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Abstract

The static stability of thin-walled composite beams, considering shear deformation and geometrical non-linear coupling, subjected to transverse
external force has been investigated in this paper. The theory is formulated in the context of large displacements and rotations, through the adoption
of a shear deformable displacement field (accounting for bending and warping shear) considering moderate bending rotations and large twist.
This non-linear formulation is used for analyzing the prebuckling and postbuckling behavior of simply supported, cantilever and fixed-end beams
subjected to different load condition. Ritz’s method is applied in order to discretize the non-linear differential system and the resultant algebraic
equations are solved by means of an incremental Newton—Rapshon method. The numerical results show that the beam loses its stability through a
stable symmetric bifurcation point and the postbuckling strength is in relation with the buckling load value. Classical predictions of lateral buckling
are conservative when the prebuckling displacements are not negligible and the non-linear buckling analysis is required for reliable solutions. The
analysis is supplemented by investigating the effects of the variation of load height parameter. In addition, the critical load values and postbuckling
response obtained with the present beam model are compared with the results obtained with a shell finite element model (Abaqus).
© 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Thin-walled beams of open and closed cross-section are widely used as structural elements within the fields of civil, aerospace
and mechanical engineering, offering a high performance in terms of minimum weight for a given strength. These kinds of members
are often designed to work under postbuckling conditions. It is well known that the spatial buckling behavior of thin-walled beam
structures is very complex due to the coupling effect of extensional, bending and torsional deformation. Besides, such flexible
structures can undergo large displacements and rotations without exceeding their elastic limits. Therefore, a non-linear theory is
required for the accurate behavior prediction of such structures. For example, the limitation of the linear buckling analysis of beam
problems [1] is the omission of any consideration of the effect of prebuckling deflections of the beam. This omission may be
sufficiently accurate when the prebuckling deflection of the beam is negligible. In other cases, however, the effect of the prebuckling
deflections must be taken into account to obtain accurate predictions of buckling loads. In particular, lateral buckling is a relevant
phenomenon that involves mechanical complications, since structures may experience large or moderately large deflections and
rotations before buckling occurs. Moreover, the linear buckling gives no information about the shape of the secondary path of
equilibrium (postbuckling). Sometimes the behavior of a structure can be understood only if the shape of the secondary path is
known. Thus, the additional load-carrying capacity after buckling can be determined. For this reason, knowledge of the postbuckling
response and the ultimate load of such structures are essential for designers. In particular, this knowledge will allow beams to be
designed efficiently and economically to fully exploiting their postbuckling strength.
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To understand the behaviors of such flexible structures and to evaluate their elastic limits many different formulations and
numerical procedures for the buckling and postbuckling analysis of beams have been proposed. Euler in 1744 [2] was one of the
first in investigating the elastic flexural postbuckling behavior of columns, by using the exact expression for curvature instead of
the small deflection approximation. This resulted in a postbuckling curve that rises so slowly that there is not significant increase in
the load-carrying capacity until the deformations increase considerably. The buckling and postbuckling analysis of thin-walled beams
has been the subject of considerable research. Among the first works carried out for thin-walled beams, Barsoum and Gallagher
[3] studied the torsional and flexural-torsional stability of a bi-symmetric I-beam subjected to conservative loads. Woolcock and
Trahair [4] carried out theoretical and experimental studies on the postcritical behavior of thin-walled I-beams for different boundary
conditions.

Since, in general, exact solutions cannot be obtained or are tedious and time consuming, the only recourse is to resort to approximate
postbuckling analyses. There are several studies based on the finite element method, Bazant and Nimeiri [5] developed a general
stiffness analysis of spatial large deflections and postbuckling behavior of thin-walled members of asymmetric open cross-section.
Bathe and Bolourchi [6], Yang and McGuire [7], Hasegawa et al. [8], Kitipornchai et al. [9] and Chen and Blandford [10] carried
out studies of large deflections in beams using an updated Lagrangian procedure. A consistent co-rotational total Lagrangian
formulation was presented by Hsiao and Lin [11-13] in the geometrically non-linear analysis of mono- and bi-symmetric beams. In
their formulation they considered third-order terms of the nodal forces, corresponding to the torsional twist. Through the different
models used, they showed the influence of the third-order terms on the buckling and postbuckling behavior of 3-D beams.

Grimaldi and Pignataro [14] studied the initial postbuckling behavior of beams subjected to an axial load, using a perturbation
technique based on Koiter’s method. Semi-analytic studies were presented by Kounadis and Ioannidis [15,16] for the analysis of
mono-symmetric beams subjected to uniform bending and axial loads. Based on Galerkin’s method, Mohri et al. [17] studied the
flexural—torsional and lateral postbuckling behavior of mono- and bi-symmetric simply supported beams, considering different load
conditions. Pi and Bradford [18] used an accurate rotation matrix in the formulation of a finite element model for the buckling and
postbuckling analysis of thin-walled straight beams. Then, Pi et al. [19-21] extended their model to analyze the flexural—torsional
stability response of arches with open thin-walled section under different radial loads. They study the effects of elastic continuous
restraints in [19] and the effects of the prebuckling in-plane deformations on the elastic flexural-torsional buckling in [20]. They
investigated in [21] the flexural—torsional buckling and postbuckling behavior of shallow arches.

The development of beam theories usually involves some reduction of the 3-D constitutive relationship. Often this is accomplished
by neglecting the stresses and strains in the transverse directions. None of the papers previously cited have considered the effect
of shear flexibility. M.-Y. Kim et al. [22,23] and S.-B. Kim et al. [24] analyzed the postbuckling behavior of thin-walled frames
and the buckling behavior of thin-walled tapered beams, taking into account shear deformation effects due to shear forces and
warping-torsion. However, the shear deformable displacement field is introduced based on the semitangential rotations, including
second-order terms of finite rotations. Machado and Cortinez [25,26] considered the effect of shear deformation to investigate the
stability of composite beam. The postbuckling response of simply supported beams is analyzed in [26], where the displacements are
approximated by means of trigonometric functions. In these last two references the authors showed the influence of shear deformation
for different stacking sequences.

A significant amount of research has been conduced in recent years toward the development of non-linear theories of 3-D
beams. However, many of this theories differ in the order of non-linearity considered in their formulation. For example, second-
order displacement field has been used in a formulation of finite element models for 3-D non-linear analysis of beam structures
[9,22-24,27]. This approximation has several advantages because it simplifies the coupling between the displacement and rotations,
and so the tangent stiffness matrix (use for the non-linear incremental-iterative analysis) can be simplified. Therefore, this tangent
matrix can be decomposed into linear and second-order (non-linear) stiffness matrices. In spite of these advantages, approximations
or simplifications that are made in the earlier stages of the derivation may produce the loss of some significant terms in the non-linear
strains and in the tangent stiffness matrix. Thus some inaccurate approximations in the coupling between displacement, rotations
and their derivates are obtained. The loss of these terms may lead to “self-straining” caused by superimposed rigid-body motions
[18,28].

The main objectives of this paper are to show the accuracy and efficiency of the proposed formulation and to investigate the
effect of non-linear approximations on the buckling and postbuckling behavior of isotropic thin-walled beams subjected to different
boundary conditions. Therefore, the important points presented in this work are summarized as follows:

1. The general theory of shear deformable thin-walled composite beam developed by Machado et al. [26] is used for the buckling,
prebuckling and postbuckling analyses of bi-symmetric open cross-sections.

2. Ritz variational method is used for reducing the governing equation in terms of generalized coordinates to analyze the behavior
of simply supported, cantilever and fixed-end beams under different load conditions. The displacements are approximated by
means of a set of beam characteristic orthogonal polynomials, which satisfy the geometrical boundary conditions.

3. Buckling loads are determined from the singularity condition of the tangential stiffness matrix determinant of the structure. An
incremental-iterative method based on the Newton—Raphson method combined with constant arc length is employed for the
solution of non-linear equilibrium equation.
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4. In addition, a practical formula is obtained to determine the critical loads of axial and lateral buckling of bi-symmetric cross-
section, including prebuckling effects in the case of lateral buckling.

5. The postbuckling curves obtained with the present beam model are compared with those obtained by a shell finite element model
(ABAQUS).

6. Finally, the effect of non-linear approximations is analyzed comparing the present higher-order non-linear theory with a second-
order model, considering in both cases shear deformation.

2. Kinematics

A straight thin-walled beam with an arbitrary cross-section is considered (Fig. 1). The points of the structural member are referred
to a Cartesian coordinate system (x, y, z), where the x-axis is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the beam while y and 7z are the
principal axes of the cross-section. The axes y and z are parallel to the principal ones but having their origin at the shear center
(SC), defined according to Vlasov’s theory of isotropic beams. Midway through the thickness of each cross-sectional element is
the middle surface. A plane perpendicular to the x-axis intersects the middle surface at a curve called the contour. The coordinates
corresponding to points lying on the middle line are denoted as ¥ and Z (or ¥ and Z). A contour (n, s, x) coordinate system is defined
with s following the contour, and n perpendicular to s. This coordinate is introduced on the middle contour of the cross-section
system as illustrated in Fig. 2.

_ - dz _ - dY

yis,n)=Y(s)—n—, z(s,n)=7Z(s) +n—, (1)
ds ds
dz dy

yis,n)=Y()—n—, z(s,n)=2Z(s)+n—. 2)
ds ds

On the other hand, yg and z are the centroidal coordinates measured with respect to the SC.

_)_7(S, n) = y(ss n) — Yo,
z(s,n) = z(s, n) — 2o. 3)

The present structural model is based on the following assumptions:

(1) The cross-section contour is rigid in its own plane.

(2) The warping distribution is assumed to be given by the Saint—Venant function for isotropic beams.

(3) Flexural rotations (about the y- and z-axes) are assumed to be moderate, while the twist ¢ of the cross-section can be arbitrarily
large.

middle line

.

Fig. 1. General thin-walled section beam and notation for displacement measures.
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Fig. 2. Coordinate system of the cross-section.

(4) Shell force and moment resultant corresponding to the circumferential stress o, and the force resultant corresponding to 7y,
are neglected.

(5) The radius of curvature at any point of the shell is neglected.

(6) Twisting linear curvature of the shell is expressed according to the classical plate theory.

2.1. Development of the displacement field

According to the hypotheses of the present structural model, the proposed displacement field Eq. (4) is based on the principle
of semitangential rotation defined by Argyris [29] to avoid the difficulty due to the non-commutative nature of rotations. In this
displacement field, the torsional twist terms ¢ are expressed as trigonometric functions according to hypotheses (3). The displacement
field is represented by means of seven degree of freedom corresponding to three displacements (u, v and w), three measures of
the rotations (¢, 6, and 0,) about the SC axis, y- and z-axes, respectively, and a warping variable (0) of the cross-section. The
displacement field is expressed as the following form:

uy =uy — y(0; cos ¢ + 0y sin ¢p) — 2(0, cos ¢ — 0, sin ) + w[0 — %(()/y()z — 0,01 + (0220 — Oy yo) sin ¢,
uy=v—zsing — y(I —cos ) — 3(025 + 0-0,3), u;=w+ ysing — z(1 — cos §) — 3(637 + 0.0, 7).
“)
where the prime indicates differentiation with respect to x.

This expression is a generalization of others previously proposed in the literature. On the other hand, neglecting the shear flexibility
(0, =7, 0,=w'and 0= ¢"), approximating cos ¢ and sin ¢ by (1 — $*/2) and ¢, respectively, and conserving non-linear terms up
to second order, the present displacement field coincides with that developed by Fraternali and Feo [27], who formulated a moderate
rotation theory of thin-walled composite beams generalizing the infinitesimal theory of sectorial areas by Vlasov [1]. Moreover, the
displacement field of the classical Vlasov’s [1] theory is obtained when second-order effects are ignored. As a final comparison,
taking cos ¢ = 1 and sin ¢ = ¢ and disregarding the non-linear terms, the displacement field (4) coincides with the one formulated
by Cortinez and Piovan [30] for linear dynamics of shear deformable thin-walled beams.

2.2. Warping displacements

In general, the contour of the cross-section will warp out of its plane as twisting occurs. The warping function o of the thin-walled
cross-section may be defined as
(s, n) = wp(s) + ws(s, n), &)

where, w, and w; are the contour warping function and the thickness warping function, respectively. They are defined in the
form [30]:

1 m s s
0p(s) = — [ / ( / [r(s) —w<s>]ds) ds] - / [F(s) — Y(s)] ds.
m 0 S0 S0

ws(s,n) =—nl(s), (6)
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where m is the length of the cross-sectional thin wall and ¥ is the shear strain at the middle line, obtained by means of the Saint—Venant
theory of pure torsion for isotropic beams, and normalized with respect to d¢p/dx [31]. Besides, r(s) represents the perpendicular
distance from the SC to the tangent at any point of the mid-surface contour, and /(s) represents the perpendicular distance from the
SC to the normal at any point of the mid-surface contour, as shown in Fig. 2.

dy dz
ris)=—2(s) =+ Y 7 (7

dy dz
I(s) =Y(s) O + Z(s) T ®)

3. The strain field

The displacements with respect to the curvilinear system (x, s, n) are obtained by means of the following expressions:

U:l/lx(x, San)’ (9)

_ dy dz

V:uy(x,s,n)a+uz(x,s,n) T (10)

W= —uy (o5, m) 2 4 1,5, m) o (11)
=—uy(x,s,n i u(x,s,n i

The three non-zero components &y, &ys, &xn Of the Green’s strain tensor are given by

_@_{_1 @24’_ @2_’_ @2 (12)
b =5y T2 Ox Ox ox ’

1 60+6V+6060+6V6V+6W6W (13)
fxs = 2| Os Ox Ox Os Ox Os ox os |’
o 60+6W+6060+6V6V+6W6W (14
fxn = 2| On Ox Ox On Ox On ox on |’

Substituting expressions (4) into (9)—(11) and then into (12)—(14), employing the relations (1)—(3) and (5)—(8), after simplifying
some higher-order terms, the components of the strain tensor are expressed in the following form:

Exx = 9)(22 + nK)(Clx),

Vxs = 28XS = V,Ef(;) + nK,(\fls)’

Ven = 28 =7, (15)
where

6O =ul + 1w)” + 07+ w®) + wpld — 1000 — 0,001 + ZL(=0, — u,0,) cos § + (0], + u},0.) sen ]

+ Y[(—0, — u,0.) cos ¢ — (0, + u,0)) sen ] + % PP+ 2%+ %9;222 + %9221?2 + 9;0;2?

Z

+ (2007 — yo0y) sen ¢, (16)
(1) _ d_Z (0/ / 0/) d) (0/ / 0/) ¢ d_Y ( 0/ 4 0/) ¢ (0/ / 0/) ¢
K”__ds[_ . tuyt;)cos ¢ — (0, 4 uyty) sen ]+ds[—y—u0ycos + (0, + uy0,) sen @]
/ 1 // // 2 -dz ’2 - dY ’2 _dY -dz ;o
—1[9 —E(Qzey_gygz):l _r¢ _YEQZ +Zaey +<YE—ZE) 9)701, (17)
(0) dy / / 1 % / ’ ’ . ’
P = O (V' —0; —uy0;)cos ¢ — ZOE(Qzey —0,0) + W' — 0y, —uyby)sing | + (r — ) (¢ —0)
dZ / / 1 / / / / . / 1 / /
+ I (w" =0y, —uyy) cos ¢ + yOE(QZHy —0,0) — (' =0, —uyl)sing |+ | ¢ — 5(020, —0,0)) |, (18)

kD) = 2 [qb’ ~ 1.0, - eye’z)] , (19)
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dy o , ,
7O = o |:(w/ — 0y — uy0y) cos ¢ + yoE(QZQy —0,0.) — (V' — 0, — ug0,) sin (}')]

dz

1
-0 |:(v’ — 0, — uy0;) cos ¢ — ZOE(()ZO; —0,0.) + (w' — 0y — uy0y) sin ¢:| i —0). (20)
4. Equilibrium equations

Taking into account the adopted assumptions, the principle of virtual work for an isotropic shell may be expressed in the
form [32]:

/ / (N 069 + M) + Nsoy@ + Moo 4 Nenoy @) ds dr
- f / (Gt + Gydity + Go0iiz) ds dx — / f (Prduts + pybuy + pduz)lx—ods dn
- / /(ﬁxéux + PySuy + prouy)|i=r dsdn — / / /(fxéux + fyouy + fzu;)dsdndx =0, (1)

where Ny, Nyg, My, Mg and Ny, are the shell stress resultants defined according to the following expressions:

e/2 e/2
Nix :/ oxxdn, My, :f (oxxn)dn,

—e/2 —e/2
e/2 e/2 e/2
Nyg = / oxsdn, My = / (oxsn)dn, Ny, = / Oxp dn. 22
—e/2 —e/2 —e/2

The beam is subjected to wall surface tractions gy, gy and g, specified per unit area of the undeformed middle surface and acting along
the x-, y- and z-directions, respectively. Similarly, p,, p, and p; are the end tractions per unit area of the undeformed cross-section
specified at x =0 and L, where L is the undeformed length of the beam. Besides fy, fy and f; are the body forces per unit of volume.
Finally, denoting u,, uy and i, as displacements at the middle line.

Substituting Exps. (16)—(20) into (21) and integrating with respect to s, one obtains the 1-D expression for the virtual work
equation given by

Lx+Lp=0, 23)

where Lk and L p represent the virtual work contributions due to the internal and external forces, respectively.

L
Ly = fo {5u6[N +ugN — M (0, cos ¢ + 0/, sen ¢) — My (0}, cos ¢ + 0, sen ¢p) — Qy (0 cos ¢ + 0y sen ¢)

— Q:(0ycos ¢ + 0;sen )] + v (Qycosp — Oz senp + v'N) + dw'(Q; cos p + Qysen ¢ + w'N)

/ !/ 1 / 1 / 1
+ 60, =0y (1 +uy) cosd + Q (1 + ug) sen ¢ + E(QZYO - QyZO)Hy - ETsvgy - EBQZ:|

T 1 1
+ 60, | =M_(1 4 ugp) cos ¢ + My (1 + ug) sen ¢ + Nzgsen ¢ + E(Qyz() — 0300y + ETSVGy + 0P + HS,P),{|

i 1 / 1 ’ | R
+ 50)’ -0 (1 + ME)) cos ¢ — 0,1+ ”6) sen ¢ + E(QyZO - Qz)’())gz + ETSVHZ + EBHZC|

1 1
+ 00, | =My (1 + ug) cos g — M (1 + ug) sen p — Nygsen ¢ + E(szo - 0y20)0; — 3 To0; + 0, Py, + H;Pyyi|

+ ¢ [My((QfV + 0 ug) sen ¢ + (0, + 0,ug) cos ¢) + M (0 4 0 uy) sen p — (0}, + 0ug) cos ¢)

+ 0y ((Oy — w' 4 0;up) sen p — (0, — w' + Oyug) cos ) + N(z00, — yOG’y) cos ¢

!/ //1 //1
+0-((0y — w' + Oyu)) send + (0, — v/ + O-uly) cos ¢>] + 003 B0, — 56~ B0

+6¢' [Ty + Tsy + B1¢'1 + 60'B — 50Tw} dx, (24
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L 1 1
Lp= / {—qxéuo — qy0v — ;0w — bdb — b@;zbﬂy + 59;521@
0
, 1, 1
+ 00, | m; cos ¢ — (my + zoqy) sin ¢ + Ebﬂy + Elmxf)y + 4,0,

11
+ 90, |:my cos ¢ + (m; + yogy) sin ¢p — Eb()z + Eﬂvmx()z + }%0},:|
+ 0¢p[—my cos ¢ — (m;0; +m0,)sin p — (my + 20¢,)0; cos ¢

+(mz + yogx)0y cos ¢ + sin p(Ly + 4; + 209 + yoqy)]} dx
- - - - ) S
+ |—Nduyg — Q,0v — Q0w — Bob — 50250),3 + 59y§0z8
_ - _ 1, - - 1 -
+ 60, [MZ cos ¢ — (M, + Nzp)sin ¢ + EQ;B + 0.4y + EHyAmX]

_ _ _ 1 - 1 -
+ 90, |:My cos ¢ + (M; + Nyp) sin ¢ — EO/ZB + 0,4, + EOZ/lmx]

x=L
+d¢ [—A;IX cos ¢ — sin (b(!\;lz@z + MyHy) — COoS (;5(1\7Iy9Z — MZHy + NZOHZ - Ny()@y) + By sin d)] s (25)
x=0

whereq,, qy, q;, my, my, mz,b, iy, Az and J,,, are resultants of the applied wall surface tractions and N, Qy, QZ, MZ, My, B, Mx, Zy,
Jz, Amx and By represent the resultants of the applied end tractions.

5. Beam forces and constitutive equations

In the above expressions, the following 1-D beam forces, in terms of the shell stress resultants, have been defined as

- dy - dz
N= [ Nyyds, My= Nxe+Mxxd— ds, Mz= NXXY—Mxxd— ds,
s s

dz dYy dYy dz
0z :/ Nys — + Nyp ds, Qy :/ Ny — Ny — ) ds, T,= /‘(Nxs(r - lﬁ) + Nyul)ds,
ds ds ds ds

B= / (Nexp — Myxl)ds, Ty = / (Nasth — 2M,) ds, 26)

where N corresponds to the axial force, O, and Q; to shear forces, M, and M, to bending moments about y- and z-axis, respectively,
B to the bimoment, T, to the flexural-torsional moment and 7, to the Saint—Venant torsional moment (see Fig. 3). In addition, four
high-order stress resultants have been defined:

- - dY
By = / [Nex (Y2 + Z%) = 2Mrlds, Py, = / [Nmz2 +2M Z d—] ds,
° \)

- -dz - = -dy -dz
Pzz=/|:NxxY2—2MxxY a] ds, PyZ=/|:NxxYZ+Mxx <YE_ZE>:| ds. @7

In Exps. (26) and (27) the integration is carried out over the entire length of the mid-line contour.

Assuming the linear elastic material, the force—displacement relations are obtained applying Hook’s law. This constitutive law
can be expressed in terms of a beam stiffness matrix [K ] as defined in Appendix. Re-arranging the virtual work (23) in terms of the
beam forces and moments, the generalized strains can be identified as:

1
corresponding to N:  ED; =u + E(ugz +vr+wH + (200, — y00/y) sen ¢,

corresponding to M, :  EDa = (=0}, — u,0}) cos ¢ + (0, + u,0’) sen ¢,

Z

corresponding to M, :  ED3 = (=0, — u,0) cos ¢ — (0, + u,,0',) sen ¢,

Z
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Fig. 3. Stress resultants of a thin-walled cross-section and member end forces.

1
corresponding to B: EDy =0 — 5(020’}/, - GyOZ),
1
corresponding to Q, :  EDs = (v' — 0; — u0;) cos ¢ — 105(020; —0,0.) + (w' — 0, — upby) sen ¢,

1
corresponding to Q. : EDg = (w' — 0y — ug0y) cos ¢ + yoz(f)z@/y —0,0)) — (V' = 0; — uy0,) sen ¢,
corresponding to T,, : ED7 = ¢ — 0,

1
corresponding to Ty, : EDg = ¢’ — E(GZH; —0,0.),

4)/2
corresponding to By :  EDg = >
)
corresponding to Py, :  EDjg = %,
2
corresponding to P,, :  EDjyj = %
corresponding to P, :  EDjy =00, (28)

These generalized strains correspond to the axial strain (EDy), the two bending curvatures (ED, and ED3), the torsional curvature
(EDy), the two transverse shear strain (EDs and EDg), the transverse shear strain due to warping (ED7), the rate of twist and a
non-linear term (EDg and EDy), the higher order axial terms (EDjo, ED1 and EDy5).

6. The discrete equilibrium problem

In order to perform the non-linear analysis, the Ritz variational method is used for reducing the governing equation in terms
of generalized coordinates. From the reduced system, the buckling loads are first determined from the singularity condition of the
tangential stiffness matrix determinant. Then, an incremental-iterative method based on the Newton—Raphson method combined
with constant arc length is employed for the solution of non-linear equilibrium equation. The motion equations (23) are discretized
to analyze the behavior of simply supported, cantilever and fixed-end beams under different load conditions.
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In the case of simply supported beams, the displacement modes are approximated by means of the following functions, which are
compatible with the boundary conditions of the beam:
X

u=up—,
L

Y Y
v = vg sen (—x) , 0;=10,cos (—x) s
L L
i m
w = wo sen (Zx> , 0y =0y, cos (Z x) R
¢ =dosen (Tx). 0=0gcos (Fx) (29)
=¢gsen(—x), =0pcos|—x),
0" \L 0L
where ug, vo, wo, 0, 0y, ¢ and 0 are the associated displacement amplitudes. Besides, these functions represent the exact solution
to solve the linear equilibrium equations.

For the cantilever and fixed-end beams, the variational equation (23) is discretized by using beam characteristic orthogonal
polynomials which satisfy the geometrical boundary conditions and are generated by using the Gram—Schmidt process.

U=) ci&i), (30)
i=l1

where U represent each of the displacements and ¢; are the undetermined arbitrary coefficients. The polynomials &; (x) are generated
as follows [33]:

H(x) = —B)&(x), ..., & (x) = (x — Br)p—1(x) — Crépa(x),
where

JEx&_ () dx S x& 1 ()& () dx
k=T Ge= L2 :
Jo G0 dx Jo G adx

The first member of the orthogonal polynomial & (x) is chosen as the simplest polynomial (of the least order) that satisfies the
boundary conditions. In order to obtain sufficient accurate results, four terms (n =4) are taken for each one of the flexural—torsional
displacements. After integration along the beam length according to the adopted functions for the displacements, a coupled and
strongly non-linear algebraic system is obtained. This resulting system has an extremely complicated form, for this reason, it is not
presented here.

€2y

7. Analytical solutions for axial and lateral buckling

In this section, as a special case, the analytical solutions are derived for the flexural—torsional and lateral buckling of bi-symmetric
cross-section.

7.1. Lateral buckling

When the beam is loaded in its plane of symmetry it initially deflects (Fig. 4a). However, at a certain level of the applied
load, the beam may buckle laterally, while the cross-sections of the beam rotate simultaneously about the beam’s axis (Fig. 4b).
This phenomenon is called lateral buckling, and the load value at which buckling occurs is the critical load. The initial deflection
corresponds to the prebuckling state, also called “the fundamental state”. When the buckling load is reached, the behavior of the
beam is initially flexural-torsional and corresponds to the secondary or equilibrium path.

The stability analysis of bi-symmetric thin-walled beams is analyzed by taking into account the initial deflection in the pre-
buckling state (fundamental state). The displacement components in the fundamental state are in the form {u, v, 0, w, 0y, ¢, 0}' =
{0,0,0, w, Hy, 0, 0}', i.e. the beam deforms in the loading plane. It is reasonable to assume that the fundamental state may be
obtained with sufficient approximation by means of the linearized theory [30]. Therefore, neglecting all the non-linear terms in (23)
and applying the variational calculus, the differential equations of equilibrium are obtained. These last are easily solved in a closed
form in order to determine the prebuckling displacements in the loading plane.

For the case of simply supported beams subjected to uniform bending, the prebuckling displacements are given by the following
expressions:

Mo Mo

=—(Lx—x%), 0,=——(L—2x). 32
v 2E1y(x ). Oy 2E1y( %) (32)
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Fig. 4. Deformed shape corresponding to: (a) prebuckling state (fundamental state) and (b) postbuckling state (secondary state).

To determine the lateral buckling considering prebuckling deformation, Exp. (32) are substituted into (23), the resultant variational
equation is discretized by means of the trigonometric functions defined in (29) and then the tangential stiffness matrix is obtained
[34]. This procedure leads to the following expression for the tangential matrix evaluated in the fundamental state:

- GSyn? GS 7
y7 Loy 0 0
L2 L
GS,7 2 El., GI\n=x EC,,n*Mo
-2 GS, +EI, — —Mo(1—-==— = _—
L L? El, 4El,/ L 4EI, L?
Kt = ; (33)
EI, GI\n Mo EI, n? GS,
0 —Mo(l—-=—=—-— )= ——(1-=)4+(GI+GSw)— -
El, 4EI,) L EI, EI, L2 L
0 EC,,n’Mo GSy,7 GS. 4 EC n?
L 4EI, L2 L v e

where El,is the flexural stiffness, GS; and GS, are the shear stiffnesses. The definitions of these stiffnesses are given in Appendix.
The buckling state is given by the condition of singularity of this matrix [34]:

det(Kt) = 0. (34)

Hence, a quadratic equation is obtained for the external load, the solution of this equation allows obtaining the critical values.
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Table 1
Parameters in Eqs. (36)—(37)

Simply supported beam Cy Cy p 0
(a) End moments 1 0 0.5 0
(b) Uniformly distributed load (M = qu2/8) 1.141 0.459 0.033 0.214
(c) Concentrated force (Mo = PL/4) 1.423 0.554 0.076 0.083

Following the same procedure and only changing Exp. (32) for different loads conditions (distributed load and concentrated load),
it is possible to obtain a unified simple formula for the equivalent moment defined as

My for uniform bending,
M = { q.L?/8 for a uniformly distributed load per unit length ¢, (35)

PL/4  for a concentrated force P at the middle of the span.

The explained technique leads to the following unified expression of the critical moment for the three loading cases analyzed:

2
Y
2 GS,GJ +ECy(GSw + GN) 5
Mo = C1oEL 5 | —Coeco+ = 5=+ (Cre:0)? |, (36)
Y T
1
o= , (37)

(1 - ﬂ) (1 _pS g ECuGSym ) Bk [1 _ S5 <0.71 _ 55 0.29)}
EL El, EL(GS,L2 +EC,n?)) °GS, L2| ~ Gs. GS.

where Cy, Cz, f and 0 are approximate constants presented in Table 1.

Exp. (36) also gives the corresponding equivalent moments according to the linearized theory, which does not account for the
prebuckling deflection, if one takes o = 1. These constants are exact, from the point of view of the linear theory, for uniform bending
and approximate for the other loading cases.

Therefore, the presence of the « coefficient reveals the dependence of the prebuckling effect with respect to the relation between
the bending stiffnesses EI, and EI, in the case of uniform bending. For the other two load conditions, « also depends on the bending
and shear stiffnesses (0 # 0).

As a particular case, neglecting shear deformation, the Exp. (36) takes the following form for uniform bending:

2
s T
Z\/EIZ (GJ + Ecwﬁ>

(38)

This last expression coincides with the closed-form solution obtained by Pi and Trahair [35] for elastic lateral buckling, considering
prebuckling deflections.

7.2. Flexural-torsional buckling

A general analytical model applicable to the flexural and torsional buckling of a simply supported thin-walled beam sub-
jected to axial load is developed. In the case of bi-symmetrical beam, there are three buckling modes corresponding either
to bending or torsion (see Fig. 5). Applying the same procedure as explained above, the expression for the tangential matrix



356 S.P. Machado / International Journal of Non-Linear Mechanics 43 (2008) 345—-365

;A
Y y
P X P z
—> > 1<
77777 ES
L
- »>

Fig. 5. Simply supported beam subjected to axial load and buckling shape modes.

yields
r(GSy + P)n? GS §
Gyt Pm” - _Loym 0 0 0 0
L2 L
EIL 7%
GS, + 12 0 0 0 0
GS, + P)n? GS
(GS; 2‘2 )T . LG 0 0
Kt = (39)
El, n
GS; 12 0 0
2 (GJ + IpP + GSy) GS, 7
Sym -
L? L
EC,,n?
L GS, + T
Therefore, the condition of singularity of this matrix leads to the following three expressions of critical load:
EL.GS,n?
Pr=——5——">. (40)
GS,L? + El,n?
EI,GS,?
Y= GS. 12 - EL=2° @1
GS;L* +Elyn
P L2GS,,GJ + EC,,n%(GJ + GSw), “2)

10(GSy L2 + EC,y72)

where I is the inertia polar moment about the SC. In these expressions, Py, Pz and P ¢ are the buckling loads of a simply supported
beam, corresponding to bending and torsion mode.

8. Applications and numerical results

The purpose of this section is to apply the present method in order to illustrate the accuracy and practical usefulness of this
formulation; numerical solutions for flexural, lateral—torsional buckling and postbuckling of thin-walled beams are presented and
discussed.

8.1. Simply supported beam subjected to distributed load

In this example a simply supported I-beam under distributed load is considered, for three load positions, as shown in Fig. 6. The
geometrical and material properties are L =6m, 7 =0.6m, b = 0.6 m, e = 0.03m, £ = 200 GPa and u = 0.3.

The present theory is applied considering both linear and geometrically non-linear buckling behavior. Besides, in the load critical
tables the following notation is used:

LB: denotes buckling values determined by the linear or classical theory, disregarding non-linear effects and without considering
prebuckling deformations.
NLB: denotes values obtained by means of the present complete non-linear model, accounting for prebuckling deflections.
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Fig. 6. Simply supported beam subjected to distributed load applied in different heights.

Table 2
Buckling load of simply supported I-beam (g, x 10® Nm)
Load height Analysis Beam model (numeric) Analytical Exp. (36)
Top NLB 3.81 3.85
LB 3.45 3.45
Shear center NLB 6.13 6.20
LB 5.17 5.17
Bottom NLB 9.88 10.00
LB 7.76 7.76

Vo (m)
—~ 0z (rad)

- Wy (m)
- — By, (rad)
— ¢ (rad)
- — 6, (rad)

qz (MNm)

0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2

Fig. 7. Postbuckling paths of a simply supported beam, load on top flange.

In particular, the former theory (LB) was modeled by discarding effects due to large rotations up to the critical equilibrium state.
The buckling loads for three different load heights are shown in Table 2, comparing the analytical (Exp. 36) and numerical results
obtained from the non-linear analysis.

It is important to mention that the numerical buckling loads correspond to the bifurcation points observed in the postbuckling
response, see Figs. 7-9, for the load applied on the top flange, SC and bottom flange, respectively. It can be seen that the predictions
by the non-linear algorithm are in good agreement with those obtained with the closed-form solution, Exp. (36).

The buckling loads computed from the linear stability (LB) analysis show a very conservative behavior compared with those
computed from the non-linear stability (NLB). The effect of accounting for in-plane prebuckling deformations in the determination
of critical loads is quite significant when the load is applied at the bottom flange. In this last case, the beam behavior is stiffer in the
prebuckling state and the vertical displacement increases considerably. This value can reach about w = 0.25 m in comparison with
the value of about w = 0.1 m when the load is applied on the top flange. This can explain the great difference (about 20%) between
the buckling loads computed with the classical theory with the results obtained with the non-linear model. So the geometrically
non-linear effects increase when the vertical displacement, corresponding to the prebuckling state, increases too.

In the same way as the lateral buckling strength depends on the load height parameter, the margins of postbuckling strength are
smaller when the load is applied on the top flange.
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Fig. 8. Postbuckling paths of a simply supported beam, load on shear center.
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Fig. 9. Postbuckling paths of a simply supported beam, load on bottom flange.
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Fig. 10. Flexural—torsional postbuckling paths of a simply supported beam, L =4 m.

8.2. Bi-symmetric open section subjected to an axial force

The example considered is a simply supported bi-symmetric-I section whose geometrical and material properties are the same as
the previous example. In this example (yg = zg = 0), the equilibrium equations are non-linear but uncoupled. Therefore, there are
three buckling modes corresponding either to bending or torsion. The flexural mode corresponding to displacement v (y-direction)
has the smallest buckling load, as is illustrated in Fig. 10, where the postbuckling paths are presented for the three buckling modes.
Moreover, two models are compared: the present theory (considering shear deformation) and results obtained by neglecting shear
flexibility. The figure shows that the postbuckling equilibrium paths are stable and symmetric. Shear effect reduces the values of
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Table 3
Buckling load of simply supported I-beam (P, x 10° N)
h/L Shear deformation Buckling mode (Exp. (40)—(42))
Bending-v Torsional-¢ Bending-w
0.10 With 58.05 71.89 180.38
Without 59.29 73.13 207.41
0.15 With 127.27 141.12 340.70
Without 133.41 147.25 447.66
0.20 With 218.45 232.30 518.78
Without 237.16 251.01 829.64
10 7
/
8 r / .
/
’Z" 6 L / 1
E M
E 4 g ) o l
] » a Beam present model  Shell model (Abaqus)
2 b M 20t
b 0 (rad) —
0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 12 1.4
Fig. 11. Postbuckling paths of a cantilever beam, load on top flange.
Step: Step-1

Increment 200: Arc Length = 0.7738
Deformed Var: U Deformation Scale Factor: +1.000e+00

Fig. 12. Deformed shape corresponding to the postbuckling state for a cantilever beam.

the equilibrium path with respect to the non-shearable theory and this effect is considerably more important for the vertical bending
mode.

In Table 3, the buckling loads are given for both models (with and without shear deformation) and considering three different
beam lengths. It is observed that the influence of shear deformation is more significant on the buckling behavior as the beam length
decreases. This difference can reach about 60% for the vertical buckling mode and for a beam of L = 3 m.
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Table 4
Buckling load of cantilever I-beam (P x 100 N)
Load height Analysis Beam model (present) Shell model (Abaqus)
Top NLB 4.37 4.32
LB 4.27 4.19
Shear center NLB 9.45 9.50
LB 8.84 8.52
Bottom NLB 14.30 14.29
LB 12.02 11.83
4
\
35 ¢ \
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Fig. 13. Postbuckling paths of a simply supported beam loaded on top flange.

8.3. Cantilever beam subjected to end force

The example considered is a cantilever beam subjected to end force applied in three different positions of the free end. The
geometrical and material properties are the same as the previous example. The accuracy of the proposed formulation is checked
by comparing results (i.e. buckling loads and postbuckling response) with those solutions obtained by Abaqus’s shell element. The
beam is idealized by 240 four-node shell elements (S4). First, an eigenvalue buckling analysis is performed on the “perfect” structure
using LANCZOS solver to establish probable collapse modes and to verify that the mesh discretizes those modes accurately. In the
second analysis an imperfection is introduced in the geometry by addition of the buckling modes to the “perfect” geometry using
the IMPERFECTION option. A geometrically non-linear load—displacement analysis of the structure containing the imperfections
is performed using the Riks method. In this way, the Riks method can be used to perform postbuckling analyses. The magnitudes
of the perturbations are typically a small percent of a relative structural dimension and in this case the associated scale factor used
is 0.005.

The lateral postbuckling curves are shown in Fig. 11, for a beam length L = 12 m and for load applied on the top flange. The beam
behavior is represented by the vertical displacement w (corresponding to the load in-plane movement), torsional twist ¢» and lateral
displacement v. The postbuckling equilibrium paths are stable and symmetric. The load-deflection curve (v) has a stiffer behavior
in the postbuckling state in comparison with the other displacements. The initial postbuckling paths obtained with the present beam
are in good agreement with those obtained with shell finite element model. The deformed state of the thin-walled beam obtained
with Abaqus is shown in Fig. 12, the step correspond to the twisting amplitude of 0.8 rad. On the other hand, the bifurcation values
agree with the buckling load presented in Table 4.

The buckling loads of the present study are compared with the results obtained from the linear analysis, for three load height
cases. The influence of the geometrically non-linear effects (prebuckling) on the buckling loads is notable, and it becomes greater
when the load is applied to the bottom flange, as in the first example (8.1). For this load condition the discrepancy can reach
about 16%.

8.4. Simply supported I-beam subjected to a concentrated force

A fixed-end beam loaded by a transverse force at the middle of the span is considered. The geometrical and material properties
are the same as the previous example. The load—displacement curves are shown in Fig. 13, for a load applied on the top flange.
The postbuckling equilibrium paths are similar to the previous case, but for this boundary condition the beam response shows a
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Table 5
Buckling load of fixed-end beam (P x 10°N)

Load height Analysis Beam model (numeric) Analytical Exp. (36) Shell model (Abaqus)
Top NLB 2.00 2.08 2.00
LB 1.86 1.86 1.86
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Fig. 14. Comparison of non-linear models in the postbuckling behavior, load on top flange.

stiffer behavior, as much in the critical condition as in the prebuckling state. Besides, comparing the postbuckling twisting curves
the load-carrying capacity is larger in the case of simply supported beam.

On the other hand, the bifurcation values agree with the buckling load presented in Table 5. In this case, the effect of the
geometrically non-linear effects is about 7% and is a little greater than in the previous example (about 3%).

8.5. Comparison of the present model against a moderate rotation theory

The purpose of this example is to show the effect of the degree of non-linearity adopted in the displacement field (4) on the lateral
postbuckling behavior. As it was pointed out in the introduction of this work a significant amount of research has been conduced
in recent years toward the development of non-linear theories of 3-D beams. However, many of these theories differ in the order of
non-linearity considered in their formulation. For example, second-order displacement field has been used in a formulation of finite
element models for 3-D non-linear analysis of beam structures [9,10,22-24,27]. This approximation present several advantages
because it simplifies the coupling between the displacement and rotations and so the tangent stiffness matrix (use for the non-linear
incremental-iterative analysis) can be simplified. Therefore, this tangent matrix can be decomposed into linear and second-order
(non-linear) stiffness matrices. In spite of these advantages, second-order formulation may produce the loss of some significant
terms in the non-linear strains and in the tangent stiffness matrix, thus some inaccurate approximations in the coupling between
displacement, rotations and their derivates. The loss of these terms may lead to “self-straining” caused by superimposed rigid-body
motions [18,28].

In particular the second-order model was modeled approximating cos ¢ and sin ¢ by (1 — ¢2 /2) and ¢, respectively, in Exp. (4)
and conserving non-linear terms up to second-order. Therefore the displacement field yields

Uy = o — 0.5 — 0,7 + 0.z — ¢p0yy + [0 — 1(0,0, — 0,0.)],
Uy =v— ¢z + L(=¢*y — 025 — 0.0,2),
u;=w+ ¢y + 3(—¢*z — 032 — 0.0, 3). (43)

Then a second-order formulation, Exp. (43), produces the loss of the terms underline in Exp. (24). These terms correspond to the
flexural—torsional coupling in the non-linear strains.

In this example a fixed-end beam subjected to a transverse force P at the middle of the span is considered. The geometrical and
material properties are the same as the previous example.

A comparison of the load-twisting curves is shown in Fig. 14, when the load is applied on the top flange, and considering three
models: present beam model, second-order beam model and Abaqus’s shell model.
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The second-order rotation model predicts a stiffer postbuckling behavior, while the present beam model agrees with the behavior
predicted by the Abaqus shell element. Besides, the buckling load obtained by means of a second-order approximation is greater
(Per = 7.71 MN) than the value obtained with the present non-linear higher-order model (P, = 6.8 MN). On the other hand, the
buckling load predicted by the classical theory (linear model) is about 4% smaller (P, = 6.56 MN) than the bifurcation value.

Comparing the beam response for the three last conditions considered, the fixed-end beam has the higher buckling load and
the larger postbuckling strength. Opposite behavior is observed for the case of cantilever condition where the postbuckling path is
hardly flat.

9. Conclusions

This paper uses a geometrically non-linear beam theory of thin-walled beam to investigate buckling and postbuckling behavior
of simply supported, cantilever and fixed-end beams subjected to distributed or concentrated loads. The theory is formulated in
the context of large displacements and rotations, through the adoption of a shear deformable displacement field (accounting for
bending and warping shear) considering moderate bending rotations and large torsional twist. The beam model is valid for arbitrary
cross-sections, either open or closed. Based on the Ritz’s method, an algebraic system is obtained and then solved by an incremental
Newton—Raphson algorithm. Trigonometric functions and a set of beam characteristic orthogonal polynomials are used to discretize
the variational equation.

In the case of simply supported ends a practical general formula was obtained for determining the critical loads of lateral buckling
for bi-symmetrical thin-walled beams. This formula takes into account the effects of prebuckling and shear deformation for beams
subjected to concentrated end moments, concentrated forces, or uniformly distributed loads.

From the numerical examples studied, it is concluded the beam formulation proposed in this paper predict correctly the 3-D
non-linear elastic response of thin-walled beams. The postbuckling behavior obtained with the present model is, in general, in good
agreement with those obtained with a shell finite element model using Abaqus. The actual load-carrying capacity of elastic beams
can be established only by using a non-linear buckling analysis. Based on the numerical results, the following conclusions are
made:

e In the case of lateral load, the buckling loads obtained from the classical linear theory are very conservative. So, the influence of
the in-plane prebuckling deformations in the determination of critical loads is quite significant in some cases. This effect depends
mainly on the relation between the bending stiffnesses, EI, and EI,.

e The postbuckling curves of the beam showed a stable and symmetric behavior in all the cases analyzed.

e The bifurcation values, observed in the postbuckling figures, agree with the buckling load computed from the tangential stiffness
matrix and with the closed-form solution presented by the authors, for a simply supported beam.

e The prebuckling, buckling and postbuckling behavior is highly dependent of the load height parameter. A stiffer behavior is found
when the load is applied on the lowest position (bottom flange). The margins of postbuckling strength are larger for this last load
condition.

e The shear deformation effect has been investigated, showing a significant influence for short beams. The shear deformation may
significantly reduce the buckling loads and the values of the equilibrium path (postbuckling).

e Finally, the second-order model based on moderate rotations overestimates both the values of critical load and the postbuckling
strength, compared with those computed from the present model.
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Appendix

The constitutive law for a bi-symmetric beam is defined in the following form:

{fe) =[K1{x), (A.1)
{fed=IN My M, B Q, Q. T, Ty Bi Py, Py Py, (A2)
{y} =[ED; ED, ED3 EDs4 EDs; ED¢ ED7 EDg EDg EDjg EDy; EDlz]T, (A.3)

where {f;} is the vector of generalized forces, {y} is the vector of the generalized strains and [K] is a symmetric matrix
(12 x 12) where the stiffnesses corresponding to the higher-order terms By, Py, P, and Py, are given by the following contour
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integrals:
rEA 0 0 0 0 0 0
El, 0 0 0 0
EI, 0 0 0 0
EC, 0 0 0 0
GSy, GSy; GSy, 0
‘_ GS, GS,, O
GS, O
GJ
Sym
where
A= / dA,
I, = / Z*dA,
I, = / Y2 dA,
Cuw= | w)dA,
Sy = / Y da,
S, = f Z"* dA,

Sy = /(r — )% dA,
SyZ=/Y’Z’dA,
Syw :/Y/(r - lﬁ) dA,

Sow = / Z'(r — ) dA,

J:4/dA,

Ip = /(Y2 + 7% dA,
k1o = /(Y2 + Z%)dA,
kl,l():/Z?dA,

k111 =fY2dA,

Eki 9
Ek2 9
Ek3 9
Ek4.9

Eko 10
Eki9,10

Eko 11
Ekyo,11
Eki1,11

Ekj 12 7

Eks 12

Ek3 12

Ek4 12
0

S O O O O

Ekj2,12 -
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k]JzZ/?ZdA,
koo = / Z(v2 + 72)da,

73 dA,

kao = / (Y2 + Z%) dA,

k4’1():/(,0p22dA,
k4’11:/wp)7dA,
k4,12=/?prdA,

Ip = /(Y2 + 7?2 dA,

ko, 10 = / (Y* + 21 Z*dA,
ko,11 = /(Y2 + Z*)Y? dA,

ko.12 = / (Y2 + 22T ZdA,

k10,10=f24dA,

k10,11 = ZZ?ZdA,

(AS)
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