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Landscapes of Inequality, Spectacle and Control:
Inka Social Order in Provincial Contexts

Paisajes de Desigualdad, Espectdculo y Control: Orden Social Inka
en Contextos Provinciales

FéLix A. AcuTto!

ABSTRACT

This article explores Inka colonial order from a landscape perspective. It is
argued that the Inkas strategically employed the spatial organization and
architecture of the settlements they built throughout the Empire in order to
regulate interactions, create particular representations, and assemble specific
experiences. In this sense, this paper examines the spatial layour of Inka
provincial centers in order to understand the world the Inkas sought to create
within these places. I argue that there are three main principles that organized
Inka spatiality in conquered lands: stratification, rituality, and control. It is
claimed that those who resided in or visited Inka provincial centers experienced
three overlapping landscapes: 1) a landscape of inequality, 2) a landscape of
commemoration and spectacle, and 3) a landscape of control.

Key words: Inka Colonialism, Landscape, Inequality, Spectacle, Control.

RESUMEN

Este articulo explora el orden colonial Inka desde la perspectiva del paisaje. Se
argumenta que los Inkas emplearon estratégicamente la organizacion espacial
y la arquitectura de los asentamientos que construyeron a lo largo del Imperio
con el objeto de regular las interacciones, crear representaciones particulares
y ensamblar experiencias especificas. En este sentido, este trabajo examina el
diseiio espacial de los centros provinciales Inkas para entender el mundo que
los Inkas buscaban crear dentro de estos lugares. Argumento que hubo tres
principios que organizaron la espacialidad Inka en las tierras conquistadas: la
estratificacion, la ritualidad y el control. Se sostiene que aquellos que residian o
visitaban un centro provincial Inka experimentaron tres paisajes superpuestos:
1) un paisaje de designaldad, 2) un paisaje de conmemoracién y espectdculo y
3) un paisaje de control.

Palabras clave: Colonialismo Inka, Paisaje, Desigualdad, Espectdculo,
Control.
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INTRODUCTION

Spatial forms have played a central role in colonial encounters and
colonialism. They are tactically used by both colonizers and the colonized.
The former seeks to create a new social order in which buildings and spatial
organization contribute to establish new representations and to control and
direct the practices and experiences of rulers and ruled. The latter, on the
other hand, employs spatiality to struggle against, coping with, avoid, or
negotiate domination.

This article discusses the way colonial and power relations were built
in the Inka Empire or Tawantinsuyu (its Quechua name). Specifically, 1
examine the spatial layout of Inka provincial centers in order to understand
the world the Inkas sought to create within these places. By examining
Inka provincial centers one is able to see that the Inkas employed spatial
forms tactically with the aim of producing certain interactions and specific
experiences. I argue that there are three main principles that organized Inka
spatiality in conquered lands: stratification, rituality, and control. Thereby, it
is possible to claim that those who resided in or visited Inka provincial centers
experienced three overlapping landscapes: 1) a landscape of inequality, 2) a
landscape of commemoration and spectacle, and 3) a landscape of control.
Next, I discuss each of these landscapes and people’s experiences within
these Joci of colonization.

But first, who were these people who resided in Inka settlements?
People from Cuzco, the imperial capital, relocated mitmagkunas engaged
in different types of activities (agriculture, herding, construction, mining,
craft production, etc.) or serving as imperial representatives', yanaconas (or
Inkas’ personal servants), and members of local communities participating
in the mita system® were those who usually lived in Inka provincial
centers. Members of native society often visited Tawantinsuyu’s centers to
participate in public and ritual activities hosted by the Inkas, especially
feasting. Moreover, in many occasions, the Inkas resettled groups of native
households near (or next to) provincial centers to serve imperial purposes
(see for example Covey 2000:125, Hyslop 1976, Julien 1983:78, Menzel
1959:130, Stanish ez al. 1997, Valdez, 1996:39).
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LANDSCAPES OF INEQUALITY

The point I want to make in this part of the article is that through
their main provincial settlements the Inkas sought to construct a new social
order where the roles and identities of each group, as well as the interactions
between them, were sharply established. The spatiality and materiality of
these places contributed to the subalternization of the colonized, favored the
construction of Inka power, and privileged the social reproduction of the
imperial elite over that of the colonized. Moreover, the built environment of
these provincial centers promoted the inkaization of those non-Inka people
that, in many cases, the Inkas sent to conquered lands (distant provinces
especially) to operate as representatives of Tawantinsuyu.

Tawantinsuyu’s capital seems to have been the model of social order
the Inkas applied to organize provincial centers. Inka society in Cuzco was
divided according to principles of bi-, tri-, and quadripartition that set up
relationships among people, groups, and royal and non-royal lineages. Not
only this social order was discursively represented, but was also imprinted
into the landscape layout which, as society, was segmented in two, three,
and four parts (Gasparini and Margolies 1980, Pirssinen 1992, Rowe 1967).
Social and spatial stratification instituted or regulated differences in power,
practices performed (especially ceremonies and religious rituals), interactions
between groups, kinship, rights over sacred shrines, and access to resources,

such as land and water (Bauer 1999, Zuidema 1964, 1983, 1990).

Bipartition was one of the main principles underlying Inka society that
also appeared in the landscape of Cuzco. Cuzco’s population was physically
divided into two halves, Hanan (upper Cuzco) and Hurin (lower Cuzco).
The groups belonging to Hanan were considered more important than those
of Hurin, who were seen as poor Inka or as the illegitimate children of the
Inka emperor. Even in the symbolic battles enacted in Cuzco during religious
ceremonies, Hanan always defeated Hurin (Pirssinen 1992). Ideally, but not
so much in practice, Hanan or hanansayas had the first degree of nobility
and they served as soldiers in every war, while hurinsayas were only assistants
and performed auxiliary tasks such as transporting provision and weapons
(Bauer1992). These marked the subordinate position of Hurin. However,
and although there were hierarchical and power differences between these
moieties, ideologically they were represented as symmetrical and integrally
connected in several spheres: gender, kinship, and topography. While
Hanan was the masculine and upper side, Hurin was the feminine and
lower side. Moreover, Spanish chroniclers characterize the relationship
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between Hanan and Hurin as similar to that found between older and
younger brothers (Parssinen 1992, Zuidema 1964). Principles of tripartition
and quadripartition also served to organize interactions, practices, power
relations, rights, and spatial residence among the Inkas, and between the
Inkas and non-Inka people who lived in Cuzco (Hyslop 1990, Zuidema
1964).

Now, how was the world the Inkas built outside Cuzco? Looking at
Inka settlements will allow us to unravel this question.

The Inkas radically transformed the landscape of the Cuzco region
(especially the Vilcanota-Urubamba Valley), erasing any trace of previous
history. The best examples of Inka architecture are found in this area, as
well as some of the more complex and intriguing sites. Many of these sites
were royal estates, or Inka emperors’ personal lands and settlements. In
addition to their royal owners, personnel that served the emperor and his
relatives in different tasks also resided in royal estates. In some cases, more
than a thousand people from diverse ethnic backgrounds permanently lived
in these places to satisfy the needs of their noble owners (Niles 1999:131).
Niles (1993, 1999) argues that the design and materiality of these particular
places was loaded with Inka ideology, producing and reproducing a highly
stratified social order.

Ollantaytambo, a royal estate that belonged to emperor Pachacuti and
his linage, was located 90 km northwest from Cuzco. The Inkas took over the
area where Ollantaytambo was established, erasing most traces of previous
occupation and creating an overarching Inka landscape (Protzen 1993). A
large plaza and a central street divided this settlement into two parts: north
and south. The street-facing walls of the southern half of Ollantaytambo
were built of cut fitted stones. In addition, the architecture of this half had
an elaborated and symmetric built environment. On the other hand, the
northern half of the town was built with irregular fieldstones and its spatial
organization was not as tidy as that found in the southern section (Protzen
1993:52)°. The difference with respect to masonry and architectural quality
between the northern and southern part of Ollantaytambo suggests that
two hierarchically differentiated moieties lived in this royal estate. As
Ollantaytambo, the layout of other royal estates (such as Pisac, Callacasa,
Callachaca, and Calca) also generated inequalities and differences in status
and power among their inhabitants. The spatial design of these royal estates
distanced people from each other. Within these places, different groups
occupied different areas with distinctly dissimilar architecture (Niles 1993).

10
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While their royal dwellers, as well as elite visitors and minor nobles, lived
in elaborated neighborhoods, attached workers and servants resided in less

organized and simple buildings (Niles 1993).

There are a number of Inka centers in the Central Highlands of Peru
that provide good information regarding the imperial microcosms the Inkas
created in the provinces of Tawantinsuyu. Hudnuco Pampa is, with no
doubt, one of the best studied Inka sites of the Central Highlands (Figure
1). After a detailed architectural analysis, Morris (1987) has claimed that
Hudnuco Pampa’s layout resembled the spatial organization of the imperial
capital. As in Cuzco, lines that radiated from the core of this settlement
divided it in different sectors. Roads, pathways between buildings, walls,
and the axes of certain structures defined these lines that, as said by Morris,
segmented this site according to principles of bi-, tri-, and quadripartition.
The first and most noticeable division in Hudnuco Pampa’s plan is that
produced by the main Inka road that passed through it diagonally in a
southeast-northwest direction. This road split Hudnuco Pampa into two
parts (north/east and south/west) of similar size but different type of
architecture. Morris suggests that this division represented Hanan and
Hurin. However, in this provincial context, and differently from Cuzco,
Hudnuco Pampa’s segmentation did not have so much to do with kinship
or marriage relationships, but rather it was a way to classify, separate, and
mark the hierarchy of people and groups, as well as to define relations and
divisions among them (Morris 1987, 1998).

11
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Figure 1. Map of Hudnuco Pampa, Central Andes, Peru (redrawn from Morris
1987).

Figura 1: Plano de Hudnuco Pampa, Andes Centrales, Perii (adapatado de Morris
1987).

The north/east half of Hudnuco Pampa contained the most elaborate
architecture and some of the more complex building compounds. Two large

halls or kallanka were located in the eastern part®. In this same section,

a

fine-masonry kancha stood out from the rest of the structures (Figure 1)°.
Morris believes that this particular building may have been the residence
of the provincial governor or even the place where the Inka emperor stayed
when he visited the region. Furthermore, two small subsidiary plazas were
in this sector (which suggest that public activities were also developed
in a smaller and more private sphere), as well as a fancy bath®. Evidence
found in excavations in the eastern part of the site indicates that ritual

12
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and feasting were one of the main activities conducted here (Morris 1982).
There were also in this part of Hudnuco Pampa fine-masonry residential
compounds. The northern section of this half of the site had, among other
buildings, a huge compound with 50 buildings where archaeologists found
abundant traces of textile and corn beer (chicha) production. Morris thinks
that this building could have lodged the famous aglla or ‘chosen women’
(wives of the Sun or wives of the Inka), who brewed chicha for feasting and
manufactured cloth for exchange, and whose labor was appropriated by the
Inka State.

The western and southern parts of Hudnuco Pampa seem to have
lodged subordinate workers. Architectural studies and archaeological
excavations demonstrate that the great majority of the buildings constructed
in the other half of Hudnuco Pampa were residential compounds. Many
of these buildings were circular stone structures that Morris identifies as
indigenous architecture, similar to those found in the neighboring Upper
Maranon Valley (Morris 1987:29, Morris and Thompson 1985:62). The
southern portion of the south part of the Hudnuco Pampa exhibits the most
irregular architecture in the site.

In a nutshell, Hudnuco Pampa’s spatial organization segregated the
Inka from the non-Inka realm (conquerors and subjects), denoting the
hierarchy of each group. Within this main provincial center, the Inkas
appeared connected with political and administrative power, control of
ritual activities and labor, monumentality, and high-quality architecture.
On the other side of Hudnuco Pampa, the colonized were linked to domestic
activities and staple production; residing in Hudnuco Pampa only to work
for the Inkas (Morris 1982).

Pumpu was a major Inka center of the Central Highlands from
which Tawantinsuyu administrated and controlled the economic and
social activities developed in the Chinchaycocha Province (Matos
1994:135). According to studies in this site, a river divided Pumpu into
two neighborhoods (Matos 1994:123-126). Large rectangular Inka style
buildings, organized by principles of order and symmetry (see Lee 1997),
distinguished the north section of Pumpu from its south part. This section
had the site’s main plaza, a ritual platform or ushnu (see below), several
administrative and state-oriented buildings, an elite kancha, and a bath.
The southern part of Pumpu, on the other hand, exhibited a combination
of Inka architecture and circular, local-style, residential buildings, and
a much less organized spatial layout. Pumpu’s landscape set apart Inka

13
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elite from non-Inka commoners. The architectural difference between
these two neighborhoods was remarkable, and the crossing river seems to
have confirmed the separation of both social realms. The tidy Inka space
starkly contrasted with the disordered and asymmetric indigenous area. In
this settlement, the colonizers kept themselves apart from the colonized,
establishing distinction through the activities each performed. In this
context of domination, bureaucratic administration and ritual belonged
to the Inkas, while mundane daily life was associated with the non-Inka
section of the city. The marked differences between each social stratum were
also noticeable in the quantity and quality of resources they consumed.
Matos (1997:135 and 407) points to the fact that those who resided in
the northern part of the site consumed, in general, more resources than
their southern neighbors. Moreover, northern residents’ daily crockery was
refined, whereas he only found non-decorated ceramics inside non-Inka
houses. Residing or visiting this Inka center, especially if one was a simple
mita worker, should have been an overpowering experience in which social
stratification and differential access to knowledge, power, and resources
were not subtly delineated. On the contrary, within Pumpu, the Inkas
took care of clearly showing their subjects their lower ranking and lack of
economic, political, and cultural power.

The northern frontier of Tawantinsuyu represents another good
example of the way Inka social order was built. Drawing from historical
information, Salomon sustains that the Inkas promoted ‘the replication of
the “sacred geography” of Cuzco’ in the subsidiary centers they established
in this part of Tawantinsuyu, such as Tomebamba and Quito (Salomon
1986:174, 1988). Quito was socially and physically divided into Hanan and
Hurin moieties, where the Inkas played the part of Hanan, or the higher
and more prestigious side, and subordinate communities the role of Hurin.
In addition, Salomon asserts that Quito’s landscape stratified colonizers and
subjects into four social segments, each of them associated with different
rights, resources, activities, and obligations towards the Empire.

According to this scholar, through the imposition of these social and
spatial principles of organization the Inkas emphasized social differences
between conquerors and conquered (Salomon 1988:67). Both historical
and archaeological information suggest that a similar situation took place
in Tomebamba, also in Ecuador (Idrovo Urigiien 2000). Besides having
been partitioned in two halves (Hanan and Hurin), the Inkas divided this
important provincial city in neighborhoods with different hierarchy. Parts
of the city belonged to the Inka elite, other sections to local lords forced

14

7901 Revista chilena antropologia 25 Interior.indb 14 18-06-2012 11:37:42



LANDSCAPES OF INEQUALITY, SPECTACLE AND CONTROL: INKA SociAL ORDER IN PROVINCIAL CONTEXTS

to reside in Tomebamba, while there were areas within the city where the
Inkas resettled indigenous workers (Idrovo Urigiien 2000:chapter IV).
Tomebamba’s layout simultaneously produced and represented a complex
process of deep social stratification unknown in the region before Inka
conquest.

There are some interesting Inka sites on the South Coast of Peru.
Inkawasi, for example, was an impressive Inka center placed above an
irrigated land in the Lunahuand Valley, in the Chincha region. It exhibited
a clear separation between a group residing in symmetric compounds and
controlling ritual facilities, and another group living in an asymmetrical
built environment where researchers detected evidence of large-scale food
processing. Local pottery was found in the latter area of the site, indicating
that native people may have resided in this sector. Furthermore, there was a
third residential area at Inkawasi with architecture that suggests that people
of an intermediate status, perhaps special-function state workers, lived there
(Hyslop 1985:31). In addition to Inkawasi’s tripartiton, Hyslop suggests that
a quadripartite division, marked by the roads that crossed this site, may have
also served to stratify this settlement and its inhabitants.

Another example from the Southern Coast is the Inka administrative
center of Uquira, in the Asia Valley, where Inka and local areas appeared
estranged one from the other (Coello Rodriguez 1998). Compared to local
architecture, Inka buildings were not only monumental, but also complex
in terms of their interior spatial arrangement. Moreover, archaeological
excavations and architectural analysis have showed that the Inkas carried out
in their part of the settlement a wide range of specialized activities (ritual,
administrative, military, and textile production), whereas the colonized only

fulfilled domestic tasks.

Across the river, and facing Uquira, there is another intriguing Inka
site. This settlement had two perfectly defined areas divided by a long adobe
wall. There were noteworthy differences regarding architectural quality
and building size between both sectors of the site. One of these areas
included planned Inka architecture whereas the other had a less ordered
distribution of native style buildings that, in certain cases, incorporated
some Inka architectural features. In addition, before constructing the
Inka neighborhood, the surface was flattened out and leveled, a task that
apparently did not take place in the indigenous part of the site. This was
not just a matter of greater ‘energy expenditure’, but a symbolic action
that implied the purity of the Inka establishment, its separation from the

15
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indigenous past and, therefore, its ‘sacred intrusiveness”. There were also
distinctions with respect to the activities people of each part carried out
and the goods they consumed. According to Coello Rodriguez (1998:50),
the residents of the Inka neighborhood only consumed Inka or Inka style
artifacts, while those who inhabited the indigenous part did not obtain Inka
ceramic and employed indigenous ceramic vessels in their activities. The
differential distribution of ceramics shows that an ideal, often represented in
the built environment, found its realization in daily practices. A strikingly
analogous archeological record is found in the Inka site of Chagua or
Maucallajta in southern Bolivia (Raffino 1993:178), where a long wall
divided the settlement into two parts, one with fine Inka architecture and a
symmetric and tidy spatial layout, and the other with indigenous buildings
arranged in a conglomerate fashion (Figure 2).

-

-
Inka Area g

Figure 2: Map of Chagua or Maucallajra, southern Bolivia (redrawn from Raffino
1993).
Figura 2: Plano de Chagua o Maucallajta, sur de Bolivia (adaptado de Raffino 1993).

These two sites represent extreme examples of landscapes of inequality.
The way the Inkas differentiated conqueror and conquered was never more
dramatic than in these cases where two groups of people living side by side
did not share architecture (style, size, and quality), did not consume the same
goods, and did not conduct the same activities. To make these differences
even more evident and vivid, the Inkas built a wall to separate both spaces
and social spheres. These were fragmented communities where architecture
and space not only represented Inka cosmology regarding imperial ideas
of Inka/civilized-indigenous/uncivilized worlds, but also produced and
reproduced a dialectic relation between rulers and subjects.

There are several cases throughout the Andes in which the Inkas
stressed hierarchical differences between colonizers and the colonized by
placing an Inka compound (with plazas, kallanka, kancha, storehouses,
administrative buildings, and elite residences) inside or next to, but at the

16
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same time disarticulated from, an indigenous settlement (see Arellano y
Matos 2007, Gifford 2003, Hyslop 1990:250, Matos 1997:402) ®. In these
cases, the Inkas enhanced rulers and subjects’ estrangement by creating a
new experience of spatiality where the tidiness, massiveness, and symmetry
of Inkaic built environment starkly contrasted with the agglomerated
pattern of indigenous spatiality, generating a daily experience of social
inequality and divergent identities. In addition, in some circumstances
these Inka settlements were located next to local fortresses, emphasizing the
separation between conquerors and those who were defeated. For the Inkas,
this strategy meant striving of non-Inkas to incorporate themselves out of
their own into a larger system, and gaining power in the process. Such gain
came always with the loss of power of others.

In my own investigations in the Northern Calchaqui Valley, in the
Southern Andes, I have found a similar situation as such described in this
part of the article. Cortaderas is one of the two principal settlements the
Inkas built in the region (Figure 3). This site has four parts: Cortaderas
Bajo, with fine Inka architecture, including two large kancha with storage
facilities, three residential compounds, and a central plaza associated to
a massive ushnu’. Cortaderas Alto, a local fortress or pucara conquered
and apparently abandoned once the Inkas controlled the area. Cortaderas
Izquierda, which contains more than 50 Inka buildings, among them a
large compound (about 130 x 35 m) with 19 rectangular enclosures arrayed
in a double-row and a group of storage rooms. Surface evidence suggests
that craft production took place at Cortaderas Izquierda. Cortaderas
Derecha, a small village with local domestic architecture, settled during
Inka times (Figure 4). Studies in this part of the site indicated that its
inhabitants engaged in large-scale food production and processing (Acuto
et al. 2004).

17
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Figure 3: Map of Cortaderas Bajo, Cortaderas Alto and Cortaderas Izquierda,
Calchaqui valley, Northwest Argentina.

Figura 3: Plano de Cortaderas Bajo, Cortaderas Alto y Cortaderas Izquierda en valle
Calchaqui, Noroeste Argentino.

Whereas Northern-Calchaquies used to live in settlements that were
large clusters of homogeneous architecture arranged in a cellular pattern,
with no divisions or signs of social stratification, both in terms of architecture
and the goods people employed and consumed, showing, at the same time,
a high degree of internal articulation and integration (Acuto ez a/. 2008);
Cortaderas offered a fragmented landscape. Here, Inka domains were clearly
alienated from indigenous spheres and the river served to demarcate the
separation between natives and Inka representatives (Figure 5). Architecture
noticeably differentiated the Inka and the non-Inka areas of the site. Well-
constructed administrative buildings, fine architecture, large residential

18
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compounds, and public spaces characterized the Inka area of Cortaderas.
Small and semi-subterraneous residential compounds and less elaborated
architecture, on the other hand, characterized its local portion.

The activities that people carried out in Cortaderas also emphasized
social inequality and increased the gulf between rulers and subordinates. On
the one hand, the representatives of Tawantinsuyu lived in direct association
with ritual structures and administrative and storage facilities, what suggests
that they monopolized political and ritual practices, and had some sort of
control over the distribution of the goods produced. On the other hand,
those indigenous individuals who resided in Cortaderas Derecha, not only
found themselves alienated from the goods they manufactured, but they
were also relegated to lower prestige activities, such as staple production.

/
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Figure 4: Map of Cortaderas Derecha, Calchaqui Valley, Northwest Argentina.

Figura 4: Plano de Cortaderas Derecha, valle Calchaqui, Noroeste Argentino.
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In summary, the sense of communal integration lived in local towns
disappeared in this imperial center, replaced by an increasing sense of social
distance and distinction. The spatial organization and built environment
were accomplices in the promotion and reproduction of divergent
identities, which were rooted in deep social inequalities realized in several
domains (from access to power to access to goods and ritual knowledge).
This constituted a new experience for Northern-Calchaquies, who found
themselves subordinated under a major power, as well as for those who
came as imperial representatives'’, who saw themselves on the dominant
side, favored by economic, political, and cultural capital. The Inkas created
a new sense of membership and exclusion that shaped the identity of those
who dwelled in Cortaderas.

All these examples demonstrate that, throughout their empire, the
Inkas strategically used their settlements’ spatial design and architecture as
a mechanism of power to produce and institutionalize social inequalities.
Tawantinsuyu set groups apart, connecting them with different resources,
objects, buildings, social practices, and social and cultural identities.
Whereas the Inkas carried out political, military, ritual, and state-oriented
economic activities in their part of the settlement, they stripped of their
subjects from many of these tasks, linking them instead to the domestic
sphere and low-prestige activities. In these environments, the colonized may
have experienced a profound sense of subalternazation and alienation. The
situation was completely different for the Inkas (or their representatives) for
whom the spatiality and materiality of imperial centers helped enhancing
their power, favoring their social reproduction. Experiencing Inka places
implied the realization of deep inequalities, social distance, and differences
in power between groups. Contrary to Cuzco social structure, where
different social segments, especially Hanan and Hurin, were articulated and
perceived as complementary and fraternal, through the social and spatial
order of provincial settlements, the Inkas bluntly stated the fragmentation
between conquerors and conquered.

20
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Figure 5: Cortaderas site. Aerial view.

Figura 5: Sitio de Cortaderas. Vista aérea

LANDSCAPES OF COMMEMORATION AND SPECTACLE

If we carefully examine Inkaic provincial settlements, both principal
and secondary centers, and even smaller sites, one can easily realize the
centrality, formality, and monumentality of public facilities. Besides
building their own centers, the Inkas also settled within some indigenous
towns and villages and, sometimes, in important local (or even pan-Andean)
ceremonial centers and oracles (such as Pachacamac, Isle of the Sun, the
carved rock of Samaipata, La Centinela, among many others). In these cases
again the principal features that characterize Tawantinsuyu’s intervention
in provincial lands were ritual facilities and/or large plazas (Bauer and
Stanish 2001, Franco Jorddn 1996, Meyers 2007, Morris and Santillana
2007, Wallace, 1998). This is, for example, the case of Turi, an important
indigenous center in the Atacama region (Aldunate ez /. 2003, Cornejo
1999). In this place, and after destroying local burials, Inka colonizers
constructed a large plaza (Figure 6).

Public spaces covered a large portion of Inka settlements, and their
construction (which included leveling, walling, and building associated
facilities) involved a considerable amount of labor. Although there are
many examples of pre-Inka plazas throughout the Andes, with the Inkas,
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public spaces acquired unedited dimensions and degree of formalization.
Plazas occupied the central area of Inka settlements and allowed access and
permanence to a large body of people, which emphasize the great importance
that rituals had in these contexts of domination. Contrary to what happened
in many important pre-Inka sites (even in those that belong to some of the
more complex societies of the Andes, such as Huari, Tiwanaku, Pukara, or
Chimu), Inka plazas were designed to congregate a great number of people
(see Moore 1996, von Hagen and Morris 1998)". 'This, in addition to rich
evidence of feasting and ceremonial consumption that archaeologists have
found in the majority of Inka provincial centers, such as food production,
large-scale cooking and corn beer brewing, jars and plates for serving and
consuming food, as well as culinary pottery (Bray 2003, Mackey 2003,
Morris 1998, Morris and Covey 2003, Morris and Santillana 2007), allow
us to think that more than places for habitation, bureaucracy, or simple
loci of economic activities, Inka centers were stages for ritual performances

(Coben 2006, Dillehay 2003, von Hagen and Morris 1998).

Figure 6: Turi, Atacama desert, Chile. Aerial view.

Figura 6: Vista aérea de Turi, desierto de Atacama, Chile.

An interesting example that demonstrates the great relevance that
commemoration and spectacle had for the Inkas comes from the Paruro
region, near Cuzco (Bauer 1992). The Inkas constructed in this area a
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religious landscape composed of a series of sites (Maukallagta and Puma
Orco) especially built to remember Tawantinsuyu’s myth of origin. In
Maukallagta, Inka architects built next to the main plaza an elaborate
compound with an inner chamber and a secret passage. This building
was used during ceremonies that recreated the moment during which the
founding ancestors of the royal Inka lineage emerged from their mythical
place of origin, the cave of Pacaritambo (Figure 7).

=P N

Inner
chamber

Figure 7: Map of Maukallagta, Paruro region, Peru (redrawn from Bauer 1992).
Figura 7: Plano de Maukallagta, region de Paruro, Perii (adaptado de Bauer 1992).

Morris (1982) has emphasized the great importance that rituals and
ceremonial activities acquired in Hudnuco Pampa (Figure 1). He has even
claimed that most of the activities carried out in this site were oriented
toward diplomacy, hospitality, and exchange during ceremonial contexts.
A similar situation took place at Farfdn, on the Northern Coast of Peru, an
indigenous settlement the Inkas seized. Research revealed that under Inka
government the number of ritual facilities and objects increased (Mackey

2003).
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Approximately in the center of almost every Inka main plaza there was
an interesting structure, called ushnu (Figure 1). They were stone platforms
used for ritual activities, libations, and sacrifices (Hyslop 1990, Zuidema
1989). Cuzco’s ushnu was an image of the Sun. Provincial ushnus, on the
other hand, were the place where the Inka emperor (representing the Sun)
or a paramount Inka officer (representing the emperor) sat and directed
ceremonies. Ushnu were key artifacts for astronomical observations related
to the agricultural calendar. Through these structures, and supported by
the knowledge to use them, the Inkas controlled calendric information
and, during public activities, established subjects” annual labor obligations
toward Tawantinsuyu (Villacorta 2003, Zuidema 1989). Some scholars
have argued that these stone platforms were miniature representations of
mountains, which in Andean cosmology were considered wakz and/or
apus or ancestors with control over natural forces (Meddens 1994, 1997).
In this way, through these structures the Inkas not only worshiped and
gave offerings to these wakz and apus, but they also intended to overpower
communication with them, maintaining in the process the balance between
the upper world, which belonged to ancestors and deities, and the earthly
world of Andean communities. Through libations on the ushnus, the Inkas
managed to articulate and connect the upper part or Hanan Pacha, who
provided rainwater, Key Pacha, or the earthly sphere, and Uku Pacha, or the
underworld. Some agricultural ceremonies employed #shnus as a material
and symbolic media through which those deities that controlled water
were invoked, through rituals and offerings, to bring water from the upper
world down to Earth. Libations meant the corporization of these entities
in the middle world, the ushnu, to fecund Earth Mother or Pachamama
(Farrington 1998:53, Pino Matos 2004).

Now, what types of activities and rituals were performed within Inka
provincial plazas? What kinds of experiences did people live inside Inka
public spaces? Although this is a topic that deserves a thorough analysis, for
the sake of space I will present here some general points.

Feasting was the main activity carried out within Inka plazas. These
state-hosted public events served to start off relations of ‘reciprocal’ exchange
between the Inkas and their subjects. Reciprocity was a strong structuring
principle for Andean societies, especially regarding labor exchange. As it
happened in ethnic communities, in an environment of ritual celebration,
the Inkas distributed food, corn beer, and presents to their subjects,
especially to local elites, taking the opportunity to request, in exchange,
labor for the state mita. Through feasting and ritual the Inkas intend to
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impose upon their subjects a sense of debt 