source: Marques & Dematteis 
(2014).
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13. Lepidaploa tarijensis (Griseb.) Robinson (1990: 495). Vernonia sericea var. tarijensis Grisebach (1879: 163). 
Type:—BOLIVIA. Bei Carapari, 19 Juny 1873, P. G. Lorentz 634 (syntypes COND! GOET! [photo!]). Figure 22.

FIGURE 22. Lepidaploa tarijensis. A. Plant. B. Stem and leaf. C. Stem and leaf detail. D. Capitula. E–G. Outer phyllaries. H–K. Inner 
Phyllaries. L. Floret. M. Corolla lobe detail. Source: Marques & Dematteis (2014).

Clambering shrubs 1–2 m tall.; branches pubescent. Leaves distichous, cauline, internode 2.2–3.8 cm long, petioles 
3–5 mm long, blade 6.4–8.4 × 1.7–2.7 cm, membranaceous, slightly rugose, ovate-lanceolate, lanceolate, apex acute, 
margins entire, sometimes sinuate, base attenuate, adaxial surfaces glabrous, abaxial surface pubescent or glabrous; 
venation camptodromous-eucamptodromous. Capitulescence seriate-cymose with capitula sessile, 3–5.6 cm long, 
axis densely sericeous, brown to yellowish. Involucre widely campanulate, 8–10 mm in diam., phyllaries 5–8-seriate, 
yellowish, scarious, glabrous or pubescent on margins, outer oval-lanceolate, apex apiculate, inner elliptic-lanceolate, 
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apex acute or apiculate. Florets 24–27, corolla white or pinkish, tube 4–4.2 mm long, glabrous, lobes 2–2.5 mm long, 
lanceolate, apex setose; apical anther appendages acute or obtuse, base obtuse; basal stylar node enlarged. Cypsela 
turbinate, 2–2.3 mm long, sericeous; carpopodium anullar. Pappus white. 
	 Selected specimens examined—ARGENTINA. Salta: General San Martín, camino al Dique Itiyuro, 2 km de la 
Ruta 34, 22.IX.1997, M. Dematteis 839 (CTES).
	 Distribution and habitat—In the study region Lepidaploa tarijensis can be found only in the extreme north of 
Salta, Argentina. In Salta, the species was found only in the department of General José de San Martín. This species 
grows on the edges of the North–Central Humid Andes (Figure 20).
	 Phenology—Collected with flowers from May to August.
	 Notes—Lepidaploa tarijensis is similar to L. novarae. See comments under L. novarae. In summary, L. tarijensis 
can be differentiated from the other species of southern South America by the following combination of characters: 
clambering shrubs, pappus white, involucre 8–10 mm long, glandular trichomes absent on the corolla lobes, and 
cypselae without idioblasts.
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