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Structural and dielectric properties
of hot-pressed poly(vinylidene
fluoride)-based composites

E Ruggiero, MM Reboredo and MS Castro

Abstract

The characterization of ceramic/polymer composites was performed on zinc oxide/poly(vinylidene fluoride) –

ZnO/PVDF and barium titanate/poly(vinylidene fluoride) composites with varying filler concentration in order to evalu-

ate the main interactions responsible for the composite dielectric behavior. The materials, poly(vinylidene fluoride) and

its composites, were melt-blended using a two-roller mixer and then hot-pressed. The permittivity of composites was

enhanced compared with that of the pure poly(vinylidene fluoride) with the addition of 20 w/w% of ZnO particles.

However, samples with 40 or 60 w/w% of ZnO registered a diminution in the real permittivity values which was

connected to particle-matrix adhesion problems. On the other hand, barium titanate composites presented a more

homogeneous morphology with less presence of voids and a better adhesion between the filler and the polymer, where

real permittivity increased with the addition of barium titanate particles.
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Introduction

Dielectric composites containing a polymer matrix and
ceramic particles have been widely studied due to the
combination of the high dielectric performance of cer-
amics and the low cost and the easy processing of poly-
mers. Such materials with high dielectric permittivity
have opened opportunities for numerous applications,
such as embedded capacitors, gate dielectrics, and elec-
tric energy storage devices.1 Therefore, polymer–cer-
amic materials have aroused much attention for uses
in microelectronics packaging.2 It was also established
that improvements in dielectric properties are linked to
particles content, processing conditions and the matrix
dielectric permittivity.2 Certainly, polymer dielectric
properties can be improved by ZnO or BaTiO3 particles
addition for integrated circuits.3,4

Zinc oxide (ZnO) is one of the most promising
materials for optoelectronic, spintronic and piezoelec-
tric devices due to its piezoelectric and optoelectronic
properties.5 Recently, it was reported that the incorp-
oration of nanosized ZnO enhances the dielectric prop-
erties of PVDF piezoelectric polymer.3,6 Moreover,
Indra Devi et al. found that ZnO composition has a

great influence on the trend and magnitude of dielectric
properties, enhancing dielectric permittivity values.6

Barium titanate (BT) ceramic is a well-known ferro-
electric ceramic that has been of practical importance
because of its excellent dielectric properties. Especially,
the tetragonal room temperature phase provides polar-
ization from the titanium ion movement in c-dimension
resulting in ferroelectric behavior.7 Furthermore, tet-
ragonal barium titanate is known for its high permit-
tivity, its suitability for ac-currents of a wide frequency
range.

Poly(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF) has been widely
investigated due to its outstanding pyro- and piezoelec-
tric properties.8 PVDF has been considered as an ideal
polymer matrix for applications in micro-electronic
devices, and high-charge storage capacitors due to its
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high permittivity, and excellent properties.9 Another
essential characteristic of PVDF is polymorphism.
Depending on their chain conformations as trans (T)
or gauche (G) linkages, PVDF has five crystalline
phases: non-polar a-phase and "-phase, as well as
polar b-phase, d-phase, and g-phase. However, a-and
b-phase PVDF are the most investigated conform-
ations.10 a-phase is the most common crystal structure
(TGTG), and can be formed during conventional melt
and solution processing processes. b-phase has a trans
planar zigzag structure (TTTT), which is responsible of
the largest spontaneous polarization per unit cell com-
pared with other crystal phases and contributes to
the development of high pyro- and piezoelectric
properties.9,11

There are two main objectives in the present research
work. The first one aims to determine the influence of
the way in which commercial PVDF is provided (pellet
or powder) on final properties of PVDF-hot pressed
samples. The second one is to investigate the influence
of BaTiO3 and ZnO particles addition into a PVDF
matrix on the structure, microstructure and dielectric
behavior. Composites were hot-pressed and the result-
ing properties were mainly evaluated by X-ray diffrac-
tion, Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy, scanning
electron microscopy and dielectric measurements. The
final properties were correlated with the particles
amount, the particle–matrix interaction, and the stabi-
lized PVDF configuration after processing. In this
work, two main achievements were made. One is asso-
ciated with the selection of the PVDF matrix, taking
into account both processing conditions and final
dielectric properties, while the other is related to the
improvement of dielectric properties of PVDF-based
composites through a simple processing route.

Materials and methods

Size particle distributions of the inorganic particles,
ZnO (Baker Analyzed ACS Reagent, J.T.Baker�) or
BT (Ferro Corporation Code 219-6) were determined
by the Sedigraph technique with a Micromeritics. Two
grades of PVDF were used in this work, PVDF powder
(3M) and pellets (Dyneon PVDF 6008/0001 – 3M) sup-
plied by 3M Argentina SACIFIA.

PVDF pellets or powders with or without particles
were melt-blended at 200�C and 100 r/min for 10min,
using a two-roller mixer, Brabender type (own con-
struction). The PVDF and PVDF/particles mixtures
were inserted between two steel boards (diameter
2.5 cm� 1mm) and molded by the hot-press method
(Establecimiento Mario Smaniotto S.R.L, AMS
160/335 DF). In order to facilitate the composite
preparation, weight fractions were used and the
equivalent volume fractions are shown in Table 1.

The hot-pressing process was performed at 16MPa
and 200�C for 15min. The samples were cooled inside
the press until 135�C and in air up to room
temperature.

The thermal behavior was followed using a
Shimadzu DSC-50 with a heating and cooling ramp
of 10�C/min from room temperature to 200�C under
nitrogen flow. The degree of crystallinity was measured
as the ratio between �Hm and �H0, where �Hm is the
melting enthalpy of the material under study and �H0

is the melting enthalpy of totally crystalline material
(�H0¼ 104.50 J/g for PVDF).12 The Fourier transform
infrared (FT-IR) analysis was performed on a Nicolet
6700, thermo Scientific Analyzer, from 400 to
2000 cm�1. The X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns of
the samples were recorded by a Philips PW1830,
using Cu(Ka) radiation (wavelength: 1.5405Å) at
room temperature in the range of 2y from 4 to 70�

with a scanning rate of 1�/min.
Densities were measured using the Archimedes’s

method and theoretical composite density (�C) was cal-
culated using equation (1).

�C ¼ ’f�f þ 1� ’f
� �

�m ð1Þ

where �f is the filler density, �m is the matrix density
and ’f is the volume fraction of filler.

For scanning electron microscopic (SEM) observa-
tion, samples were fractured under liquid nitrogen.
Images were collected with a JEOL 6460LV.

Finally, for dielectric measurements, samples were
painted with a silver paste and dielectric measurements
were performed using a Hewlett Packard 4284A
Impedance Analyzer from 20Hz to 1MHz.

Results and discussion

Characterization of fillers

Crystalline structure of ZnO and BT powders by

XRD. Figure 1 presents the XRD pattern of ZnO and
BT powder. All peaks of ZnO powders can be assigned
to the hexagonal structure (JCPDS 80-0075) where

Table 1. Weight and volume content.

Sample Weight percentage Volume percentage

PVDF/BaTiO3 20 6.8

40 16.4

60 30.6

PVDF/ZnO 20 7.3

40 17.4

60 32.1
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secondary phases are not observed (Figure 1(a)).
Similarly, peaks in Figure 1(b) can be assigned to
the tetragonal perovskite structure of BT (JCPDS
83-1880), without secondary phases.

Particle size and distribution. Table 2 shows data from the
particle size distribution corresponding to ZnO and BT
powders. D90, D50 and D10 are the corresponding diam-
eters of 90, 50 and 10% volume respectively, and
W¼ (D90-D10)/D50 is a measure of the distribution

width of particle size. Although medium particle of
BT is close to that of ZnO, the particle size distribution
of BT is narrower.

Figure 2(a) shows the morphology of ZnO powders
where a mixture of spheroid-like and plate-like particles
is observed. This morphological combination can be
related with the broad particle size distribution
observed. Figure 2(b) displays the scanning electron
microcopy image of BaTiO3 powders where a uniform
spheroid-like morphology is observed.

PVDF samples from PVDF-pellets and PVDF-powders

Crystallization behavior of PVDF samples by DSC. DSC was
used to characterize hot-pressed PVDF samples. It can
be observed that samples from PVDF-pellet presented a
higher and more defined melting point than samples
from PVDF-powder (Figure 3(a)). Taking into account
that the melting temperatures of a, b, and g phases of
PVDF are 165–170�C, 172–177�C, and 187–192�C,
respectively, DSC results can be related with the
higher b-PVDF amount in PVDF-pellet samples than
in PVDF-powder samples.12,13 Moreover, the crystal-
line degree of PVDF-pellet was close to 52.74%
whereas it was 18.35% for PVDF-powder. Indeed,
the crystallization temperature of PVDF-pellet is close
to 139�C whereas for PVDF-powder it is 103�C
(detected during the cooling program of the samples,
see Figure 3(b)). Then, according to the opening mold
conditions (135�C), samples from PVDF-powder are
quickly cooled at room temperature decreasing its
degree of crystallinity.

Crystalline structure of PVDF samples by XRD and

FTIR. Figure 3(c) presents X-ray diffraction patterns of
the PVDF-pellet and the PVDF-powder samples mixed
and hot-pressed at 200�C. Secondary phases were not
found in these samples. Moreover, only peaks corres-
ponding to two polymorphic crystalline structures were
detected (a-PVDF and b-PVDF, JCPDS 42-1650 and
42-164914,15). As the simultaneous presence of a and b
produces the overlap around 2y¼ 20�, it is difficult to
differentiate the existence of b phase in the plates. In
addition, samples from PVDF-pellet presented a higher
crystalline degree than samples obtained from PVDF-
powder. These results are in concordance with the
observed DSC thermograms.

In order to investigate the specific crystalline phase
of different materials, FTIR was employed. Figure 3(d)
shows FTIR spectra of hot-pressed samples obtained
from PVDF-pellet and PVDF-powder. The identified
regions are rich in information on the conformational
isomerism of the chain, providing information on the
a- and b-phase content. Bands at 615, 766, 795, 874,
974, 1070, 1148, 1182, 1210, 1383, 1402, 1432 and

20 30 40 50 60 70 80
0

0
4

2
0

2

1
0

1
0

0
2

1
0

2

2
0

1
1

1
2

2
0
0

1
0

3

1
1
0

In
te

n
s
it
y
 (

A
.U

.)

2Θ (°)

1
0
0

(a)

20 30 40 50 60 70 80

3
1
1

2
2

1

2
2
0

2
1

1

1
1
33
0
1

1
0

3

0
0
2 2
0
01
1

1

1
0
2

2
0

1

1
1
2

2
1
2

2
0
2

1
1
0

1
0
1

In
te

n
s
it
y
 (

A
.U

.)

2Θ (°)

1
0
0

(b)

Figure 1. X-ray patterns of ZnO (a) and BT (b).

Table 2. Particle size distributions of ZnO and BT powders.

Sample D10 (mm) D50 (mm) D90 (mm) W

ZnO 0.27 2.7 7.8 2.79

BT 0.5 2.2 5.6 2.32
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1455 cm�1 can be associated to a-phase, whereas
bands at 840, 882 and 1275 cm�1 are fingerprints
of b-phase.14,16–18 Interestingly, a small signal at
1235 cm�1 corresponding to g-phase is also detected.
From these results, it can be concluded that both

samples majorly have the a-crystal phase and b-phase
in a less degree.

PVDF samples morphology. Table 3 shows measured den-
sities and the corresponding relative porosity of
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Figure 3. DSC thermograms during the heating (a) and the cooling (b) program, X-ray diffraction patterns (c), and FTIR spectra

(d) of processed samples from PVDF-powder and PVDF-pellet.

Figure 2. SEM images ZnO (a), and BT (b) powders. Bar¼ 1 mm.
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samples made of PVDF-powder and PVDF-pellet.
Samples processed from PVDF-pellet were more
porous than PVDF-powder, at the processing tempera-
ture, due to the higher viscosity of PVDF-pellet which
makes mixing difficult. Consequently, during the
mixing process, air is retained inside the mixture, and
after hot pressing, pores are generated in the composite.

Figure 4(a) and (b) presents microscopy images of
fractured samples. Microstructure of samples processed
from PVDF-powder shows a dense microstructure
whereas in samples from PVDF-pellet small pores are
observed. In addition, a ductile behavior was observed
in all samples.

Dielectric performance of PVDF samples. Figure 4(c) and (d)
shows the real permittivity and loss tangent curves of
the PVDF processed samples. Samples obtained from
PVDF-powder present higher real permittivity than
samples from PVDF-pellet. This behavior can be
related with the final porosity values. In addition, the
low crystalline degree could influence the real permit-
tivity values. Karasawa et al.19 obtained real permittiv-
ities between 8 and 13 for the amorphous phase
whereas values between 2 and 3 were registered for
the crystalline phase. They found a localized soliton-
like torsional defect that diffuses along the chain in
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Figure 4. SEM images ((a) powder and (b) pellet) and Real Permittivity and loss tangent curves vs. frequency ((c) and (d)) of samples

processed from PVDF-powder and PVDF-pellet.

Table 3. Measured density and relative porosity of samples

from different PVDF Theoretical density 1.77 g/cm3 (3M

Technical data of PVDF, http://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/

232036O/fluoroplastic-pvdf-60512-0000-data-sheet.pdf).

Sample

Measured density

(g/cm3)

Relative

porosity (%)

PVDF-Powder 1.77 0.0

PVDF-Pellet 1.64 7.34

Ruggiero et al. 5
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the amorphous system provoking large dielectric con-
stants. It is known that the b-phase is responsible for
the superior ferroelectric and piezoelectric properties of
PVDF films.15 Taking into account that both samples
present low b-phase/a-phase ratio, the low crystalline
degree of PVDF-powder results in the major contribu-
tion to the permittivity values increasing. Moreover,
polymers are materials of complex structure both at
molecular and crystalline levels and the heterogeneity
determines their properties. Dipolar segment parts of
the main chain and side groups of various length scales

can rotate resulting in a variety of relaxation processes
appearing also in dielectric studies.20 Consequently, it is
difficult to ascribe a given dielectric relaxation to a
molecular process in a polymer. The observed increas-
ing in the loss tangent at the highest frequencies
(106Hz) can be assigned to molecular motions in the
interior of the crystalline regions, with wide-angle oscil-
lation of polar groups attached to main chain, followed
by their rotation with the main chain cooperation,21

and is due to the glass transition relaxation of PVDF.
Moreover, the small dielectric permittivity and loss tan-
gent rise at the lowest frequencies can be associated to
molecular movements of large range at the PVDF crys-
talline region.

According to the previous characterization, samples
produced from PVDF-powder were selected for the
composite processing because a denser microstructure
and higher dielectric properties were achieved.

PVDF powder-ZnO composites

Structure of ZnO-PVDF composites by XRD and

FTIR. Figure 5(a) shows the XRD pattern of ZnO-
PVDF composites with 20w/w% filler addition. All
peaks can be assigned to ZnO with hexagonal structure
(JCPDS 80-0075) and a-PVDF (JCPDS42-1650). Peaks
corresponding to b-PVDF cannot be assigned from this
pattern.

In order to give a correct determination of the
PVDF stabilized configuration, FTIR measurements
were carried out. FTIR spectrum of hot-pressed ZnO-
PVDF composites is presented in Figure 5(b). All
signals can be attributed to a-PVDF and b-PVDF
structures like in PVDF-powder samples. Through
this spectrum, the apparition of b-phase in these com-
posites is confirmed.

Crystallization behavior of ZnO-PVDF composites by

DSC. Similar thermograms were obtained for all com-
posites (not shown). From DSC thermograms, the crys-
tallinity degrees were extracted (Table 4). Crystallinity
values are a little higher when compared to those
obtained for samples without the addition of ZnO par-
ticles. Yu et al. also observed that the incorporation of
ceramic particles contributes to the increase of the
crystallinity.22

The increase in crystallinity degree of samples can
be attributed to particle–matrix interactions in the
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Figure 5. X-ray diffraction patterns (a) and FTIR spectra (b) of

ZnO-PVDF composites.

Table 4. Crystallinity degree of ZnO- and BT-PVDF composites.

Sample PVDF 20 ZnOþ 80 PVDF 60 ZnOþ 40 PVDF 20 BaTiO3þ 80 PVDF 60 BaTiO3þ 40 PVDF

Crystallinity (%) 18.35 21.5 23.2 20.2 19.25

6 Journal of Composite Materials 0(0)



composite. It is worth noting that the crystallization
process is complex and influenced by several competing
factors such as particle nature and content, presence of
pores and processing conditions, among others.23,24

Composites morphology. Measured densities of compos-
ites are represented in Figure 6(a) and the corres-
ponding theoretical values obtained from the rule
mixture using the PVDF density (1.77 g/cm3) and the
ZnO density (5.606 g/cm3). From the figure, it can be
observed that experimental values are lower than
theoretical ones.

SEM images of the composites with 20 and 60 w/w%
of ZnO are shown in Figure 6(b) and (c), respectively,
where adhesion problems between particles and matrix
are detected due to the irregular geometric shapes of
ZnO that contributes to making the dispersion process
difficult. These adhesion troubles are responsible of the
difference between the experimental and theoretical
density values. Inset of Figure 6(c) shows an enlarge-
ment of the microstructure revealing the separation
between particles and matrix.

Dielectric performance of ZnO-PVDF composites. Usually,
the introduction of inorganic fillers into a polymer

enhances the dielectric constant and loss values because
the electrically conductive particles induce the
extra charge carrier in the composite material.
Consequently, when the ZnO filler level increases, the
dielectric constant and loss values should raise. This
can be explained by means of the interfacial space
charge polarization. When the filler loading level is
higher, the total effective area of the interfaces between
the polymer matrix and the fillers are larger, which
increases the interfacial space charge polarization.6

Moreover, Bhunia et al. observed significantly larger
values for dielectric constant when ZnO-PVDF com-
posites were poled.25 They attributed this behavior to
the alignment of ZnO nanocrystals in the PVDF host
matrix upon poling: the host PVDF matrix would
render one of its surfaces to be fluorine-terminated
while the other would be hydrogen-terminated resulting
in alignment of the dipoles, producing a strong electric
field within the host PVDF matrix. Consequently, the
embedded ZnO crystals would also tend to orient them-
selves in their preferred c-axis orientation across the
thickness of the PVDF film resulting in further enhance-
ment of dipole moments in the composite films.25

Figure 7(a) and (b) presents real permittivity and
loss tangent vs. frequency values of ZnO-PVDF
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composites including pure PVDF values at room tem-
perature. As generally expected, the permittivity of
composites is enhanced compared with that of the
pure PVDF with the addition of 20 w/w% of ZnO par-
ticles. However, samples with 40 or 60 w/w% of ZnO

registered a diminution in the real permittivity values.
Moreover, samples with 60w/w% ZnO registered the
lowest real permittivity and the highest loss tangent
values in all the studied frequencies. This reduction
can be connected with the decrease in the composite
density due to particle–matrix adhesion problems.
Furthermore, considering that in order to improve
composites properties, it is important to control the
filler uniform dispersion in polymer matrix as well as
the interaction of different components,26 the reduction
in the ZnO particles freedom orientation and main-
chain flexibility of the PVDF matrix can also reduce
dielectric properties. Specially, the presence of hex-
agonal disk-like ZnO particles could prevent the
main-chain flexibility of polymer molecules.26 The
combination of all these factors contributes to decrease
the dielectric properties for high ZnO particles
additions.

Figure 7(c) presents real permittivity values calcu-
lated from the Maxwell-Garnet model (equation (2))
which considers the dielectric permittivity arising from
spherical fillers dispersed in a medium and the
Jaysundere-Smith (equation (3)) model which considers
that at higher concentration of fillers, the interaction
between fillers is becoming significant because the dis-
tance between fillers is extremely close, especially for
nanosized fillers. Moreover, electrical field arising
from the neat induced distribution of dipole moment
is no more negligible when calculating overall field
locally experienced in the matrix. Based on this assump-
tion, Jaysundere and Smith proposed a more realistic
mixing rule. They calculated the electric field with a
dielectric sphere embedded in a continuous dielectric
medium by taking into account polarization of adjacent
particles27
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Figure 7. Real Permittivity and loss tangent values at different

frequencies (a) and (b), and experimental and calculated real

permittivity values at 1 kHz for ZnO-PVDF composites (c).
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composite,28 where n is a shape parameter attributed to
the shape of the particles.

ln "0c ¼ ln"0m þ n:’fln
"0f
"0m

� 	
ð4Þ

Yamada et al. derived an equation (equation (5)) for
dielectric calculation of a binary system which is com-
posed of a continuous medium of the dielectric constant
and ellipsoidal particles29

"0c ¼ "
0
m 1þ

n’f ð"
0
f � "

0
mÞ

n"0m þ 1� ’f
� �

ð"0f � "
0
mÞ

" #
ð5Þ

where n is the morphology factor depending upon the
shape of the particles and their orientation in relation
to composite sample surface.

The dielectric constant of a material generally com-
prises four types of contributions, namely, electronic,
ionic, orientational and space charge polarizations.
Indeed, dielectric permittivity of ZnO bulk is close to
8.66,30 while ZnO particles show values between 200
and 300 at 1 kHz.31 The ZnO particles exhibit space
charge polarization due to their structural inhomogene-
ities at the grain boundaries. These surface defects
cause a change of positive and negative space charge
distributions at the interfaces. When an external electric
field is applied, these space charges move under the field
and are trapped by defects at the interfaces, forming
dipoles. At low frequencies, hopping electrons are
trapped by these structural inhomogeneities which
lead to a dominant space charge polarization at low
frequencies. For a typical n-type semiconductor, the
large amount of oxygen vacancies acts as shallow
donors in ZnO. These oxygen vacancies appear at the
interfaces of ZnO particles. Positive oxygen vacancies
together with the negative oxygen ions produce a large
amount of dipole moments. These dipole moments
rotate in an external electric field, leading to rotational
direction polarization at the interfaces of n-type ZnO
particles. At higher frequencies, the space charges
cannot follow the change of the field and hence do
not produce space charge polarization. The dipoles
are also unable to follow rapidly with varying electric
field. Damping of these dipoles accounts for the reduc-
tion of dielectric constant at higher frequencies.32–34

Consequently, dielectric permittivity of ZnO particles
used for modeling at 1 kHz was 60 (higher than the
corresponding for ZnO bulk) and 7.46 for PVDF.
Experimental results deviate from theoretical models,
most likely due to adhesion problems between particles
and matrix and the presence of residual pores in the
matrix. Furthermore, the formation of conducting
paths for high particle volumes and different particles

morphologies could influence the permittivity values.
Indeed, fittings with different morphology factors
were employed in the Yamada’s model.

BT-PVDF composites

Structure of BT-PVDF composites by XRD and

FTIR. Figure 8(a) shows the XRD pattern of
BT-PVDF composites with 20w/w% of filler addition.
All diffraction peaks can be assigned to BT with tetrag-
onal structure (JCPDS 83-1880) and a-PVDF
(JCPDS42-1650). Peaks corresponding to b-PVDF
cannot be assigned from this pattern.

FTIR spectrum of hot-pressed BT-PVDF compos-
ites is presented in Figure 8(b). All signals can be attrib-
uted to a-PVDF and b-PVDF structures like in
PVDF-powder sample.

Crystallization behavior of BT-PVDF composites by

DSC. Muralidhar et al. concluded that interactions
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between PVDF and BT cannot be neglected because
they found variations in the melting point and heat of
fusion of PVDF in BT/PVDF composites as the weight
fraction of BT is varied.35 However, in this study, simi-
lar thermograms (not shown) were obtained for all
composites. From DSC-thermograms the crystallinity
degrees were extracted (see Table 4). Crystallinity
values were close to that obtained for samples without
the addition of BaTiO3 particles, however lower than
those with ZnO particles.

Composites morphology. Measured densities of compos-
ites are represented in Figure 9(a) and the correspond-
ing theoretical values obtained from the rule mixture
using the PVDF density (1.77 g/cm3) and the BT dens-
ity (6.02 g/cm3). It can be observed that experimental
values are lower than the theoretical ones but closer to
them in comparison to ZnO composites.

SEM images of the composites with 20 and 60 w/w%
of BT are shown in Figure 9(b) and (c). A good adhe-
sion between particles and matrix is observed. Particles

are completely embedded with the matrix and uni-
formly distributed through the composite. The
observed voids can be attributed to residual pores in
the composite or to particles removed from the frac-
tured surfaces.

Dielectric performance of BT-PVDF composites. It is known
that the size and crystalline phases of particles would
influence the dielectric properties of the polymer com-
posite films, but the concrete consequences on compos-
ites largely depends on the nature of the polymer
matrix.1 The relaxation processes in the polymer
matrix determine the dielectric response of the compos-
ites but with higher permittivity values are attributed to
the presence of BT.36 Moreover, the conductivity and
dielectric constant values of composites with nano BT
filler are higher than those of the micron sized BT filler
and the nanofiller fineness provides large surface area
to the shielding material because of the presence of
large number of active atoms at the material surface.37
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Silakaew et al. found that different preparation
methods have remarkable influences on the microstruc-
ture and dielectric properties of BT/PVDF nanocom-
posites.38 Dielectric permittivity of BT/PVDF
nanocomposites prepared by a liquid phase-assisted
dispersion method was found to bring a homogeneous
dispersion of BT nanoparticles in the PVDF matrix.
Large clusters of agglomerated BT nanoparticles were
observed in the BT/PVDF nanocomposite samples pre-
pared by a solution processing method. That special
microstructure resulted in the observed abnormally
enhanced low-frequency dielectric permittivity behav-
ior. That response can be attributed to the strong
dipole polarization in the large clusters of agglomerated
BT nanoparticles and high-intensity interfacial polar-
ization at the large interface area of PVDF thin layer.38

Figure 10(a) and (b) presents real permittivity and
loss tangent vs. frequency values of BT-PVDF compos-
ites. Real permittivity increases with the addition of BT
particles whereas dielectric losses were not influenced
by the filler amount. Figure 10(c) presents real permit-
tivity values calculated from Maxwell–Garnet, Rother–
Lichtnecker, Jaysundere–Smith and Yamada models
using the BT and the PVDF real permittivity values
(500 and 7.46, respectively). Experimental results
showed the same trend than the calculated values.
Differences between experimental and calculated
values can be related to trapped pores with the highest
filler amount. Moreover, considering that porosity pro-
blems are observed for the highest filler amount the
Rocher–Lichtenecker’s and Jaysunder–Smith’s models
do not adjust appropriately experimental results.

Dielectric constant of 31.4 were obtained with
60wt% BaTiO3 (85–128 nm) nanoparticles
(31.5 vol%) addition to PVDF39 while similar values
were obtained with 30 vol% BT–PVDF film using a
BT crystal size of 27.3 nm.40 The low dielectric permit-
tivity values obtained in this work can be associated to
the filler particle size.

Table 5 resumes real permittivity and porosity values
of ZnO- and BT-based PVDF composites. The higher
real permittivity values obtained with BT filler addition
than the ones with ZnO addition can be related to the
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Table 5. Comparative results of dielectric permittivity at 1 kHz

and porosity of ZnO and BT based PVDF composites.

Filler

Amount

Real

permittivity

ZnO-PVDF

Relative

porosity

(%)

Real

permittivity

BaTiO3-PVDF

Relative

porosity

(%)

0 7.66 0.56 7.66 0.56

20 10.41 13.02 10.64 6.1

40 9.95 14.02 15.05 8.27

60 9.44 16.88 19.01 9.44
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better matrix–filler interaction, the lower porosity, the
narrow particle size distribution with spherical morph-
ology, and the high dielectric response of BT particles.

Table 6 displays real permittivity values of
ZnO-PVDF and BT-PVDF composites reported in lit-
erature. For low ZnO content, real permittivity of ZnO-
PVDF composites resulted similar to those found in
this work even though the differences in particle size.
However, for the highest ZnO content addition, prob-
lems between particle and matrix are responsible for the
low observed values. On the other hand, BT-PVDF
rendered low real permittivities in all the studied
range of particle content. This result could be asso-
ciated with the matrix characteristics, the high particle
size, and the processing conditions.

Conclusions

The proper selection of PVDF materials, namely PVDF
powder and pellets, has influence on the overall result-
ing properties. Certainly, samples produced from
PVDF-powder exhibited denser microstructures and
higher dielectric properties.

Ceramic-polymer composites from zinc oxide/poly
(vinylidene fluoride) and barium titanate/poly(vinyli-
dene fluoride) were obtained. The permittivity of com-
posites was enhanced compared with that of the pure
PVDF with the addition of 20 w/w% of ZnO particles.
However, samples with 40 or 60 w/w% of ZnO regis-
tered a diminution in the real permittivity values.

Although ZnO powders present a wider particle
size distribution, which could improve particles accom-
modation in polymer composites, the low particle–
matrix adhesion, the formation of conducting paths
for high particle volumes, and different particles
morphologies reduce the dielectric behavior of ZnO-
PVDF composites.

On the other hand, BaTiO3/PVDF composites pre-
sented a more homogeneous morphology with less pres-
ence of voids and a better adhesion between the filler
and the polymer. In these composites, real permittivity
increased with the addition of BT particles.

The higher dielectric permittivity values obtained
with BT addition than the ones with ZnO addition
can be related with the better matrix–filler interaction,
the lower porosity, the narrow particle size distribution
with spherical morphology and the high dielectric
response of BT particles.

Due to the presence of voids and/or weak adhesion
in ZnO/PVDF composites, none of the theoretical
models used for the calculation of the real permittivity
could adjust the experimental values. Nevertheless,
there are two models (Maxwell-Garnet and Yamada)
which performed well in fitting experimental values for
the BT/PVDF composites.
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Table 6. Real permittivity ("0) of ZnO-PVDF and BaTiO3-PVDF composites as reported in the literature.

Matrix Crystallinity Particle type Particle size

Particle content

(in volume) "0 Reference

PVDF – BaTiO3 80–100 nm nearly

spherical

0.3 40 @ 1 kHz 41

PVDF Mostly a-phase BaTiO3 �100 nm 0.3 28 @ 1 kHz 22

PVDF – BaTiO3 1 mm nearly spherical 0.3 31 @ 100 Hz 42

PVDF – BaTiO3 50 nm 0.6 52 @ 1 kHz 43

500 nm 70 @ 1 kHz

PVDF Mostly a-phase BaTiO3 2.2 mm 0.068 11 @ 1 kHz This work

0.306 20 @ 1 kHz

PVDF b-phase ZnO 18 nm 0.034 10 @ 10 kHz 6

0.073 11.6 @ 10 kHz

0.119 13 @ 10KHz

PVDF – ZnO �50 nm 0.032 11.9 @ 1 kHz 44

0.059 12.7 @ 1 kHz

0.086 15.5 @ 1 kHz

PVDF Mostly a-phase ZnO 2.7 mm 0.073 10.5 @ 1 kHz This work

0.321 9.5 @ 1 kHz
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