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Abstract: The influence of osmotic pretreatment on
nectarines with solutions of glucose syrup and sorbitol
and subsequent dehydration at different temperatures
(60 °C, 70 °C, or 80 °C) was evaluated. The kinetics of
moisture loss during drying was obtained and mathema-
tical models were adjusted to estimate the kinetic para-
meters. Effective diffusion coefficients were calculated
using Fick’s second law. All drying kinetics exhibited
only a falling-rate period during hot-air drying owing to
moisture loss in the osmotic pretreatment. Moisture loss
was favoured by the use of sorbitol, whereas the diffu-
sivity of water increased when glucose was used as an
osmotic agent. Logarithmic and Midilli et al. models best
described the changes in moisture over time, whereas
Fick’s second law estimated water diffusion coefficient
values between 4.96� 10−9 and 2.43� 10−8 m2 s−1. These
models may be employed to predict the optimum condi-
tions for osmo-dehydrating nectarines under hot-air dry-
ing at the industrial level.

Keywords: drying kinetics, mathematical modeling,
osmotic dehydration, diffusion coefficients, nectarines

1 Introduction

Over the past few years, studies on the dehydration of
stone fruits such as plums [1, 2], cherries [3, 4], peaches
[5], apricots [6, 7] and nectarines [8–10] have been per-
formed owing to the nutritional properties of these fruits
and in the interest of obtaining a long shelf-life with the
best possible quality. Fruits such as nectarines have a
high moisture content and are susceptible to physical

and chemical changes that cause their decomposition.
Thus, drying represents a good alternative for increasing
the commercial life of such fruits. In addition, because
nectarines are seasonal fruits, it becomes important to
conserve them over long periods so as to make them
available out of season and, in this way, to increase
their value.

Hot-air drying (HAD) is a method widely used in fruit
and vegetable conservation. HAD extends the shelf-life by
removing a certain amount of water, such that chemical
reactions of deterioration and microbial development in
the dehydrated product are reduced. Additionally, other
advantages such as weight and volume reduction are
obtained, resulting in a reduction in transportation and
food storage costs [11–14]. During drying, several factors
affect the performance of the drier and the quality of the
product. Physical and chemical changes can cause cer-
tain desired characteristics in the products, but they can
also decrease the amount of nutrients in the fruit and
change their organoleptic properties. However, suitable
drying conditions could lead to products with improved
nutritional value and extended shelf-life [15, 16].

During HAD, different stages are evidenced depend-
ing on product structural characteristics and the ways in
which water is contained within. In addition, the process
conditions such as product area, temperature, humidity,
air velocity, time, influence of vegetal tissue, product
load, and the use of pretreatments [17, 18] can have a
significant influence on the quality of the final product.
Therefore, knowing the water movement during drying
and its relation to the process variables is essential for
establishing optimal HAD conditions [19–22]. During the
initial contact between the food solid and the heating
medium, the temperature of the solid increases, thus
eliminating superficial moisture. This phase occurs very
quickly and, in general, it is not recorded. As the process
continues, the solid undergoes a constant loss of moist-
ure, showing linear tendencies, where free water, when it
is present, is eliminated by capillarity. In this phase,
resistance to heating and mass transfer is controlled by
the gaseous phase [16]. As a consequence, the amount of
water that moves from the interior of the food does not
change with time; this is known as the constant-rate
period. This phase ends at a critical moisture content
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[16, 18, 21, 23]. Then, a decrease in the rate of moisture
loss occurs, showing linear and/or exponential behaviour
until attaining the balance moisture; this is known as the
falling-rate period. Here, water is retained or bound to
the solid components such that it resists movement from
the inside of the interphase; water elimination in the
solid is controlled by diffusion mechanisms. Therefore,
moisture loss decreases considerably, increasing the dry-
ing times in order to achieve stable moisture levels in the
product. This phase represents an important part of dry-
ing time, and so understanding and predicting this phase
becomes relevant for optimizing the drying process in
terms of the length of drying time and the consumption
of energy [16, 18, 21, 23].

In order to decrease the moisture and reduce the
process time and energy consumption [14, 24–26], pre-
treatments of the solids have been implemented before
drying, such as osmotic dehydration (OD) or the use of
sugars (sucrose, fructose, glucose, sorbitol, corn syrups)
[6, 27], biopolymers (pectin, starch, maltodextrin) [28], or
salt [29, 30]. OD allows for the decrease in water activity
in the product through mild process conditions. Also, the
flavour and colour of the fruit are enhanced with respect
to HAD [2, 4, 31–36].

Mathematical modeling of drying processes in solids
is complex owing to the high moisture content present in
solids such as fruits and vegetables [35] and also because
of structural changes that occur during dehydration that
promote contraction and shrinkage of the solid’s tissue
during drying. Mathematical models applied in food dehy-
dration can be classified as theoretical, semi-theoretical,
and empirical models [37, 38]. Theoretical models employ
simultaneous equations of heat and mass transfer with
food properties such as particle geometry, contraction,
moisture diffusion coefficient and critical moisture con-
tent. The models explain the physical changes that occur
during the process, quantifying both external and internal
resistances. Mass transfer during solid dehydration can be
explained using a fundamental model such as Fick’s sec-
ond law for non-steady-state diffusion in a symmetric
solid, assuming this is controlled by diffusion phenom-
ena. Crank [39] has presented solutions for this problem.
On the other hand, semi-empirical and empirical models
are derived from statistical adjustments, and they provide
proper representation of the experimental results of the
drying process by describing the moisture content loss as
a function of time. However, they do not explain the
physical changes that occur during drying. Despite these
disadvantages, these models have proven to be practical,
although it must be considered that semi-theoretical or
empirical models do not usually allow for the simulation

of experiments carried out under different conditions in
order to identify the model’s parameters [11, 14, 35, 40].

Therefore, the objective of the present work was to
evaluate the influence of solute type, temperature and
solid–liquid ratio in the osmotic pretreatment of nectar-
ines prior to carrying out HAD at different air tempera-
tures on the moisture loss, drying rate, and effective
diffusion coefficient. A secondary objective was to
develop empirical models to describe the dehydration
process under different conditions and to determine the
drying constant of the models.

2 Materials and methods

2.1 Sample characterization and preparation

Nectarines of the variety Caldesi (Prunus persica var.
nectarina) were used. These were purchased in a local
market (Olavarria, Argentina). The nectarines were
stored for 10 days at a temperature of 5 °C and a relative
humidity (RH) of 90% until used. Before the test, sam-
ples selected by size and quality were washed and dried
with absorbent paper. They were then peeled and the
stones were removed. Finally, they were manually cut
into 1.59 mm pieces (average weight 3.2 g). The batch
was characterized by measuring the initial moisture
content (X0) of the fresh fruit (4.602�0.177 g water g
dry solid−1) by using standard method 22.013 of the
AOAC [41], the initial content of the soluble solids
(14.50%) as established by standard method 22.024
with an Abbe refractometer (accuracy�0.01) [41], and
the water activity (0.971�0.009) using an AquaLab
water activity meter (model 3TE, Washington, DC,
USA) according to the hygrometric method 978.18 [41].

2.2 Hot-air drying

OD was carried out over a 2 h period – the period of high
water removal rate [42] – by immersing 200 g sample lots
in glucose syrup (C6H12O6) or sorbitol (C6H14O6) solutions.
These respective solutions were prepared at 40% and 60
% (w/w) in distilled water from 82% (w/w) glucose syrup
and 67% (w/w) sorbitol using a 2 L Erlenmeyer flask and
fruit/syrup ratios of 1/4 and 1/10. The samples were kept
in the solutions by using a stainless steel mesh to prevent
flotation. Two temperatures were tested, 25 °C and 40 °C,
with constant shaking at 331 rpm (5.5 s−1). All the experi-
ments were conducted in duplicate.
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The osmo-dehydrated samples were dried in a
laboratory forced convection oven at an air speed of
0.92�0.03 m s−1 at temperatures of 60 °C, 70 °C, or
80 °C�0.5 °C until reaching levels of water activity
lower than 0.750 in order to obtain microbiological
stability [43]. During the process, drying kinetics were
determined experimentally in duplicate by measuring the
weight and moisture loss at regular intervals (0.25, 0.5,
0.75, 1, 1.5, 2, 3, 4, and 5 h) using an external balance
(analytical scales, METTLER AE240, accuracy�0.0001 g).
Moisture content is expressed on a dry basis.

2.3 Mathematical modeling of drying

Drying kinetics obtained experimentally were adjusted
using a simplified model in order to determine the effec-
tive diffusion coefficients of water (Dw) and theoretical
models, which allowed us to obtain the adjustment
constants.

2.4 Effective diffusion coefficients of water

During the falling-rate period, the effective diffusion coef-
ficient may be determined using the solution of Fick’s
second law in an unstable state, assuming the material
has an infinite laminar geometry [39]:

Xt � X1
X0 � X1

¼
X1
n¼0

8

2nþ 1ð Þ2π2 exp � 2nþ 1ð Þ2 π
2Dw

4l2
t

� �

ð1Þ
where Xt is the moisture at time t (g water g dry solid−1),
X0 the initial moisture (g water g dry solid−1), X1 the
moisture in equilibrium (g water · g dry solid−1), and l the
semi-thickness (m).

Equation (1) was used under the following assump-
tions: constant diffusivity, initial concentration of uni-
form moisture, external resistance to negligible mass
transfer, and a constant solid/liquid ratio. Dw was deter-
mined by locating the moisture content and critical time
on the drying-rate curves at the beginning of the falling-
rate period. The falling-rate period was determined by
plotting ln(Xc X−1) as a function of time (t), from which
the value of Dw was obtained from the slope of the
straight line (eq. (2)). The effective diffusivity of moisture
was determined by applying the procedures suggested by
Geankoplis [16] and Mazza and Lemaguer [44], with some
modifications:

ln
Xc

X
¼ Dw � t

π
2l

� �
� ln

8
π2

ð2Þ

where l is the semi-thickness of the material expressed in
meters.

2.5 Drying curves predicting using
mathematical equations

The mathematical equations used in the semi-theoretical
and empirical models to describe the drying kinetics of
osmo-dehydrated nectarines are shown in Table 1. The
HAD kinetics of the osmo-dehydrated nectarines were
adjusted by 10 mathematical equations. The modeling of
the data was performed through analysis of non-linear
regression using Systat 2007, which allowed calculation
of the goodness of the adjustment of the theoretical
models [50].

For the adjustments, moisture values experimentally
obtained were expressed as the moisture ratio (XR)
according to the following expression:

Table 1: Mathematical equations used for the adjustment of drying kinetics of osmo-dehydrated nectarines.

Models Equations References

Newton (Lewis) XR ¼ exp(−Kt) []
Page XR ¼ exp(−KtN) []
Page modified XR ¼ exp(–(Kt)N) []
Henderson and Pabis XR ¼ A exp(–Kt) []
Logarithmic model XR ¼ A exp (–Kt)þC []
Two-term model XR ¼ A exp(–Kt)þB exp(–Kt) []
Two-term exponential model XR ¼ A exp(–Kt)þ (–A) exp(–KAt) []
Wang and Singh XR ¼ þAtþBt []
Verma et al. XR ¼ A exp(–Kt)þ (–A) exp(–Gt) []
Midilli et al. XR ¼ A exp(–KtN)þBt []

Note: XR is the moisture ratio predicted by the models and t is the time; K is the constant of the drying rate (s−1) and N;
A; C; B; K1; G are the experimental constants of the models.
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XR ¼ X tð Þ � X1
X0 � X1

� XðtÞ
X0

ð3Þ

The equation of themoisture ratio was simplified to X(t) X0
−1

because X1 is relatively small as compared to X(t) or X0
[12, 51]. For modeling, time (t) was expressed in seconds.

2.6 Statistical analysis

To determine the influence of the osmotic treatment and
drying temperature on moisture, drying speed, mass
transfer, and the constants of the various adjusted mod-
els, an analysis of variance was carried out (ANOVA) with
a significance level (SL) of 5%. The statistical analysis
was performed using the Infostat software [52].

The goodness of fit between the experimental data
and the theoretical values predicted by the models were
evaluated by the correlation coefficient (r) (eq. (4)), the
reduced chi-square ( χ2) (eq. (5)), and the root mean square
of error (RMSE) (eq. (6)). The statistical indicators χ2 and
RMSE in the table are expressed in percentages (%):

r ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiPN

i¼1 XRpre;i � XRpre
� �2

PN
i¼1 XRexp;i � XRexp
� �2

vuut ð4Þ

χ2 ¼
PN

i¼1 XRexp;i � XRpre;i
� �2

N � nð Þ

 !
� 100 ð5Þ

RMSE ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiPN

i¼1 XRexp;i � XRpre;i
� �2

N

s0
@

1
A� 100 ð6Þ

where N is the number of observations, n is the number
of constants in the model, XRexp is the experimental
moisture ratio, and XRpre is the theoretical or predicted
moisture ratio. The lowest values of χ2 and RMSE,
together with the highest values of r (≈1.0), were selected
as optimum criteria in order to evaluate the fit quality of
the models used.

3 Results and discussion

Table 2 shows the moisture content values (X) of
dehydrated nectarines by direct osmosis as a result of
different experimental conditions (type of osmotic
agent, concentration, fruit/syrup ratio and time) and the
moisture content values and water activity values (aw) of
nectarines dehydrated by osmosis followed by HAD,
recorded at the end of the drying period.

Table 2: Moisture content values (X) (g water g dry solid−1) and water activity values (aw) of nectarines dehydrated by combined methods
(ODþHAD).

OD HAD

Osmotic treatment X  °C  °C  °C

X aw X aw X aw

g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
g-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .
s-%-r/– °C .� . .�. .�. .�. .�. .� . .� .

Notes: Osmotic agent: g, glucose; s, sorbitol, concentration of the osmotic agent ¼ 40%; 60%.
Ratio: Fruit/osmotic agent ¼ r1/4 ¼ ratio 1–4; r1/10 ¼ ratio 1–10, temperature osmotic ¼ 25 °C; 40 °C.
Drying temperature ¼ 60 °C; 70 °C; 80 °C.
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Once the fresh fruit (4.602 g water g dry solid−1) was
dehydrated by osmosis, the fruit exhibited intermediate
moistures between 1.903 and 3.036 g water g dry solid−1,
depending on the type and concentration of the osmotic
agent, fruit/syrup ratio and dehydration temperature.
With the osmotic treatment, it was found that by using
a 60% w/w sorbitol solution, a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/10,
and a dehydration temperature of 25 °C, the product con-
tained 1.903�0.779 g water g dry solid−1, whereas the
degree of dehydration was lower when a 40% w/w glu-
cose solution, a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/10 and a dehydra-
tion temperature of 25 °C were used.

Upon HAD, the final moisture of the nectarines var-
ied between 0.002 and 0.530 g water g dry solid−1. The
lowest moisture osmo-dehydrated nectarines were those
immersed in a 60% w/w glucose solution with a fruit:
syrup ratio of 1/10 dehydrated at 25 °C followed by HAD
at 80 °C. Higher moisture was recorded for the samples
immersed in 60% w/w sorbitol with a fruit/syrup ratio of
1/4 dehydrated at 25 °C followed by HAD at 60 °C. This
decrease in the final moisture content of the osmo-dehy-
drated nectarines caused a decrease in the water activity
(aw) values, as shown in Table 2. Once the fresh fruit
(aw¼0.971) was dehydrated by osmosis followed by

HAD, the water activity ranged between 0.426 and 0.750
for the osmo-dehydrated nectarines in 40% w/w sorbitol
with a fruit:syrup ratio of 1/10 dehydrated at 25 °C fol-
lowed by HAD at 80 °C, whereas high water activity was
recorded for the samples in 60% w/w glucose with a
fruit/syrup ratio of 1/4 dehydrated at 25 °C followed by
HAD at 60 °C.

Table 3 shows the data analysis for moisture values
and water activity according to the influence of the inde-
pendent variables (osmotic agent, concentration, ratio
fruit:osmotic agent, osmotic time, temperature of OD,
temperature of HAD). During the HAD of the osmo-dehy-
drated nectarines, moisture was affected significantly
(p<0.0001) by all linear effects and most of the interac-
tions between the studies variables, whereas water activ-
ity was significantly affected (p<0.0001) by the type of
osmotic agent and the drying temperature.

During OD, moisture content loss was enhanced by
the use of more concentrated solutions and by an increase
in the proportion of solution in relation to the sample.
Similar results were reported by Araujo et al. [8] in OD of
nectarines, Khoji and Hesari [6] and Ispir and Togrul [7] in
OD of apricots and by Ferrari et al. [53] in OD of pears. In
addition, the samples osmo-dehydrated in sorbitol showed

Table 3: ANOVA for moisture values (X), water activity (aw) and effective diffusion coefficient values of water (Dw) of nectarines dehydrated by
combined methods (ODþHAD).

Variables X aw Dw

df F p df F p df F p

Time (min)  . <. – – – – – –
Osmotic agent  . <.  . <.  . <.
Concentration (% w/w)  . <.  . .  . .
Ratio fruit/osmotic agent  . .  . .  . .
Temperature of OD ( °C)  . <.  . .  . .
Temperature of HAD ( °C)  . <.  . <.  . <.
Time�osmotic agent  . <. – – – – – –
Time� concentration  . <. – – – – – –
Time� ratio fruit/osmotic agent  . . – – – – – –
Time� temperature of OD  . . – – – – – –
Time� temperature of HAD  . <. – – – – – –
Osmotic agent� concentration  . .  . .  . .
Osmotic agent� ratio fruit/osmotic agent  . <.  . .  . .
Osmotic agent� temperature of OD  . <.  . .  . .
Osmotic agent� temperature of HAD  . <.  . .  . .
Concentration� ratio fruit/osmotic agent  . <.  . .  . .
Concentration� temperature of OD  . .  . .  . .
Concentration� temperature of HAD  . <.  . .  . .
Ratio fruit/osmotic agent� temperature of OD  . <.  . .  . .
Ratio fruit/osmotic agent� temperature of HAD  . .  . .  . .
Temperature of OD� temperature of HAD  . .  . .  . .

Note: df, degree of freedom.
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a higher degree of dehydration in relation to those treated
in glucose syrup, as was observed in Table 2. Despite the
similarity in the molecular weights of sorbitol and glucose,
other variables influenced the behaviour of the osmotic
agents, such as viscosity, aw, and the ionic behaviour,
which will change the interaction between solutes with
water and with the solid matrix of the food [54–59].

In the HAD of osmo-dehydrated nectarines, X showed
temperature dependence, i.e., the moisture content of the
osmo-dehydrated nectarines decreased as the drying tem-
perature increased. The results were dependent on the
osmotic treatment, which is consistent with the results

obtained by Pavkov et al. [9] during the drying of pre-
viously osmo-dehydrated halved nectarines. The same
trend is shown by the water activity of osmo-dehydrated
nectarines (Table 2), i.e., aw decreased with increasing
HAD temperature. Convective drying of osmo-dehydrated
nectarines allowed for the reduction of aw levels from
0.971 to less than 0.750 through water elimination and
the incorporation, to a lesser extent, of soluble solids.
Thus, stable products could be obtained from the micro-
biological perspective [30, 43].

Figures 1 and 2 show the kinetics of moisture content
as a function of time for nectarines convection dried at

Figure 1: Moisture kinetics of hot-air dried nectarines at 60 °C, 70 °C, or 80 °C in glucose syrup solution.
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different temperatures after osmotic treatment in glucose
syrup and sorbitol, respectively. For all conditions, the
moisture decreased continually with increasing time and
drying temperature. This is evidenced in the figures,
which show that the slopes of the curves increase with
increasing temperature. These results coincide with those
obtained by Pavkov et al. [9], Sacilik and Elicin [12], Van
Arsel et al. [17], Kaleta and Górnicki [35], Akpinar et al.
[60], Akpinar et al. [61], and Lahsasni et al. [62].

As regards the osmotic treatment, the use of sorbitol
together with an increase in the concentration of the
hypertonic solution from 40% to 60% w/w and the use

of a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/10 resulted in a higher degree of
dehydration of the nectarines. At the same time, it is
observed that a higher degree of dehydration occurred
at 25 °C than at 40 °C (Figure 2). This effect may be
attributed to the collapse in the cell structure when con-
ditions are extreme, such as at high temperatures, caus-
ing partial expulsion of the osmotic solution with gas
release. The pores then contract and, consequently, the
free volume needed for water release is reduced [63].

The osmotic treatment favoured moisture loss in the
samples of 21–29%. This fact indicates that all the treat-
ments presented only a falling-rate period during drying.

Figure 2: Moisture kinetics of hot-air dried nectarines at 60 °C, 70 °C, or 80 °C in sorbitol solution.
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The lack of a constant rate period of drying indicates that
diffusion governed the drying process [18]. These results
were also reported by Togrul [14], Lahsasni et al. [62],
Senadeera et al. [64], Sankat and Castaigne [65],
Doymaz [66], Riva et al. [67] and Wang and Xi [68].

4 Mathematical modeling
of drying

4.1 Effective diffusion coefficients of water

Only the falling-rate period was present during the drying
of the nectarines, which indicates that water movement
was limited by resistance to the water mass transfer from
inside the solid to the interphase. It is therefore assumed
that even if different mass transfer mechanisms coexist,
water elimination is carried out by diffusion. The water
diffusivity was estimated adequately by Fick’s second law
model. Tables 3 and 4 show the results of the variance
according to the influence of the independent variables
for the effective diffusion coefficients and the effective
diffusion coefficient values of water, respectively. The
effective diffusion coefficients of water values ranged
from 4.96� 10−9 to 2.43� 10−8 m2 s−1. It is observed that

water diffusion was favoured by the glucose syrup at a
concentration of 60% w/w, a fruit:syrup ratio of 1/10,
and a dehydration temperature of 25 °C followed by air
drying at 80 °C, where the diffusion of water was lower
when treatment was performed in sorbitol at a concentra-
tion of 60% w/w, a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/4, and a dehy-
dration temperature of 25 °C followed by air drying at 60 °
C (Table 4).

Dw values were significantly affected (p<0.05) by the
type of osmotic agent, the concentration, osmotic tempera-
ture, drying temperature and the interactions between the
variable fruit:syrup ratios with concentration and osmotic
temperature and type of osmotic agent with the drying
temperature (Table 3). Owing to the influence of the vari-
ables involved in the osmotic treatment on the Dw, values,
it is observed that water diffusion was favoured by the
glucose syrup, as described previously (Table 4).

For the samples osmotically treated under the same
experimental conditions, the values of Dw increased with
increasing drying temperature. Similar results were pub-
lished by Maskan et al. [69] for grapes, Akpinar et al. [70]
for slices of potato, Sanjuan et al. [18] for the drying of
red peppers at 50–70 °C and Keqing [22] for the air drying
of osmo-dehydrated pears. In these studies, it was also
found that the temperature significantly affected the
effective diffusion coefficients of water during air drying,
and a direct relation between the increase of Dw values
and the drying temperature was reported. Fick’s second
law satisfactorily predicts water movement during osmo-
tic pretreatment of nectarines, which explains the 95.06–
99.98% variation in the experimental data.

The effective diffusion coefficients found for the
osmo-dehydrated nectarines are consistent with those of
some reports, such as those described by Wang et al. [37]
for dried apples (1.91� 10−9 to 3.93� 10−9 m2 s−1) and
Velic et al. [71] for apples dried at 60 °C (1.79� 10−9 to
4.45� 10−9 m2 s−1).

4.2 Fitting of the drying curves using
mathematical equations

Tables 5 and 6 show the adjustment of drying kinetics
through the use of 10 mathematical models. The tables
also show the values of the statistical indicators (r, χ2,
RMSE) obtained for the 48 treatments. The r values were
between 0.750556 and 0.999995. The ranges were
0.000005–0.026241 for χ2 and 0.000618–0.045818 for
RMSE. These results show that the models studied accu-
rately described the HAD kinetics of osmo-dehydrated
nectarines.

Table 4: Effective diffusion coefficient values of water of nectarines
dehydrated by combined methods (ODþHAD).

Effective diffusion coefficient (Dw) (m
 s−)

Osmotic treatments  °C  °C  °C

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

g-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/–°C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

s-%-r/– °C .�
−

.� 
−

.�
−

Note: Osmotic agent: g, glucose; s, sorbitol, concentration of the osmo-
tic agent ¼ 40%; 60%; ratio: fruit/osmotic agent ¼ r1/4 ¼ ratio 1–4;
r1/10 ¼ ratio 1–10; temperature: osmotic ¼ 25 °C; 40 °C; drying tem-
perature ¼ 60 °C; 70 °C; 80 °C.
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Table 5: Mathematical model of drying kinetics of osmo-dehydrated nectarines by the equations of Newton, Page, Page modified,
Henderson and Pabis, and the logarithmic model.

T Newton Page Page modified Henderson and Pabis Logarithmic

r χ RMSE r χ RMSE r χ RMSE r χ RMSE r χ RMSE

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Note: T, treatments.
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Table 6: Mathematical model of drying kinetics of osmo-dehydrated nectarines by the equations of the two-term model, two
exponential terms, Wang and Sing, Verma et al. and Midilli et al.

T Two terms Two exp. terms Wang and Sing Verma et al. Midilli et al.

r χ RMSE r χ RMSE r χ RMSE r χ RMSE r χ RMSE

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Note: T, treatments.
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When exhaustively comparing the models’ beha-
viour, it should be emphasized that the logarithmic and
Midilli et al. [49] models presented the best adjustment,
as expressed by values of r close to unity and the small
values of χ2 and RMSE. From the 10 mathematical
adjusted equations, it was expected that the Wang and
Sing model would present a poorer adjustment because it
is not an exponential-type equation. In the same way, the
logarithmic, two terms, two-term exponential, Verma et
al., and Midilli et al. models represented a better adjust-
ment because they are exponential equations with more
terms, which allows for a better representation of the
drying curves, which are exponential and asymptotic in
time. These results coincide with the ones obtained by
Menges and Ertekin [11], Sacilik and Elicin [12], and
Rayaguru et al. [72].

Figure 3 shows the adjustment of the logarithmic and
Midilli et al. models for 1 of the 48 treatments tested,
corresponding to nectarines dehydrated by osmosis using
a sorbitol solution (60% w/w) with a fruit/syrup ratio of
1/10 dehydrated at 25 °C followed by air drying at 80 °C.
This was the treatment with which the highest rate of
dehydration was achieved. In the figure, the absolute
moisture values obtained experimentally and the ones
predicted by the models mentioned above in terms of
time can be observed.

The optimum treatment and the constants and coeffi-
cients of the logarithmic and Midilli et al. models, respec-
tively, were as follows:

XR ¼ 0:870 exp �2:750� 10�04t
� �� 0:008 r ¼ 0:999ð Þ

XR ¼ 0:830 exp �1:668� 10�04t1:057
� �� 2:973� 10�07t

r ¼ 0:999ð Þ

The moisture ratio of the nectarines at any time during
the drying process can be more accurately estimated
using these expressions.

5 Conclusions

It was observed that dehydration increased proportion-
ally with increasing drying temperature and that the
results depended on the osmotic treatment. The treat-
ment that achieved the greatest moisture reduction was
that in which the nectarines were osmo-dehydrated in a
60% w/w sorbitol solution with a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/10
dehydrated at 25 °C followed by air drying at 80 °C. It was
observed that the rate-drying curves did not show a con-
stant drying-rate period. Fick’s second law satisfactorily
predicted water movement during osmotic pretreatment,
explaining the 95.06–99.98% variation in the experimen-
tal data. The mathematical models employed presented a
high quality of adjustment. However, the logarithmic and
Midilli et al. empirical models best described the drying
kinetics, and thus they are recommended for predicting
the process conditions at an industrial level. The best
treatment that achieved the greatest moisture reduction
was when the nectarines were osmo-dehydrated in a 60
% w/w sorbitol solution with a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/10
dehydrated at 25 °C followed by air drying at 80 °C.
Future research will show whether such drying condi-
tions also helps maintain the qualities of the fruit.

Abbreviations

OD Osmotic dehydration
HAD Hot air drying
X0 Initial moisture (g water g dry solid−1)
aw Water activity
Xc Critical moisture (g water g dry solid−1)
X Moisture (g water g dry solid−1)
Dw Diffusion coefficient of water (m2 s−1)
L Semi-thickness (m)
XR Moisture ratio
T Time (s; min)
K Constant of drying rate (s−1)
N; A; C; B; K1; G Experimental constants of the models
X1 Moisture in the equilibrium (g water g dry solid−1)
R Correlation coefficient
χ2 Reduced chi-square
RMSE Root mean square of error
N Number of observations
XRexp Experimental moisture ratio
XRpre Theoretical or predicted moisture ratio
d.s. Dry solid

Figure 3: Adjustment of the logarithmic and Midilli et al. models to
the data obtained for nectarines osmo-dehydrated in 40% w/w
glucose syrup with a fruit/syrup ratio of 1/10 at 25 °C and hot-air
dried at 60 °C.
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