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2. Hume y Priestley: afinidades  
y tensiones en torno al materialismo 




1





    

 

Una influencia inesperada






1 Con las notables excepciones de Russell (1995, 2008), Buckle (2007) y Wilson (2015).
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




     





















Convergencias y divergencias

     


 






35

2

   
 


          

         
    






         
      
 











3 






2 Norton y Norton (1996:40, 43, 123) señalan que en la biblioteca de la familia Hume no solo 
había un ejemplar de la Universal Grammar, sino también otras obras de Priestley.

3 Todas las traducciones de las citas de Priestley son nuestras.
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








    



Argumentos a favor del materialismo

 












 
  


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


El materialismo humeano









         
         








      



          

  




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    










            

 


4     
 
      
 






        
     






4 La analogía con la naturaleza es un recurso que aparece frecuentemente en los textos de la 
época, mediante el cual se propone que dado que constatamos la existencia de regularida-
des en un orden del universo —por ejemplo, en el natural—, tenemos razones para suponer 
la misma clase de regularidades en otro orden —por ejemplo, el moral— (Wolf, 2018).



39






















      

        

    




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




  




















       








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








  

   














 





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


  





          



























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
           




 





De conjunción constante a conexión necesaria




  





    
 

 










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
    
           
    

 
          



  




      


       







      







         
         
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  

  








         
       




    

        



 






   



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



5



Conclusión








   
       


  


     






5 Para una evaluación de los argumentos con los que Priestley intenta resolver estas dificul-
tades, véase Tapper (2020). Harris (2001:44) ensaya una breve defensa contra el cargo de 
circularidad.
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