
Received: 25 May 2017 Revised: 21 November 2017 Accepted: 22 November 2017
RE S EARCH ART I C L E

DOI: 10.1002/jrs.5321
SERS spectrum of imazalil. Experimental and quantum‐

chemical vibrational analysis
Gonzalo Díaz‐Mirón1 | María A. Sánchez2,3 | Doly M. Chemes1 | Rosa M.S. Álvarez1,4
1 Instituto de Química Física–Facultad de
Bioquímica, Química y Farmacia,
Universidad Nacional de Tucumán, San
Lorenzo 456, 4000 Tucumán, Argentina
2Laboratorio de Medios e Interfases,
Departamento de Bioingeniería, Facultad
de Ciencias Exactas y Tecnología,
Universidad Nacional de Tucumán, Av.
Independencia 1800, 4000 Tucumán,
Argentina
3 Instituto Superior de Investigaciones
Biológicas (INSIBIO), CONICET,
Tucumán, Argentina
4 Instituto de Química del Noroeste
Argentino (INQUINOA), CONICET,
Tucumán, Argentina

Correspondence
Rosa M. S. Álvarez, Instituto de Química
Física–Facultad de Bioquímica, Química y
Farmacia, Universidad Nacional de
Tucumán, San Lorenzo 456, 4000
Tucumán, Argentina.
Email: myshukoalvarez@gmail.com;
mysuko@fbqf.unt.edu.ar

Funding information
CONICET; Universidad Nacional de
Tucumán; Agencia Nacional de
Promoción Científica y Tecnológica,
Grant/Award Number: PICT2012 N°299
J Raman Spectrosc. 2017;1–13.
Abstract

Imazalil [1‐[2‐(2,4‐dichlorophenyl)‐2‐(2‐propenyloxyl‐ethyl]‐1 H imidazole] is

a systemic fungicide that is toxic to a number of plant pathogens, particu-

larly species of Penicillum. Its activity is based on the inhibition of mold

sporulation on fruit skin, which makes it one of the most commonly used

fungicide in post‐harvest citrus treatments for fruit preservation during

storage, shipping, and marketing. Due to its wide application, the presence

of imazalil needs to be monitored to avoid the excessive and/or improper

use. This work reports a complete analysis of the Fourier‐transform infra-

red spectroscopy and Raman spectra of imazalil as a pure compound as

well as in the commercial product for agricultural use; the band assign-

ment relays in the vibrational predictions acquired by quantum‐chemical

calculations (B3LYP/6–311 + g(2df, p)) for the imazalil molecule. An ana-

lytical application of surface‐enhanced Raman spectroscopy (SERS) is also

presented here. It is done so by using a novel, low‐cost, and sensitive

SERS‐active substrate built with silver nanoparticles supported on a Si/

ZnO nanowires platform to detect traces of imazalil in aqueous solutions.

Comparison between the Raman and SERS spectra allowed the characteri-

zation of the interaction between the pesticide and the silver nanoparticle

surface.
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1 | INTRODUCTION

Several types of pesticide are commonly used in
agriculture in order to protect crops and seeds against
mold, blight, and other diseases that may appear during
transportation and long‐time deposit. This practice must
be performed under strict control to ensure food safety,
because the residues of pesticides remain in fruits causing
environmental impact and public health risks. Although
pesticides are designed to offer high specificity of action,
their use is also manifested in innumerable undesirable
effects as the appearance of resistant organisms and the
wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal
contamination of water and soil with carcinogenic, muta-
genic, or toxic substances.[1]

Current standard methods applied to control and
monitor the excessive and/or improper use of pesticides
and herbicides are based on HPLC and CG‐MS tech-
niques,[2–5] which are known to be time consuming and
require expensive experimental approach and sophisti-
cated laboratories. Surface‐enhanced Raman spectroscopy
(SERS) is a label‐free detection method able to provide
high sensitivity, offering remarkable potential for analyti-
cal applications in fast and simple protocols and relatively
cheap experiments. These properties have lead SERS to
Copyright © 2017 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd./jrs 1
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emerge in the last decades as a valuable alternative to
detect contaminants in the food that reaches the
consumer's table.[6–11] The enhancement of the Raman
scattering intensity of molecules at the trace level is propi-
tiated by the presence of a nanostructured metallic sur-
face[12] and is associated with localized surface plasmon
resonance induced on the metal surface.[13] This fact has
made the development of SERS substrates a very active
field in the pursuit of efficiency, sensibility, and ease of
use.[14]

Imazalil [1‐[2‐(2,4‐dichlorophenyl)‐2‐(2‐propenyloxyl‐
ethyl]‐1 H imidazole] is one of the most commonly used
fungicide in citrus postharvest treatments for the preser-
vation of fruits during storage, shipment, and marketing,
because it inhibits the sporulation of mold on the fruit
skin.[15] Imazalil is a systemic fungicide that is toxic to a
number of plant pathogens, particularly species of
Penicillum, by acting as an inhibitor of the ergosterol
biosynthesis.[16]

In spite of the wide application of imazalil and the
consequent need for its control and monitoring, the vibra-
tional analysis of this substance has not yet been pub-
lished. In this work, we report the first complete study
of the infrared and Raman spectra of the imazalil; the
experimental data were complemented by quantum
chemical calculations (B3LYP/6–311 + g(2df,p)) that pro-
vided the basis for the interpretation of the vibrational
behavior of this molecule. The vibrational spectra of the
agricultural commercial formula were also collected and
compared with those of the pure imazalil. Because the
inspiration of this work is based on the necessity to detect
traces of this compound in fruits, a simple, low‐cost, and
sensitive SERS‐active substrate built with silver nanopar-
ticles (AgNPs) supported on a Si/ZnO nanowires platform
was used. Aqueous dilutions of imazalil in trace concen-
trations were measured. Differences between SERS and
normal Raman spectra, due to specific surface selection
rules,[17,18] allowed us to propose the preferred orientation
of the adsorbed molecule on the substrate surface. The
comparison between the SERS spectral profiles of diluted
samples of the pure compound and of the agricultural
commercial product is significantly important if the pres-
ence of imazalil is sought to be detected in fruits using this
analytical method.
2 | MATERIALS AND METHODS

Pure imazalil PESTANAL (analytical grade, Sigma‐
Aldrich) was used in solid state for the Fourier‐transform
infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) and normal Raman spectral
acquisition. The agricultural commercial product imazalil
Fecundal 50 EC (50% p/v, emulsifiable concentrate) was
donated by the citrus company Citrícola San Miguel S.
A., Argentina, and it was used without further purifica-
tion to maintain the whole physical and chemical proper-
ties of the compound as normally used in fruit protection.
A 10‐μl drop of the commercial product was used for the
acquisition of the FTIR and normal Raman spectra. For
SERS measurements, different concentration stock solu-
tions of the agricultural commercial product in the
10−5 M (3 ppm, approximately) to 10−7 M (0,03 ppm,
approximately) range were prepared with distilled water.
The SERS spectrum of a 10−5 M aqueous solution of pure
imazalil was also acquired.
2.1 | Instrumentation

The FTIR spectra were acquired from pure imazalil com-
pound contained in KBr pellets and from a film formed
by a drop of the agricultural commercial product sup-
ported between KRS‐5 windows. A FTIR Atti Mattson
Genesis Series spectrometer was used. In order to
improve the signal/noise ratio, 60 and 32 spectra in the
4,000–400 cm−1 range (4‐cm−1 spectral resolution) were
collected for the emulsifiable concentrate and the solid
samples, respectively.

A DXR Raman microscope (Thermo Fisher Scientific)
was used for normal Raman and SERS measurements.
Normal Raman spectra between 3,500 and 50 cm−1 were
acquired from 10‐μl drops of the agricultural commercial
product and from the solid sample of the pure imazalil.
The samples in both states were deposited on gold‐coated
glass slides. Due to the strong fluorescence emission pro-
duced by the impurities contained in the commercial
emulsifiable concentrate, the normal Raman spectrum
of this sample was obtained by using a 780‐nm excitation
wavelength at 24 mW of power (5‐cm−1 spectral resolu-
tion), instead of the 532‐nm excitation (10 mW of power)
used for the imazalil compound in pure state. Samples
were focused with a 10× objective, and a 50‐μm slit aper-
ture was used for spectral collection. Spectra were
obtained from six different sampling points and each
spectrum resulted from accumulating 20 expositions with
an exposure time of 2 s each. For SERS measurements, Si/
ZnO/AgNP substrates were used. Aqueous solutions of
10‐μl volume at different concentrations were dropped
onto the substrates and then naturally dried at room tem-
perature. SERS measurements were acquired from three
randomly selected locations within each substrate and
the average spectrum calculated to minimize heterogene-
ities in the metal deposition. A 532‐nm excitation wave-
length (10‐mW power) was used. Each spectrum was
obtained by accumulating 40 expositions of 2 s each. All
measurements were performed at ambient temperature.
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2.2 | Si/ZnO/AgNPs substrates

Substrates for SERS measurements were prepared follow-
ing a protocol optimized in our laboratory, which will be
published elsewhere with the corresponding characteriza-
tion. Briefly, the first step consists of seeding ZnO onto
undoped (111) oriented Si single crystal wafers, which
were ultrasonically washed first with acetone, then in
ethanol, and finally, distilled water. A 20‐μl volume of
zinc acetate dihydrate (proanalysis, Cicarelli) in ethanol
0.006 Mwas dropped on the wafers and distributed by spin
coating at 1,000 RPM for 10 s. After rinsing with ethanol,
the wafers were incubated at 330 °C for 30 min to yield
ZnO seeds onto the silicon substrate. In the second step,
ZnO nanowires were grown by a hydrothermal
method.[19,20] Si wafers with ZnO seeds were immersed
in an open crystallizing dish filled with an aqueous
solution of zinc nitrate hydrate (0.025 M; proanalysis,
Annedra) and hydroxymethylamine (0.025 M; pro‐analy-
sis, Merk) and subsequently incubated at 90 °C for 3 hr.
Finally, AgNPs were deposited onto ZnO nanowires.
This step was performed by immersing Si/ZnO sub-
strates in a 0.1 M AgNO3 solution prepared with a 1:1
ratio ethanol–water solution and subjecting them to
UV‐irradiation with 254‐nm excitation for 12 min. These
conditions would be suitable to produce plasmonic reso-
nance on the AgNPs with the 532‐nm laser because the
substrates thus obtained have demonstrated to be SERS‐
active with a 10−7 M probe solution of crystal violet
(data not shown here).
2.3 | Computational details

Quantum chemical calculations were performed with the
Gaussian(R) 03 Program Package.[21] The grown state
geometry of imazalil was fully optimized by using the
density functional theory with the B3LYP hybrid func-
tional[22–24] and the standard split valence basis set 6–
311 + g(2df,p). Previously, rigid potential energy surface
scans were performed at the B3LYP/6‐31 g(d) level of
theory to estimate the starting molecular geometry for
optimization. Calculations were also performed for the
imazalil molecule attached to a single silver atom
(imazalil‐Ag complex). The gen keyword was used,
where the light atoms (CHNOCl) were calculated with
the 6–311 + g(2df,p) basis set and the Ag atoms with
the LANL2DZ basis set considering a pseudo potential.
In order to determine the more probable orientations
of imazalil on the silver surface, different locations of
the Ag atom in the molecule vicinity were probed by
evaluating the energies of the optimized complexes.
The subsequent vibrational calculations, performed at
the same level of theory than the optimizations, allowed
to ensure that the structures were true minima (imagi-
nary wavenumbers were not obtained) and to determine
the corresponding zero‐point vibrational energies
(ZPVEs). The calculated vibrational frequencies were
scaled by an appropriated factor (0.9723) to match bet-
ter with the experimental data. The vibration modes
were identified and assigned with the aid of GaussView
5.0 graphical interface[25] that allows an interpretation
of the predicted normal modes based on the atomic
Cartesian displacements, reinforced by the correspond-
ing displacement vectors.
3 | RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 | Conformational analysis and
structural characterization of imazalil

The evaluation of the most stable conformation adopted
by the imazalil molecule was performed by exploring the
potential energy surface as a function of three dihedral
angles that were separately varied. The preferred orienta-
tions of the aromatic rings and the vinyl group, with
respect to the chiral C1 atom, were predicted with the
B3LYP/6–31 g(d) method. Figure 1 shows the single‐point
energy calculations done for different values of the dihe-
dral angles ϕ(C11–N4–C2–C1), ϕ(C10–C3–C1–C2), and
ϕ(C22–C13–O7–C1) that determine the orientation of
the imidazole, benzene, and vinyl groups, respectively.
As was expected, flexibility around the C1–C3 bond is
highly restricted due to steric interactions of the chlorine
atom in ortho position with both CH2 groups of the mole-
cule. The most stable conformation is reached for the
ϕ(C10–C3–C1–C2) = −90°. A second local minimum is
calculated at ϕ= − 120° with an energy of 2.50 kcal.mol
−1 above the global minimum. Similarly, the vinyl group
appears also confined in a spatial region that keeps it
apart from interactions with the π‐electrons systems of
both aromatic rings. In this scan, the zero energy value
corresponds to a minimum occurring at ϕ(C22–C13–O7–
C1) = 180°, which is centered in a wide trough with
higher energies by 1.3, 0.45, and 1.85 kcal.mol−1 calcu-
lated for ϕ values of 150°, 210°, and 240°, respectively.
In turn, the orientation of the imidazole‐ring plane shows
two minima at ϕ(C11–N4–C2–C1) = ±90°, and with an
energy difference between them of only 0.27 kcal.mol−1.
In this case, the second minimum is separated from the
first by an internal energy barrier of 4.31 kcal.mol−1.

Figure 2 shows the fully optimized molecular geome-
try of the most stable conformer, as derived from the three
global minima obtained. In the preferred arrangement,
both aromatic rings planes are parallel to each other,
whereas the allyl group attached to the O atom adopts
such orientation that any steric and/or electronic



FIGURE 2 Optimized molecular

structure of imazalil at the B3lyp/6–

311 + g(2df,p) level of theory. Nitrogen

atoms are renumbered as N(1) and N(2)

and the methylene and methine groups

with Csp3 are marked and renamed as CH2

ether, CH ether, and CH2 attached

imidazole ring as they are referred in the

assignment tables [Colour figure can be

viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]

FIGURE 1 Rigid potential energy surface scans were performed at the B3LYP/6–31 g(d) level of theory. Three different coordinates were

modified independently. In (a) and (c), the dihedral angles ϕ(C11–N4–C2–C1) and ϕ(C10–C3–C1–C2), respectively, were varied from −180° to

180°. In (b), the dihedral angle ϕ(C22–C13–O7–C1) was varied from 0° to 360°. The step size for each variable was 30°. For atom numbering

see Figure 2 [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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interaction with the π electrons of the imidazol or ben-
zene rings is minimized. The geometrical parameters, cal-
culated with the B3LYP/6–311 + g(2df,p) method, are
presented in Table 1.
3.2 | Vibrational characterization of
imazalil

The experimental FTIR and normal Raman spectra in the
3,200–500 and 3,200–200 cm−1 ranges, respectively, of
imazalil as pure substance and as the commercial concen-
trate pesticide, are shown in Figure 3. Calculated IR and
Raman spectra for the isolated imazalil molecule,
performed with the B3LYP/6–311 + g(2df,p) method, are
also included in Figure 3.

According to published vibrational analysis for related
molecular systems, most of the bands appearing between
1,700 and 1,450 cm−1 are due to C═C and C═N
stretchings of the vinyl group and the imidazole and ben-
zene rings; several CH2 deformations and in‐plane‐ring
vibration modes of Csp2‐H, CCC, and CNC atomic groups
are observed between 1,460 and 1,100 cm−1, and the
bands below 1,000 cm−1 are associated mainly with tor-
sions and out‐of‐plane ring deformations; complex vibra-
tions involving the C–O and C–Cl bonds appear in the
1,100–1,000 cm−1 range. A more detailed band

http://wileyonlinelibrary.com
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TABLE 1 The optimized geometrical parameters of imazalil, calculated at the B3LYP/6311 + g(2df,p) level of theory

Bond length (Å) Bond angle (°) Dihedral angle (°)

C1–C2 1.538 C1C3C10 122.86 C1C3C10C16 178.81

C1–C3 1.522 C2C1C3 110.44 C2C1C3C10 −85.21

C1–O7 1.412 N4C2C1 113.15 N4C2C1C3 171.37

C2–N4 1.449 C9C3C10 117.01 C9C3C10C16 0.35

N4–C11 1.380 C11N4C2 126.52 C11N4C2C1 −84.50

N4–C12 1.364 C12N4C2 127.02 C12N4C2C1 91.40

C11–C18 1.367 C14C9C3 122.02 C14C9C3C10 −0.20

C18–N20 1.374 C18C11N4 105.74 C18C11N4C2 176.92

N20–C12 1.311 N20C12N4 112.19 N20C12N4C2 −177.00

C3–C9 1.395 O7C1C3 112.23 O7C1C3C10 155.74

C3–C10 1.395 C13O7C1 114.78 C13O7C1C3 −82.36

C9–C14 1.387 C22C13O7 108.64 C22C13O7C1 −174.42

C14–C25 1.388 C29C22C13 124.11 C29C22C13O7 −126.94

C25–C16 1.386 C25C16C10 118.74 C25C16C10C3 −0.26

C10–C16 1.389 Cl17C10C16 117.21 Cl17C10C16C25 179.63

C10–Cl17 1.756 Cl31C25C16 119.21 Cl31C25C16C10 179.92

C25–Cl31 1.745

O7–C13 1.429

C13–C22 1.494

C22–C29 1.326
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assignment of the experimentally observed features was
achieved based on the theoretical prediction of the vibra-
tional behavior of the imazalil molecule. Only the most
representative bands are discussed here, but the complete
vibrational assignment for most of the FTIR and Raman
bands is presented in Table 2.

The νC═C mode of the vinyl group is assigned to the
intense band observed at 1,641 cm−1 in the Raman spec-
trum of the pure substance (1,635 cm−1, weak feature in
FTIR), in agreement with reported data for vinyl group
in ethers and olefins.[26–28] The νC═C vibrations of
substituted benzene rings are well characterized in bibli-
ography.[27,29–31] Thus, the Raman bands observed at
1,590, 1,561 and 1,459 cm−1 are straightforward assigned
to typical stretching modes of the benzene ring, showing
good concordance with the theoretical predictions as well
with the features observed in the spectra of the concen-
trate for agricultural uses. The intensity of the last band
(1,459 cm−1) in the Raman of the commercial pesticide
suggests the presence of impurities/excipients contribut-
ing to the band shape. In this spectral region are also
expected stretching vibrations localized in the imidazole
ring: two medium‐intensity Raman bands centered at
1,528 and 1,512 cm−1 have been published for methyl
imidazole and at 1,535 and 1,488 cm−1 for imidazole in
neutral state, which have been briefly reported as ring
vibrations,[32,33] and a medium‐intensity band at
1,504 cm−1 has been observed in an N‐substituted imidaz-
ole product and attributed to the stretching of the single
C–N bond.[34] According to our calculations for the
imazalil molecule, these vibrations can be characterized
as the out‐of‐phase stretching of the C═C and C═N(2)

bonds (νo.o.ph C═C/C═N(2)) and the symmetric stretching
νs CN(1)C, which are predicted at 1,496 and 1,484 cm−1

and would be observed as the intense FTIR features at
1,502 and 1,469 cm−1, respectively. This last band, not
observed in the Raman spectra of imazalil, could be also
attributed to a deformation mode of the CH2 ether group,
calculated at 1,464 cm−1 (see Table 2).

Two strong Raman bands centered at 1,363 and
1,346 cm−1 are observed in the spectrum of the pure sub-
stance, whereas in the commercial concentrate, a single
intense albeit asymmetric band is observed; their FTIR
counterparts are manifested as weak signals. According
to the theoretical predictions, these features are associated
to CH2 and COC deformations as well as to the νi.ph C═C/
C═N(2) mode.

In general, the νC–Cl modes in molecules with the
halogen attached directly to a benzene ring are strongly
coupled with different δCCC and δCH rings



FIGURE 3 Experimental and

calculated IR and Raman spectra for

imazalil. (a,f) Theoretical IR and Raman

spectra, respectively, predicted with the

(B3LYP/6–311 + g (2df,p)) method. (b)

FTIR spectrum of the pure imazalil

supported in a KBr pellet. (c) FTIR

spectrum of the agricultural commercial

product acquired from a film supported

between KRS‐5 windows. (d) Raman

spectrum of a 10‐μl drop of the agricultural

commercial product deposited on a gold

glass slide. (e) Raman spectrum of the pure

substance, obtained directly from the solid

deposited on a gold glass slide. The

commercial product was used without

purification. All spectra were acquired at

ambient temperature. *Bands showing

high contributions from the impurities

and/or excipients in the emulsifiable

concentrated. Ar. = aromatic ring.
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vibrations.[30,31] Our calculations predict additional cou-
plings between the modes involving the halogen atoms
with the asymmetric C–O–C stretching and other C–C
vibrations, making a difficult unequivocal assignment.
Thus, based on reported values for different chlorine‐
substituted benzene rings, the strongest FTIR bands at
1,087, 1,072, 1,041, and 1,030 cm−1 are tentatively associ-
ated with complex vibrations involving the C–Cl
stretchings with the νas C–O–C, ρCH2, and one δi.pl.CCC
modes. In the Raman spectrum of the pure imazalil, these
fundamentals are observed as a very strong band at
1,074 cm−1 and two medium intensity bands at 1,041
and 1,030 cm−1.

Most of the C–H and CCC out‐of‐plane deformations
of both aromatic rings are predicted as mixed vibrations,
appearing bellow 900 cm−1. A tentative assignment of
the experimental bands to these modes is proposed
(Table 2).

The overall good correlation existing between the cal-
culated wavenumbers and the bands observed in the spec-
tra of the pure substance facilitates the identification of
bands that could receive contributions from vibrational
modes belonging to the impurities and/or excipients
present in the emulsifiable product. This is the case for
the bands observed at 1,459, 840, 804, and 524 cm−1 in
the Raman spectrum of this commercial sample, whose
intensities differ considerably from the corresponding
bands in the spectrum of the pure imazalil. The same
interpretation is proposed for the intense bands observed
at 1,138 and 922 cm−1 in the FTIR spectrum of the com-
mercial agricultural product.
3.3 | SERS spectra of imazalil on Si/ZnO/
AgNP substrate

The SERS spectrum of ~10−5 M aqueous solution of
imazalil was measured. The spectral range between
1,700 and 500 cm−1 is presented in Figure 4. For compar-
ison, the normal Raman spectrum of the pure imazalil
and that of the clean substrate are included in the figure;
also, a SEM image of the substrate is presented.

The Raman of the Si/ZnO/AgNP substrate shows a
very strong and sharp band at 521 cm−1, which is charac-
teristic of the crystalline silicon, and a weak and flat band
spanning from 940 to 980 cm−1, typical of the SiO as thin
film.[35] The SiO film is probably formed on the crystalline



TABLE 2 Calculated and experimental wavenumbers together with a tentative assignment for imazalil as pure substance and as emulsi-

fiable concentrate pesticide

Imazalil (pure) B3LYP/6–311
+ g(2df,p)b (cm−1)

Emulsifiable concentrate

AssignmentcRamana (cm−1) FTIRa (cm−1) Ramana (cm−1) FTIRa (cm−1)

3,172 (vw) 3,171,3,152

3,135 (s) 3,144 3,147 (w) 3,149 (vw) νC–H imidazole ring

3,124 (w) 3,124 (vw) 3,123 3,121 (w) 3,111 (w) νas = CH2 vinyl group

3,114 (s) 3,112 (vw) 3,114 3,084 (w) νC–H benzene ring

3,080 (m) 3,080 (vw) 3,098

3,061 (vs) 3,059 (m) 3,059 3,071 (m) νC–H vinyl group
3,043 νs═CH2 vinyl group

3,010 (s) 3,009 (m) 3,024 3,016 (m) νas CH2 attach.
imidazole ring

2,988 (s) 2,988 (w) 2,978 2,970 (s, br) 2,968 (s) νs CH2 attach. imidazole ring
2,955 (s) 2,947 (m) 2,933 νas CH2 ether +C–H ether

2,934 (m) 2,933 (w) 2,929 2,934 (vs) 2,928 (s) νas CH2 ether−C–H ether

2,875 (m) 2,875 (m) 2,888 2,877 (vs) 2,871 (s) νs CH2 ether

1,641 (s) 1,635 (w) 1,664 1,646 (s) 1,647 (w) νC═C vinyl group

~1,600 (sh)d

1,590 (s) 1,589 (s) 1,578 1,589 (s) 1,589 (s) νC═C benzene ring

1,561 (w) 1,561 (m) 1,549 1,561 (m) 1,561 (w) νC═C benzene ring

1,504 (m) 1,502 (s) 1,496 1,511 (m) 1,511 (s) νo.o.ph. C═C/C═N(2) imidazole ring
1,484 νs CN(1)C imidazole ring

1,469 (s) 1,464 1,459 (s,br)d 1,469 (s) δ CH2 ether
1,459 (w) 1,459 (m) 1,457 1,460 (sh) νC═C benzene ring
1,435 (w) 1,434 (m) 1,433 1,440 (sh) δ CH2 imidazole ring

1,423 (m) 1,423 (m) 1,426 1,426 (sh) δ CH2 vinyl group

1,387 (w) 1,391 (m) 1,386 1,387 (w,br) 1,375 (m) δ CH
1,371 νas CN(1)C imidazole ring

1,363 (s) 1,363 (m) 1,367 1,349 (s) δ CH2 + δ COC
1,346 (s) 1,346 (w) 1,350 1,346 (sh) Wag. CH2 attach. imidazole ring

1,346 1,338 (w) νi.ph. C═C/C═N(2) imidazole ring
1,320 (vvw) 1,329 δ CH2 attach. imidazole ring

1,293 (m) 1,289 1,289 (s) 1,289 (m) δ CH
1,285 (m) 1,285 (m) 1,283 δ CH vinyl group
1,274 (m) 1,274 (m) 1,276 δi.pl. CH imidazole ring

+ δi.pl.CN(1)C

1,252 (m) 1,255 1,257 (w,br) δi.pl. CCC benzene ring
1,245 δi.pl. CH benzene ring

1,233 (vw) 1,230 (s) 1,233 τ CH2

1,216 (s) ~1,214 (sh) 1,228 1,232 (m) δi.pl. CH imidazole ring

1,186 (m) 1,186 (w) 1,195 1,184 (m) 1,184 (w) τ CH2 imidazole ring
+ ν Csp3‐Csp2 benzene ring

1,147 (m) 1,144 (vw) 1,170 1,141 (s) 1,138 (vs)d ν Csp3–Csp2 benzene ring
+ δi.pl. CH benzene ring

1,107 (m) 1,10 7(s) 1,104 1,106 (s) 1,106 (vs) δi.pl. CH imidazole ring
+ δi.pl.CN(2)C

1,087 (w) 1,087 (vs) 1,093 1,092 (vs) νas C–O–C + νi.ph. C–Cl

1,074 (vs) 1,072 (m) 1,082 1,080 (s) 1,080 (sh) νas C–O–C + νi.ph. C–Cl

(Continues)
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TABLE 2 (Continued)

Imazalil (pure) B3LYP/6–311
+ g(2df,p)b (cm−1)

Emulsifiable concentrate

AssignmentcRamana (cm−1) FTIRa (cm−1) Ramana (cm−1) FTIRa (cm−1)

1,062 (w) 1,061 (m) 1,068 , δi.pl. CH imidazole ring

1,041 (m) 1,041 (s) 1,048 1,046 (vs) νo.o.ph. C–Cl + ρ CH2 attach.
imidazole ring

1,030 (m) 1,030 (m) 103 1,033 (s) ν C–Cl + δi.pl. CCC benzene ring

1,013 (w) 1,013 (m) 1,015 1,010 (vw) 1,010 (w) δi.pl. CN(1)C imidazole ring
1,008 νs C–O–C

998 (w) 997 (m) 1,005 995 (w) 992 (m) δo.o.pl. CH vinyl group

955 (w) 952 (m) 943 947 (sh) Wag═CH2 vinyl group

920 (w) 921 (vw) 915 922 (m) 922 (s)d δi.pl. CH vinyl group

907 (w) 905 (w) 892 δi.pl. CN(2)C imidazole ring

872 (m) 871 (w) 878 866 (m) 866 (m) δo.o.pl. CH benzene ring
863 (w) 860 ρ CH2 attach. imidazole ring

+ ν Csp3–Csp3

850 (m) 847 (w) 853 840 (s)d 840 (s) δo.o.pl. CH imidazole ring
835 (s) 834 (m) 848 δo.o.pl. CH benzene ring + δo.o.pl. CH

imidazole ring
820 (w) 818 (m) 825 δo.o.pl. CH benzene ring

802 804 (m)d δo.o.pl. CH imidazole ring

787 (m) 775 790 (m) ν C–Cl + δ Csp2–Csp3–Csp3

724 (m) 724 (s) 724 δo.o.pl. CCC benzene ring

696 (m) 694 (w) 689 688 (m) 688 (w, sh) δi.pl. CCC benzene ring
+ δi.pl. CNC imidazole ring

662 (vs) 662 (s) 659 660 (s) 660 (m) τ imidazole ring

630 (w) 625 (m) 623 629 (w) 629 (w) τ imidazole ring

523 (w) 507 524 (m)d 523 (m) Skeletal

456 (m) 450 (m) 456 δo.o.pl. CCC benzene ring

433 (m) 431 δo.o.pl. CCC benzene ring

402 (vs) 388 398 (s) δo.o.pl. CCC benzene ring

282 (vs) 272 Skeletal

238 (vs) 246 263 (m) Wag. imidazole ring

193 (vs) 188 195 (s) δs ClCC

as, Strong; vs, very strong; m, medium; w, weak; vw, very weak; sh, shoulder; br, broad.
bAll the wavenumbers were scaled by 0.9723.
cν, Stretch; δ, deformation; ρ, rocking; τ, torsion; wag, wagging; s, symmetric; as, antisymmetric; i.pl., in‐plane; o.o.pl., out‐of‐plane; i.ph., in‐phase; o.o.ph., out‐

of‐phase.
dDenotes bands that receive contributions from vibrations associated to impurities and/or excipients present in the commercial product for agriculture.
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Si wafer by surface oxidation during the manufacturing
process of the SERS‐substrates.

The SERS spectrum of imazalil shows several bands
that correlate well with the normal Raman spectrum of
the pure substance. However, to support the interpreta-
tion of the observed bands, geometry optimizations and
vibrational predictions of various imazalil‐Ag complexes
(B3LYP/6–311 + g(2df,p)/LANL2DZ) were performed.
Figure 5 shows those imazalil‐Ag complexes optimized
at the lowest ZPVE values, which demonstrated to be
true minima because no imaginary wavenumbers were
obtained. By comparison among the corresponding
energy values, it can be concluded that the imazalil
molecule interacts with the metal through the

http://o.o.pl
http://o.o.ph


FIGURE 4 SERS spectrum between 1,700 and 500 cm−1 of a ~10−5 M aqueous solution of imazalil (black line). The normal Raman

spectrum of imazalil as pure substance (red line) and the Raman spectrum of the Si/ZnO/AgNPs substrate (grey line) are included for

comparison. In set: SEM image of the Si/ZnO/AgNPs substrate [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]

FIGURE 5 Optimized conformations of the three most stable imazalil‐Ag complexes. Calculations were performed with the B3lyp/6–

311 + g(2df,p) method for H, C, N, and O atoms and with the LANL2DZ basis set for Ag atom. Zero‐point corrected energies (ZPVE) in

Hartree and the energy differences (ΔE) in kcal.mol−1 with respect to the lowest ZPVE value are included [Colour figure can be viewed at

wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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imidazole ring moiety, whereas interactions through
the π‐electrons system of the benzene ring can be ruled
out due to the significantly high energies (data not
shown).

Previous studies of imidazole by SERS have shown
that this molecule can adsorb onto a metal surface in
two different ways: through the unshared pair of electrons
on the N(2) atom or through the π‐electrons system of the
imidazole ring.[36] Coordination through the N(2) atom
leads the molecule to adopt a perpendicular orientation
of the aromatic ring plane with respect to the metal sur-
face,[36] as was also observed for other heteroaromatic
rings.[37–39] In the case of imazalil, this type of coordina-
tion implies that the vinyl group may also interact with

http://wileyonlinelibrary.com
http://wileyonlinelibrary.com
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the metal through the π electrons of the C═C double
bond. In effect, the imazalil‐Ag complex showing the low-
est ZPVE value is that with the metal interacting with the
N(2) atom but, due to the proximity of the vinyl group, the
optimization converged leaving the silver atom in a posi-
tion slightly deviated from the coplanarity with the imid-
azole group (see Complex I in Figure 5). Other possible
arrangements show the metal atom interacting with the
TABLE 3 SERS bands observed in the 1,700–500 cm−1 spectral range

commercial pesticide for agricultural uses

SERS pure
Imazalil (cm−1)

SERS commercial
pesticide (cm−1)

Complex I B3LYP/6–
+ g(2df,p)/LANL2DZ

1,644 1,664

1,602 1,601 1,577

1,564 1,548

1,547/1,529 1,501 (+5)
1,492 (+8)

1,454 1,450 1,466

1,348 1,352 1,346 (−4)
1,345

1,288 1,300 1,288
1,282

1,270 1,277

1,256 1,254
1,245

1,216 1,229

1,188 1,198

1,145 1,152 1,170

1,106 1,101 (−3)

1,070 1,063 1,081
1,073 (+5)

1,033 1,030 1,050
1,016

1,000

932 915
904 (+12)

894

874

817 822 849
817 (+15)

724 725

674 688

665 654

aAll the wavenumbers were scaled by 0.9723.
bData in parentheses are the difference between calculated wavenumbers for Com
cν, Stretch; δ, deformation; ρ, rocking; τ, torsion; wag, wagging; s, symmetric; as, a
of‐phase.
π‐electrons system of the imidazole on both ring faces.
Complexes II and III present ΔE = 3.09 kcal.mol−1 and
ΔE = 3.41 kcal.mol−1 relative to Complex I, respectively.

Table 3 lists the SERS bands shown in Figure 4
together with the corresponding wavenumbers predicted
for the most probable imazalil‐Ag complex. According to
the observed and calculated features, it is proposed that
the band originated by the νo.o.phC═C/C═N(2) mode
of 10−5 M aqueous solutions of imazalil as pure substance and as

311
a,b (cm−1) Assignmentc

νC═C vinyl group

νC═C benzene ring/H2O/impurity

νC═C benzene ring

νo.o.ph. C═C/C═N(2) imidazole ring
νs CN(1)C imidazole ring

νC═C benzene ring/impurity/excipient

Wag. CH2 attach. imidazole ring
νi.ph. C═C/C═N(2) imidazole ring

δ CH
δ CH vinyl group

δi.pl. CH imidazole ring + δi.pl.CN(1)C

δi.pl. CCC benzene ring
δi.pl. CH benzene ring

δi.pl. CH imidazole ring

τ CH2 imidazole ring + ν Csp3–Csp2 benzene ring

ν Csp3–Csp2 benzene ring + δi.pl. CH benzene ring

δi.pl. CH imidazole ring + δi.pl.CN(2)C

νas C–O–C + νi.ph. C–Cl
δi.pl. CH imidazole ring

ρ CH2 attach. imidazole ring
δi.pl. CN(1)C imidazole ring

Impurity/excipient

δi.pl. CH vinyl group
δi.pl. CN(2)C imidazole ring

Impurity/excipient

Impurity/excipient

δo.o.pl. CH benzene ring / imidazole ring
δo.o.pl. CH benzene ring

δo.o.pl. CCC benzene ring

δi.pl. CCC benzene ring + δi.pl. CNC imidazole ring

τ imidazole ring

plex I and imazalil molecule.

ntisymmetric; i.pl., in‐plane; o.o.pl., out‐of‐plane; i.ph., in‐phase; o.o.ph., out‐

http://o.o.pl
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experiences an important upshift upon SERS effect (from
1,504 to 1,529 or 1,547 cm−1), and the irregular band con-
tour on the low wavenumber side indicates that the νs
CN(1)C mode becomes more active. These interpretations
are in concordance with the expected interaction of the
imazalil molecule with the metal surface: The corre-
sponding wavenumbers for both vibrations in Complex I
are predicted experiencing blueshifts. Similarly, the δi.pl.
CN(2)C mode (observed at 907 cm−1in the normal Raman
spectrum of the pure substance) can be associated with
the SERS band at 932 cm−1. The strong SERS band at
1,602 cm−1 could be assigned to the benzene νC═C mode
(the strong band at 1,590 cm−1 in the normal Raman spec-
trum). However, interactions of the benzene ring with the
metal are not predicted to justify a shift of this band.
Alternatively, this intense band may be related to the
presence of water molecules in interaction with the metal
surface, according to reported SERS spectra of pure water
that showed a band[39,40] at 1,610 cm−1.

The presence of SERS bands corresponding to both the
in‐plane and out‐of‐plane vibration modes of the imidaz-
ole and benzene aromatic rings suggests that imidazol
adopts a tilted orientation with respect to the metal
FIGURE 6 SERS spectra in the 1,700 and 600 cm−1 range of aqueous

line) and as a pure substance (black line). In set: Series of SERS spectra

concentrations: 10−5 M, 10−6 M, and 10−7 M, together with the normal

Raman spectrum of the Si/ZNO/AgNPs substrate [Colour figure can be
surface.[41,42] However, the possibility that the molecule
is also adsorbed on the metallic surface with a flat orien-
tation of the imidazole ring is not ruled out.
3.4 | SERS spectra of the imazalil product
for agricultural uses

Figure 6 compares the SERS spectra, in the region of 1,700
to 600 cm−1, of the aqueous solutions of imazalil (10−5 M)
as product for agricultural use and as pure substance. In
general, the SERS spectral profile of the commercial pesti-
cide evidences several bands that correlate well with those
observed in the SERS spectrum of the pure imazalil, but
exhibiting weaker intensities. The SERS bands of the com-
mercial sample are included in Table 3.

In the spectrum of the commercial pesticide, the band
centered at 1,450 cm−1 stands out. Due to its intensity and
band shape, this feature is associated with vibrations cor-
responding to impurity and/or excipient present in the
sample. The sharp band observed at 1,000 cm−1 as well
as those at 894 and 874 cm−1 would also be attributable
to the presence of impurities.
solutions of imazalil (10−5 M) as a pesticide for agricultural use (red

of aqueous solutions of the commercial pesticide at different

Raman spectrum of imazalil as commercial concentrate and the

viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]

http://wileyonlinelibrary.com
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4 | CONCLUSIONS

The complete vibrational analysis of imazalil as pure sub-
stance in solid state and as a commercial pesticide product
is presented here. Quantum chemical calculations
allowed a reliable assignment of most of the observed IR
and Raman bands. This study constitutes the starting
point for the implementation of SERS as a trace detection
method for imazalil as contaminant in fruits and foods.

Although the strongest band in the SERS spectra of
the commercial agricultural product (1,450 cm−1) is
interpreted as receiving remarkable contributions from
vibrations of impurities or excipients in the sample, the
detection of other several features, albeit weak, offers a
promising prospect for the use of the Si/ZnO/AgNPs‐
based substrates for determinations of the contaminant
imazalil by SERS.

Interpretation of the SERS spectrum of the pure sub-
stance relies on computational predictions of the main
binding sites of a silver atom to the different functional
groups of the imazalil molecule. Correlation between the
vibrational behavior predicted for the imazalil‐Ag complex
with the lowest ZPVE value with the experimentally
observed features allowed proposing the most probable
adsorption orientation. These results are important for sub-
sequent uses of the novel Si/ZnO/AgNP‐based substrate for
fast, low‐cost, and sensitive detection of this contaminant.
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