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I Popping the Question

In this short but quite insightful book Mogens Herman Hansen addresses what
has been rightly called ‘The fundamental question of political philosophy’!
‘why must citizens obey the laws of their country and be loyal to its consti-
tution?’ (p. 7).2 Being a remarkable ancient historian — arguably the leading
scholar on Athenian political institutions — Hansen foreseeably tackles this
issue in the light of the following question: ‘what did the ancient Greeks think
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I Popping the Question

In this short but quite insightful book Mogens Herman Hansen addresses what
has been rightly called “The fundamental question of political philosophy’!
‘why must citizens obey the laws of their country and be loyal to its consti-
tution?’ (p. 7).? Being a remarkable ancient historian — arguably the leading
scholar on Athenian political institutions — Hansen foreseeably tackles this
issue in the light of the following question: ‘what did the ancient Greeks think
and do about the issue of political obligation?’ (p. 7). Mind you, Hansen does
not fail to go through modern and contemporary political thought on the issue.

1 Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (New York: Basic Books, 1974), p. 4.

2 Hereafter all parenthetical numbers without further specifications refer to pages of the
book under review. Unfortunately, there are a few typos here and there in the book: at p. 23
(line 1z from the bottom), p. 32 (line 14 from the top), p. 33 (line 6 from the top), p. 34
(n. 165, line from the top), p. 47 (line 12 from the bottom), and p. 70 (line 2 from the top).
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