
Glycosidases Interact Selectively With
Mannose-6-Phosphate Receptors of Bull Spermatozoa
Andrea C. Aguilera,1 Ver�onica Boschin,2 Lorena Carvelli,1 Juan C. Cavicchia,2

and Miguel A. Sosa1*
1Laboratorio de Biolog�ıa y Fisiolog�ıa Celular “Dr. Franciso Bertini,” Instituto de Histolog�ıa y
Embriolog�ıa—CONICET-FCM-UNCuyo, Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales—Universidad
Nacional de Cuyo, 5500 Mendoza, Argentina

2Laboratorio de Biolog�ıa y Fisiolog�ıa Celular “Dr. Franciso Bertini,” Instituto de Histolog�ıa y
Embriolog�ıa—CONICET-FCM-UNCuyo, 5500 Mendoza, Argentina

ABSTRACT
Glycosidases may play a role in sperm maturation during epididymal transit. In this work, we describe the interaction of these enzymes
with bull spermatozoa. We found that b-galactosidase associated to spermatozoa can be released under low ionic strength conditions,
whereas the interaction of N-acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase and b-glucuronidase with spermatozoa appeared to be stronger. On the other
hand, a-mannosidase and a-fucosidase cannot be removed from the gametes. In addition, part of N-acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase,
b-galactosidase, and b-glucuronidase can also be released by mannose-6-phosphate. Taking into account these data, we explored
the presence of cation-independent- and cation-dependent-mannose-6-phosphate receptors in the spermatozoa and found that
cation-independent mannose-6-phosphate receptor is highly expressed in bull spermatozoa and cation-dependent-mannose-6-phosphate
receptor is expressed at a lesser extent. In addition, by immunofluorescence, we observed that cation-independent-mannose-6-phosphate
receptor is mostly located at the acrosomal zone, whereas cation-dependent-mannose-6-phosphate receptor presents a different
distribution pattern on spermatozoa during the epididymal transit. N-acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase and b-glucuronidase isolated from
epididymal fluid interacted mostly with cation-independent-mannose-6-phosphate receptor, while b-galactosidase was recognized by
both receptors. We concluded that glycosidases might play different roles in bull spermatozoa and that mannos-6-phosphate receptors
may act as recruiters of some enzymes. J. Cell. Biochem. 117: 2464–2472, 2016. © 2016 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.
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The mammalian epididymis is a convoluted duct where
spermatozoa acquire motility and fertilizing ability [Hinton

et al., 1995]. During transit along the duct, spermatozoa interact with
molecules secreted by the epididymal epithelium. These interactions
result in biochemical and morphological changes in the spermato-
zoa. Some of these changes include adsorption of epididymal
proteins on the spermatozoa surface and a molecular reorganization
of the plasmalemma [Sullivan, 1999; Cuasnicu et al., 2002]. The
maturation of spermatozoa in the epididymis is the result of
sequential interactions with proteins secreted by the epithelium
[Cooper, 1998; Robaire et al., 2006; Turner, 2008; Cornwall, 2009;
Dacheux et al., 2009, 2012].

Among the proteins secreted into the lumen, glycosidases can be
found at high concentrations in several mammalian species

[Mayorga and Bertini, 1985; Gupta and Setty, 1995; Tulsiani
et al., 1998; Belmonte et al., 2002; Hermo and Robaire, 2002;
Dacheux et al., 2005; Tulsiani and Abou-Haila, 2011], although the
role of these enzymes in spermmaturation is still controversial, since
the intraluminal pH is not optimum for their catalytic activity
[Levine and Kelly, 1978]. However, it has been demonstrated that
some enzymes, such as b-galactosidase is active in the fluid of rat
epididymis [Tulsiani et al., 1995].

A proteomic analysis has demonstrated that hydrolytic enzymes
such asa- andb-mannosidase,b-hexosaminidase, and cathepsins A
and D are found in the epididymal lumen of reproductively active
bulls and they are secreted by the epithelium of the organ
[Belleannee et al., 2011], and in turn, an active secretion of
cathepsin D and a-L-fucosidase could be related to the reproductive
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capacity [Moura et al., 2006]. Considering the selective interaction of
some soluble epididymal enzymes with epididymal spermatozoa, it
may be possible that some enzymes may be transported by the
spermatozoa to the site of fertilization. [Belmonte et al., 1998, 2000],
In addition, it has been suggested that active glycosidases associated
to spermatozoa may be important for: (i) the binding of spermatozoa
to oviductal cells [Lefebvre et al., 1997]; (ii) the sperm capacitation
[Taitzoglou et al., 2007]; (iii) the dispersion of the cumulus cells
[Takada et al., 1994]; and (iv) the direct sperm-oocyte interactions
[Miller et al., 1993; Venditti et al., 2007, 2010; Phopin et al., 2013].
However, the nature of the interaction of some glycosidases with
spermatozoa remains unknown.

In most cell types, many lysosomal enzymes acquire a mannose-
6-phosphate residue during its biosynthesis and they are trans-
ported selectively to lysosomes by specific receptors (mannose-6-
phosphate receptors, MPRs) [Hille-Rehfeld, 1995; Dahms et al.,
2008]. Two types of MPRs have been described so far, the cation-
dependent (CD-MPR) and the cation-independent (CI-MPR), which
co-exist in most of mammalian cell types [Dahms et al., 2008;
Braulke and Bonifacino, 2009; Nadimpalli and Amancha, 2010],
though the relevance of that co-existence has not been
conclusively explained.

Interestingly, MPRs have also been found in the surface of
epididymal spermatozoa in some mammalian species [Belmonte
et al., 1998, 2002] and they could interact with enzymes secreted by
the epididymal epithelium [Belmonte et al., 2002].

The aim of the present study was to determine whether secreted
enzymes interact with spermatozoa in bull epididymis and to
elucidate the nature of that interaction. We observed that both MPRs
(CD-MPR and CI-MPR) are expressed in spermatozoa and they
interact differently with the enzymes. In addition, we present
evidence that CD-MPR may accompany the sperm maturation
during epididymal transit.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

REAGENTS
The rabbit polyclonal anti-CI-MPR serumwas kindly provided by Dr.
Nancy Dahms (Wisconsin University, USA) and the rabbit polyclonal
anti-CD-MPR serum was kindly provided by Dr. A. Hille-Rehfeld
(Stuttgart, Germany). The rabbit anti-tubulin (T3526) antibody was
purchased from Sigma Chemical Co. (St. Louis, MO). The biotin-
conjugated anti-rabbit IgG antiserum (B-7389) the FITC-conjugated
anti-rabbit IgG antiserum (F-0382) and horseradish peroxidase-
conjugated avidin were also provided by Sigma. The corresponding
4-methylumbelliferyl substrates for a-mannosidase (a-MAN),
N-acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase (b-NAG), b-galactosidase (b-Gal)
b-glucuronidase (b-Glu), a-fucosidase (a-Fuc) and the mannose-6-
phosphate (M6P, disodium salt, cat.M6876) were also provided by
Sigma. The chemiluminescent reagent was prepared with 1.25mM
luminol, and 198mM p-coumaric acid in 100mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.5)
according to Mruk and Cheng [2011].

ANIMALS
Reproductively mature bulls (Aberdeen-Angus �4 years old) were
used in this study. These animals had been used for reproductive

purposes in farms. Bulls were fed with diets primarily composed of
pasture provided by farms located in C�ordoba (Argentina). All the
procedures were performed according to the protocol approved by
CICUAL (Commitee for Animal Care of the Universidad Nacional de
Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina).

BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES
After slaughtering (slaughterhouse located in Corralitos, Mendoza,
Argentina), epididymides were removed from the bulls and
processed up to 2 h later. Testes and epididymides were transported
to the laboratory on ice and processed immediately. The organs (one
per animal) were carefully dissected and the caput, corpus, and cauda
were processed separately. Tissues were cut into small pieces minced
with a stainless steel blade. The samples were suspended (1:3w/v)
either in Hankś solution or buffer H (10mM Tris–acetate, pH 7.2,
containing 0.25M sucrose, 1% EDTA, 1mM PMSF, 0.02% sodium
azide, and 5mM glycerophosphate), depending on the experiment
(as detailed below). Incubations were carried out, at 37°C for 30min
with gentle manual agitation to permit the release of spermatozoa.
The minced tissue was settled for 10min at 4°C and the resulting
supernatant (containing fluid and spermatozoa) was centrifuged at
400g for 5min and spermatozoa were separated from the fluid. The
spermatozoa were washed three times with Hankś solution and
finally pelleted at 1000g for 10min. The epididymal fluids were
stored at �20°C until use.

RELEASE OF ACID HYDROLASES FROM SPERMATOZOA
Cauda spermatozoa were washed twice with buffer H followed by
sequential incubations (30min each one) with increasing
concentrations of NaCl (0.05–0.5M) in buffer H. After incubation
on ice (with manual agitation every 10min) samples were
centrifuged for 10min at 800g and the supernatants were
collected and replaced with the following salt concentration. In
other experiments, spermatozoa were incubated with 10mM
mannose-6-phosphate (M6P) for 2 h (with manual agitation
every 10min) on ice and centrifuged for 10min at 800g as before.
Under these conditions of temperature, spermatozoa remained
intact, although no differences were observed when incubations
were carried at 20°C. All the supernatants (containing released
enzymes) and the remaining spermatozoa (resuspended in 2%
Triton X-100) were stored at �20°C until use. The integrity of
spermatozoa was evaluated by fluorescence microscopy using
Pisum Sativum [Jankovicov�a et al., 2008] or by transmission
electron microscopy [Belmonte et al., 2000].

BINDING ASSAYS
To measure activity of MPRs on sperm surface, we performed a
binding assay using b-glucuronidase (pGLU) purified from rat
preputial gland [Tulsiani et al., 1975]. Briefly, 1� 106 of cauda
spermatozoa were previously washed with 1ml of buffer H
containing 0.3M NaCl (to remove endogenous enzyme, Belmonte
et al., 1998), and incubated with 250–1200U pGLU in 250ml buffer B
(10mM Tris–acetate, pH 7.2 containing 0.5mM EGTA), either in the
presence or absence of bivalent ions (0.5mM CaCl2 and 0.5mM
MnCl2), and in the presence or absence of 10mM mannose-6-
phosphate (M6P), as described by Romano et al. [2002]. The enzyme
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bound to spermatozoa was measured on the pellets after centrifuga-
tion at 1000g. Pellets were resuspended in 2% Triton X-100 and the
activity of each enzyme was measured. Under these conditions, no
interference by Triton X-100 on enzyme measurements was
detected. Values of KD and the number of binding sites (Bmax)
were estimated from the binding curves according to Romano et al.
[2002].

BINDING OF EPIDIDYMAL ENZYMES TO SPERMATOZOA
Binding conditions were similar to those described above, except
that crude epididiymal fluid was added to the binding assay instead
pGLU. Briefly, 1� 106 cells obtained from cauda were incubated
with the corresponding fluid adjusted to 250–1200U for each
enzyme: a-Man, b-NAG, b-Gal, b-Glu, or a-Fuc either in the
presence or in the absence of the bivalent ions, and in the presence or
absence of M6P in a final volume of 250ml of buffer B. After
centrifuging at 1000g (for 10min at 4°C), the pellet containing the
spermatozoawas resuspended in 2% Triton X-100 and the activity of
each enzyme was measured. The total binding to MPRs was that in
the presence of bivalent cations and M6P. The binding to CD-MPR
was deduced from the difference between the total binding and that
obtained in the absence of bivalent cations.

IMMUNOBLOTTING
Sperm proteins (from caput, corpus, or cauda) were extracted with
sample buffer [Laemmli, 1970] at 95°C for 5min and under non-
reducing conditions. This extraction was repeated twice. After
centrifugation at 12,000g for 10min, supernatants were supple-
mented with 10mM dithiothreitol, and boiled for 3min. Protein
samples were run on SDS-PAGE gels (7.5% or 10% acrylamide for
CI-MPR or CD-MPR, respectively) and electrotransferred to
nitrocellulose (NC) membranes (pore size 0.45mm, GE Healthcare,
Germany) for 4 h (CI-MPR) or 50min (CD-MPR) at 250V. CD-MPR
and CI-MPR were detected on the membrane using the correspond-
ing specific antibodies as described by Carvelli et al. [2010]. Specific
bands were detected by the enhanced chemiluminescence method
(ECL), and quantified by densitometric scanning on the membranes
using the Image Quant LAS 4000 (GE Healthcare, Uppsala, Sweden).
Detection of tubulin was used as loading control.

IMMUNOFLUORESCENCE
Spermatozoa obtained from caput, corpus and cauda (as described
above) andpreviouslywashed oncewith buffer Hwere resuspended in
PBS andfixedwith 2%p-formaldehyde (PAF, in PBS) for 10min, then
placed on slides (previously treated with 10mM poly-lysine for
30min) and processed for immunofluorescence according to
Belmonte et al. [2000]. Briefly, the slides containing spermatozoa
were blocked for 1 h at room temperaturewith 5%horse serum inPBS/
PVP (0.1% polyvinylpyrrolidone in PBS). They were then incubated
overnight at 4°C with either anti-CD-MPR or anti-CI-MPR (diluted
1:200 and 1:100, respectively) in PBS/PVP-HS (PBS/PVP containing
1% horse serum). After three washes with PBS/PVP, a FITC-
conjugated anti-rabbit IgG (1:100 in PBS/PVP-HS) was added and
incubated for 1 h at room temperature. Slides werewashed three times
with PBS andmounted on glass coverslip with UltraCruzTMmounting
medium (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA). Slideswere then

examined with a Fluorescence Microscope (Nikon 80i, Japan). The
percentage of stained spermatozoa was estimated by counting
200 cells with epifluorescence optics at a magnification of 600�.

FREEZE FRACTURE
For freeze fracture, the general procedure of Cavicchia and Morales
[1992] was followed. Spermatozoa from corpus and cauda
epipidymis prepared as indicated above were fixed by immersion
in 3% glutaraldehyde-cacodylate buffer for 20min and placed in
30% glycerol for 2 h. One drop of each sperm sample was placed on
gold freeze fracture holders, and rapidly frozen in liquid Freon 22
and stored in liquid nitrogen. The material was fractured in a Balzers
BAF 301 at �105°C with no etching and shadowed with platinum
followed by carbon. Replicas were cleaned with sodium hypochlo-
rite, mounted in copper grids and observed in a electron microscope
(Zeiss 900, Germany). The membrane fracture faces were labelled as
either protoplasmic fracture face (P face) or exoplasmic fracture face
(E face).

OTHER PROCEDURES
The activity of a-Man, b-NAG, b-Gal, and b-Glu were measured
fluorometrically, using the corresponding 4-methyl-umbellyferyl-
substrate [as described by Barrett and Heath, 1977] and the activity
of a-Fuc was measured using p-nitrophenyl substrate. One unit of
enzymatic activity catalyzes the release of 1 nmol of 4-methyl-
umbellyferone/h or 1 nmol of p-nitrophenol. Protein concentration
was estimated according to Lowry et al. [1951].

STATISTICAL ANALYSES
Datawere analyzed by one-wayANOVA followed by Tukey0s-Kramer
multiple comparisons test, and the level of significance was set at
P< 0.05.

RESULTS

In this study, we first observed that glycosidases are associated to
cauda epididymal spermatozoa, being mostly enriched in b-NAG
(Table I). It seems that b-Gal is weakly associated to spermatozoa
since it is released easily by low concentrations of sodium chloride
(Fig. 1). Instead, b-Glu and b-NAG are released with higher
concentrations of salts and a significant percentage still remained
associated to the spermatozoa after treatments. Conversely, a-Man

TABLE I. Activity of Glycosidases Associated to Spermatozoa From
the Cauda of Bull Epididymis

Glycosidase Units/106 spermatozoa

b-NAG 4117.4 � 713.2�
b-Gal 637.0 � 99.8
b-Glu 293.6 � 22.9
a-Man 965.6 � 91.7
a-Fuc 621.8 � 96.9

Values are expressed as means� SEM from four different animals. b-NAG, N-
acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase;b-Gal,b-galactosidase; b-Glu, b-glucuronidase;a-
Man, a-mannosidase; a-Fuc, a-fucosidase.
�Significantly different from the other enzymes (P< 0.05).

JOURNAL OF CELLULAR BIOCHEMISTRY2466 INTERACTION OF GLYCOSIDASES WITH BULL SPERMATOZOA



and a-Fuc are difficult to remove under high ionic strength
conditions and they are mostly retained by the gamete (Fig. 1).

Inmost cell types, lysosomal enzymes interact withmembranes via
mannose-6-phosphate receptors (MPRs) for proper delivery to
lysosomes. Herein, we observed that both MPRs (CD-MPR and
CI-MPR)are also expressed on the surfaceofbull spermatozoa, and the
expression does not vary between the spermatozoa of different
epididymal regions (Fig. 2). The presence of glycosidases in the sperm
plasma membrane may be related, at least in part, to the presence of

these specific receptors. Accordingly, we have observed that a third of
b-NAG is released with the phosphorylated sugar M6P and at lesser
extentwithb-Glu andb-Gal (Table II). On the other hand, it seems that
the distribution of the CD-MPR changes during epididymal transit,
from a dispersed signal in the head of epididymal spermatozoa to a
concentratedpost-equatorial distribution in the cauda (Fig. 3AandB).
These findings are in accordance with an increased number of
intramembrane particles in that zone (11.3� 0.9 in corpus and
20.7� 0.9 particles/m2 in cauda spermatozoa (from three areas

Fig. 1. Release of lysosomal enzymes associated to epididymal bull spermatozoa with increasing salt concentrations (NaCl). Values are expressed as percentages� SD (n¼ 5) of
released enzyme with the indicated salt concentration (white bars) versus remaining enzyme after salt extraction (black bars), from the total content in spermatozoa. b-NAG,
N-acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase; b-Gal, b-galactosidase; b-Glu, b-glucuronidase; a-Man, a-mannosidase; a-Fuc, a-fucosidase.
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measured), as observed by freeze fracture (Fig. 4). Instead, the CI-MPR
showed a similar acrosomal distribution pattern in spermatozoa from
the different epididymal regions (Fig. 3). By using an exogenous
enzyme, such as pGlu purified from rat preputial gland (which is a
polyvalent phosphomannosyl ligand), we have observed that the
number of active CI-MPR (Bmax) is higher than CD-MPR, consistent
with the expression of both MPRs (Fig. 5). We also attempted to
determine if the enzymes that are found in the epididymal fluid are
ligands forMPRs of the spermatozoa and if these enzymeswere able to
interact either with both MPRs or with each one differently. To this
end, thebindingassaywasperformedwith caudaspermatozoaand the
corresponding crude fluid, either in the presence or in the absence of
bivalent ions and in the presence or absence ofmannose-6-phosphate
(as described in materials and methods). Despite the existing
competition between the enzymes, we have observed that b-NAG,
and b-Glu are mostly recognized by the CI-MPR (Fig. 6B and C),
whereas b-Gal showed more affinity for CD-MPR, despite its low
expression (Fig. 6A).

DISCUSSION

In mammals, the functionality of epididymis has been studied for
decades and accumulated evidence suggests an important role of this
organ in sperm maturation. The epididymal epithelium synthesizes
and secretes glycosidases, which would be involved in sperm
maturation.

In this study, we found that several glycosidases are associated to
epididymal spermatozoa in reproductivelymature bulls and it appears
that interaction varies between five studied enzymes. It was observed
that b-Gal is associated to the spermatozoa with low affinity, as this
enzyme is released easily from the spermatozoa with low concen-
trations of NaCl (Fig. 1). Unlike other species, it seems that b-Gal is
associated to the sperm surface, rather than being acrosomal [Kuno
et al., 2000], since the cells remained intact after the treatments with
salts (data not shown). On the other hand, b-Glu and b-NAG are
partially released with NaCl, indicating that the interaction with
membrane is stronger. Unlike the other enzymes, a-Man and a-Fuc
remain mostly bound to the spermatozoa, even after a strong
treatment with salts, indicating that these enzymes are tighly
associated to spermatozoa [Tulsiani et al., 1989; Hancock et al.,
1993; Kuno et al., 2000; Khunsook et al., 2003; Venditti et al., 2010].
We also attempted to elucidate the nature of the enzyme-spermatozoa
interaction. Herein, we have also observed that part of b-NAG and, at
lesser extent, b-Gal and b-Glu are released from the spermatozoa by
treatment with M6P, suggesting some participation of mannose-6-
phosphate receptors (MPRs) in the interaction of these enzymes with
spermatozoa. It is well known that MPRs play a role in the delivery of
acid hydrolases, and that twodistinctMPRs occur inmammaliancells,
the cation dependent-(CD-MPR) and the CI-MPR receptor [Ghosh
et al., 2003; Dahms et al., 2008; Braulke and Bonifacino, 2009], which
co-exist in most cell types, including rat spermatozoa [Belmonte
et al., 2000, 2002]. In line with this, the twoMPRs are found in bovine

Fig. 2. Immunoblot for detection of mannose-6-phosphate receptors in spermatozoa from caput, corpus, or cauda of bull epididymis. A and B: detection of CI-MPR and the
corresponding quantification of bands. C and D: detection of CD-MPR, and the corresponding quantitation of bands. In all cases, bars represent the means of relative optical
densities (R.O.D.)� SD (n¼ 3) after the substraction of tubulin detection.

TABLE II. Release of Glycosidases From Bull Spermatozoa With
10mM of Mannose-6-Phosphate

Enzyme Percentage

b-NAG 39.66 � 12.0�
b-Gal 13.75 � 3.77��
b-Glu 15.75 � 5.37��
a-Man 2.39 � 0.85
a-Fuc 1.85 � 1.25

Values are expressed as percentage (mean) of released enzyme from the total
associated to spermatozoa� SD from four different animals. b-NAG, N-acetyl-b-
D-glucosaminidase; b-Gal, b-galactosidase; b-Glu, b-glucuronidase; a-Man, a-
mannosidase; a-Fuc, a-fucosidase.
�Significantly different from all the other enzymes (P< 0.05).
��Significantly different from a-Man and a-Fuc (P< 0.05).
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Fig. 3. Immunofluorescence for detection of sperm MPRs along epididymal duct. (A) Distribution patterns of CD-MPR in spermatozoa from any region; disperse, disperse with
post-equatorial, exclusively post-equatorial, and acrosomal, as indicated. (B) Quantitation of cells from each epididymal region, showing the patterns described in A. Values are
expressed as the means of percentages of each distribution pattern� SD from five different animals. (C) Immunodetection of CI-MPR in bull spermatozoa, showing acrosomal
location along the epididymal duct. Controls; the sperm were incubated with secondary antibody alone.

Fig. 4. Freeze-fracture of spermatozoa obtained from either the corpus (A) or cauda (B) of bull epididymis. The image shows the P face in the post-acrosomal region. Arrows
indicate 10 nm intramembrane particles, which were quantified from the figure. �Collar-like rods of particles close to the neck region. Scale bar: 0.6mm.
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spermatozoa, being the CI-MPR highly expressed on the spermatozoa
surface (Fig. 2). Interestingly, CD-MPR exhibits different distribution
patterns on spermatozoon along epididymal duct, while the CI-MPR
has an unchanged acrosomal location (Fig. 3). These changes in the
distribution of the CD-MPR could be due to a movement of these
receptors along the sperm membrane, and may be relevant to the
interaction with enzymes.

In addition, by means of binding assays [Romano et al., 2002],
we demonstrated that both MPRs are active to phosphomannosyl-
ligands, indicating that they could select enzymes or other proteins
from the epididymal fluid. The values of KD indicate that the two
MPRs have higher affinity for M6P ligands than in other tissues
[Romano et al., 2002, 2005]. This could be due to a higher exposure
of MPRs on the sperm surface or that other membrane proteins
may enhance or potentiate their activity. It is well known that
these receptors have the capacity to form dimers, which enriches
interaction with phosphomannosyl ligands [York et al., 1999;
Byrd et al., 2000; Ghosh et al., 2003; Dahms et al., 2008].
Therefore, changes in membrane fluidity in the spermatozoa could
regulate the activity of the MPRs. Although it has been found that
the epididymal spermatozoa can carry cytoplasmic remnants
(droplets) [Cooper and Yeung, 2003; Tajik et al., 2007], which
could contribute to the enzymatic activity measured in the

spermatozoa [Garbers et al., 1970], this would not be the case,
since less than 1% of cauda bull spermatozoa had droplets (data
not shown). In this study we also observed that MPRs from the
sperm surface can also recognize the enzymes from the epididymal
fluid (Fig. 6), indicating that some enzymes secreted by the
epithelium could become associated to spermatozoa via these
receptors during epididymal transit. In addition, both receptors
could play different functions, as they can discriminate between
the secreted enzymes (Fig. 6). This selectivity can also be related to
the structure of the phosphomannosyl residues on the enzymes,
either bearing monovalent or polyvalent ligands [Distler et al.,
1991; Chavez et al., 2007].

Fig. 5. Binding of preputial gland b-glucuronidase to spermatozoa from bull
cauda epididymis (A). Spermatozoa were incubated with 250–1200U of
enzyme in the absence (lower curve) or presence (upper curve) of bivalent
cations, as described in materials and methods. The bound enzyme was settled
with the spermatozoa and measured in the pellets. Non-specific binding was
determined in the presence of mannose-6-phosphate and substracted from the
curves. Each point represents the mean� SD from three assays. (B) Values of
Bmax (maximum of binding sites) and KD (affinity constant) for each MPR
derived from the binding curves.

Fig. 6. Binding of lysosomal enzymes from epididymal fluid to spermatozoa
of bull cauda epididymis. Binding was performed with 1� 106 spermatozoa
and fluid adjusted to 250–1200 U for each enzyme in a final volume of
250ml, either in the presence (upper curve) or absence (lower curve) of
bivalent ions, as described in materials and methods. The non-specific
binding (in the presence of M6P) was substracted from each curve. Each
point in the curves represents the mean� SD from three independent
experiments. (A) b-Gal, b-galactosidase; (B) b-Glu, b-glucuronidase; (C)
b-NAG, N-acetyl-b-D-glucosaminidase.
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The reasons for the presence of these receptors in cells that lack
lysosomes are unknown. One possibility is that the binding to MPRs
could be a step in the activation process of the enzymes to
remodelate the sperm surface, although the epididymal pH is not the
optimum for this activity. It is also possible that MPRs on sperm
surface are the vehicle for these enzymes to be activated in other
environment, such as the female reproductive tract [Belmonte et al.,
2002]. However, a role for MPRs in the interaction sperm-oocyte
should not be ruled out.

In conclusion, we have demonstrated that bovine spermatozoa
carry numerous glycolytic enzymes. These enzymeswould have a role
in sperm remodeling, or carried by the spermatozoa to another
environment, or play a role in post-maturation events. According to
the results obtained in this study we also suggest a new role for the
MPRs, other than the transport of lysosomal enzymes to lysosomes.
Thus, the recruitment of glycosidases mediated by MPRs in the
epididmymal spermatozoa, may be relevant for the reproductive
capacity in bulls.
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