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Two experiments were conducted to evaluate the impact of early life exposure to high salt water on later
cattle performance with saline water. In Exp. 1, 24 cow/calf pairs were randomly assigned to one of two
treatments: exposure to high salt water [HSW; 7478 mg/kg of total dissolved solids (TDS)] or to low salt
water (LSW; 512 mg/kg TDS) when calves were 2 to 6 mo. old. Then all calves drank low salt water for
6 mo, and subsequently high salt water for 30 d. During the last period HSW tended to eat 10% less DM
(DMI; P=0.07) and drank 22% less water than LSW (WI; P < 0.01). Total tract DM digestibility (TTDMD;
P=0.92), blood parameters (hemoglobin and hematocrit; P> 0.13), plasma glucose (P=0.18), serum
minerals (P> 0.08) and weight gain (ADG; P=0.85) were not affected by treatment. In Exp. 2, 24
pregnant heifers in the last month of gestation were randomly assigned to either HSW (10827 mg/kg
TDS) or LSW. The exposure period ended when calves were 3 month old. Then all calves drank low salt
water for 95 d, and subsequently high salt water for 30 d. During the last period no significant differences
between treatments were observed for DMI (P=0.43), WI (P=0.61), TTDMD (P=0.92), blood parameters
(P> 0.42), plasma rennin activity (PRA; P=0.35), and ADG (P=0.16). However, HSW drank less (P < 0.01)
high salt water than LSW during the first two hours of drinking water restoration after a water depri-
vation period of 20 h. Overall, in the conditions of our study we did not find evidence that early exposure
to saline water induces tolerance and improves later performance of beef cattle with salty water.
However, reduced water intake (Exp. 1) and increased thirst threshold (Exp. 2) of animals early exposed
to saline water need further consideration.
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exposure to saline water early in life may induce tolerance and
improve later performance of beef cattle with salt water, mainly

1. Introduction

Adequate quality of drinking water for livestock is essential to
maintain acceptable levels of productivity (NRC, 2000). However,
in many parts of the world ruminants are faced with drinking
water containing high concentrations of total dissolved solids
(TDS; Basan Nickisch, 2007; FAO, 2007). Saline water causes re-
ductions in water and food intake, jeopardizing cattle perfor-
mance and health (Weeth and Hunter, 1971; Loneragan et al.,
2001; Ward and Patterson, 2004; Grout et al., 2006). It has been
suggested that neurological, physiological, and morphological
processes are amenable to change early in life and can be altered
so that animals can better adapt to the environment in which
they are backgrounded (Provenza and Balph, 1990). If so,
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through modification in kidney functions. Although nephrogen-
esis ends shortly after birth, newborn's kidney remains func-
tionally primitive with respect to the capacity to concentrate
urine (Little and McMahon, 2012).

Prior studies in rats and sheep have shown that high salt intake
during pregnancy and the early postnatal period can reduce feed
and water intake and salt balance in the offspring when they in-
gest the same diet later in life (Alves da Silva et al., 2003; Digby
et al., 2010a). These authors suggested that these induced changes
are linked to alterations in the renin-angiotensin system (RAS).
Offspring from ewes that grazed saltbush (20% salt) excreted salt
more rapidly and consumed less water compared with those from
ewes that grazed pasture based on subterranean clover, which was
attributed to lower rennin activity in the former (Chadwick et al.,
2009a). Since the negative impact of poor quality water on animal
performance depends largely on their water requirements
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(Patterson and Johnson, 2003), any permanent alteration in water
intake may change the ability of animals to tolerate water with
high salt content. We hypothesize that experience early in life with
saline water improves cattle performance with salt water later in
life. Our objective was to determine the effects of early life ex-
perience of calves with high salt water or low salt water on water
and food intake, digestibility, blood parameters and weight gain
when forced to drink high salt water later in life.

2. Materials and methods

For Experiment 1 and 2, we selected mother cows and calves
with caving date between late December and early January from a
commercial herd (Braford x Criollo Argentino; Instituto Nacional
de Tecnologia Agropecuaria [INTA] Santiago del Estero, Argentina).
All cows were raised in the same environment, and none of them
had previous experience with saline water. Animals were treated
according the protocol approved by INTA for experimental animal
care and use (INTA, 2013).

3. Experimental design
3.1. Experiment 1

The experiment was run with 24 cow-calf pairs. When calves
averaged 2 mo of age and 78 + 20 kg of BW (mean + SD), 12 cow-
calf pairs were randomly assigned to one of two treatments: early
exposure to high salt water (HSW) or early exposure to low salt
water (LSW). Total dissolved solids (TDS) in HSW were 7478 mg/
kg, of which 3103 mg/kg were sulfates. The same values for LSW
were 512 mg/kg TDS and 146 mg/kg TDS, respectively, and con-
sisted of tap water. High salt water was made by mixing sodium
chloride (NaCl) and sodium sulfate Na,SO,4 salts in tap water until
the target concentration was reached. The exposure period lasted
105 d; during the first 60 d calves were with their mothers.
Thereafter, calves were weaned and the exposure period con-
tinued until d 105. All cow-calf pairs were fed alfalfa hay (Medi-
cago sativa; 14% CP and 47% NDF) during lactation (first 60 d of the
exposure period), and all weaned calves were fed a mixed ration
(39% alfalfa, 40% corn and 21% roasted soybean; 15% CP and 40%
NDF) during the last 45 d of the exposure period. Both groups,
HSW and LSW, had ad libitum access to drinking water and food.
Once the exposure period was completed, all calves grazed on
rangeland and drank ad libitum tap water for 6 months (back-
grounding period). During backgrounding, one calf per treatment
was removed from the trial due to health problems. Immediately
after the backgrounding period, 11 calves (169 + 24 kg BW) from
each treatment were assigned to individual pens (2 x 3.5 m), and
fed a total mixed ration (14% CP; 50% NDF) composed of 65% alfalfa
hay, 20.5% ground corn,13% roasted soybean plus 1.5% mineral mix
(33% Limestone, 1.47% Copper sulfate, 0.04% Calcium lodate, 0.014%
Cobalt carbonate, 6.67% Magnesium Oxide, 7.20% Zinc sulfate,
0.014% Sodium selenite, 3.88% Iron sulfate, 2.67% Calcium carbo-
nate).The diet was offered once daily (0800 h) at 130% of voluntary
intake. Calves were allowed to adapt to the pens for 5 days,
drinking tap water. Immediately after, we started an evaluation
period, during which both groups were forced to drink high salt
water (the same water quality that HSW calves had been exposed
early in life) for 30 days. Feed and water intake of each calf were
evaluated daily throughout the evaluation period, whereas feed
digestibility was estimated in six calves from each group. Blood
samples were extracted from all calves at the beginning (d 0) and
at the end of the evaluation period (d 30), to evaluate concentra-
tions of hemoglobin and hematocrit (hematological indicators),

plasma glucose, and blood mineral profiles. Calves were weighed
on d 0, 113, 294 and 331 of the experiment.

3.2. Experiment 2

Twenty four pregnant heifers were assigned to one of two
treatments: LSW or HSW. Total dissolved solids in HSW were
10827 mg/kg TDS, of which 146 mg/kg were sulfates. The same
values for LSW were 512 mg/kg and 146 mg/kg, respectively, and
corresponded to tap water. High salt water was made by mixing
NaCl salt in tap water until the target concentration was reached.
The exposure period lasted 135 days: last 30 days of gestation and
first 45 days of lactation, immediately followed by 60 days of ex-
posure of calves alone. Pregnant and lactating cows were fed
tropical grass hay (Panicum maximum , cv. Gatton; 7% CP and 78%
NDF), whereas early weaned calves were fed a commercial feed
specially formulated to fulfill young calf requirements plus alfalfa
hay until the end of the exposure period. Both groups, HSW and
LSW, had ad libitum access to drinking water and food. Once the
exposure period was completed, all calves were fed a balanced
ration (17% CP and 48% NDF) and they drank tap water for 95 d
(backgrounding period). The diet was formulated with 60.5% al-
falfa hay, 2% roasted soybean, 15% ground sorghum, 22% soybean
meal, and 0.5% mineral mix (same composition as in Exp. 1). Im-
mediately after the backgrounding period, calves from both
treatments (n=12; 94 + 17 kg BW) were assigned to individual
pens (2 x 3.5 m) and fed the same ration as in the backgrounding
period. Calves were allowed to adapt to the pens for 5 days,
drinking tap water. Immediately after, we started an evaluation
period, during which both groups were forced to drink high salt
water (similar water quality that HSW calves had been exposed
early in life; 12614 mg/kg TSD of which 480 mg/kg were sulfate)
for 30 days. The day before the beginning of the evaluation period
(d 0), calves were subject to a water deprivation period of 20 h.
During d 1 of the evaluation period the rate of saline water intake
was recorded at 1, 2, 6, 12 and 24 h post feeding. In this experi-
ment, the level of thirst (motivation to drink) was regarded as the
pattern of initial water intake after water deprivation. The diet was
offered at the same time as in Exp. 1 (0800 h), once daily. Food and
water intake, feed digestibility (n=8), and blood parameters were
assessed as in Exp. 1. Calves were weighed on d 140, 231 and 265
of the experiment.

4. Measurements and sampling

In both experiments, during the evaluation period we mea-
sured forage and water intake, and collected samples for analyzes.
Forage intake was calculated by subtracting DM refused from
dietary DM offered daily, whereas water consumption was mea-
sured by the daily change in water depth in the water trough of
each individual pen. In both experiments, forage and orts samples
were collected just before feeding and composited on equal
weight basis across days. Feed digestibility was determined by an
external marker (LIPE"); fecal grab samples were collected from
each calf (n=6 Exp. 1, n=8 Exp. 2) every 6 h from d 26 to d 29 of
the evaluation period, advancing the sampling time 4 h each day
in order to minimize concerns about diurnal variation in marker
excretion. Fecal samples were composited across days within calf.
In both trials, blood samples were taken from the jugular vein on d
0 and d 30 of the evaluation period. Immediately after collection,
blood samples were placed into EDTA tubes to determinate he-
matological indicators, glucose and plasma renin activity analysis
(PRA, Exp. 2 only), and in tubes without anticoagulant for the
quantification of minerals. Measurements of BW on d 113 and d
331 (Exp. 1) and on d 140 and d 265 (Exp. 2) were performed once
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animals drank tap water for one week in order to avoid dis-
turbances in the weight due to water retention in the body.

5. Sampling processing and laboratory analysis

Forage, orts and fecal samples were partially dried in a forced-
air oven (96 h at 55 °C), weighed, and ground (No. 4 Wiley Mill,
Thomas Scientific, Swedesboro, NJ) to pass through a 1-mm
screen. Partially dried samples of feed and orts were dried for 24 h
at 105 °C to determine DM. Feed samples were analyzed for NDF
with the ANKOM-Fiber Analyzer 200 (ANKOM Technology, Fair-
port, NY, USA) using the procedure described by Komarek (1993),
and for total N using the procedure of Kjeldahl described by AOAC
(1990). For quantification of the external marker LIPE", processed
fecal sample were directly analyzed by an infrared spectrometer
equipped with an ATR device (Dr. Eloisa O.S. Saliba; Universidade
Federal de Minas Gerais, Departamento de Zootecnia, Escola de
Veterinaria, Bello Horizonte, MG, Brazil). Plasma glucose was de-
termined photometrically by the GOD/PAP method (Metrolab 330
spectrophotometer), while an automatic analyzer Mindray BC-
5300 was used to evaluate hematological indicators. Serum con-
centration of sodium, potassium and calcium were measured using
a Diestro” 103 semiautomatic electrolyte analyzer (JS Medicina
Electrénica, Villa Martelli, Bs.As., Argentina). Phosphorus (UV
method) and magnesium (colorimetric method) were analyzed by
a Roche Hitachi 912 Chemistry Analyzer (Roche, Basel,Switzer-
land). PRA was indirectly measured by the generation of Angio-
tensin I using a commercial kit (Angiotensin 1 RIA Kit; Beckman
Coulter, Villa Martelli, BuenosAires, Argentina).

6. Statistical analysis

Data from both trials were statistically analyzed as a completely
randomized design. The results on consumption and blood para-
meters were evaluated as repeated measures over time using
MIXED procedure of SAS (SAS Inst. Inc,, Cary, NC). The type of
covariance structure for repeated measures was compound sym-
metry (TYPE=CS). To meet the assumptions of normality PRA
values had to be transformed to natural log. Feed digestibility and
average daily weight gain (ADG) were analyzed using the GLM
procedure of SAS. In both models, treatment mean comparisons
were tested using the LSMEANS option of SAS, and treatment
means were declared statistically different at P < 0.05.

7. Results
7.1. Experiment 1

7.1.1. Liveweight gain

There was no treatment effect on the ADG of calves in any
period during the experiment (exposure period: 0.33 vs. 0.27 kg/d,
SEM=0.03, P=0.11; backgrounding period: 0.31 vs. 0.31 kg/d,
SEM=0.02, P=0.94; and evaluation period: 0.39 vs. 0.38 kg BW/d,
SEM=0.05, P=0.85).

7.1.2. Intake and total tract digestibility

Calves in HSW treatment tended to eat 10% less feed (P=0.07)
and drank 22% less water (P<0.01; Table 1) than LSW calves
throughout the evaluation period (Table 1); however, despite these
differences, WI: DMI ratio did not differ (P=0.15) between treat-
ments. Early exposure to high salt water did not affect total tract
digestibility of DM (TTDMD; P=0.92). Both LSW and HSW calves
had a feed digestibility of about 73%.

Table 1

Food (DMI) and water (WI) intake, WI: DMI ratio and total tract DM digestibility
(TTDMD) of calves with (HSW) or without (LSW) experience early in life with high
salt water (Exp. 1 and Exp. 2).

Item LSW HSW SEM P-value
Exp. 1

DM, g/kg BWO7> 99.48 89.86 3.62 0.07
WE, g/kg BWO73 455.32 352.76 24.56 <0.01
WI:DMI? 4.85 435 0.23 0.15
TIDMD", g/kg DM 7323 7303 0.01 0.92
Exp. 2

DMF?, g/kg BWO75 74.29 78.14 3.37 0.43
WI?, g/kg BWO75 622.42 600.18 30.51 0.61
WI:DMI* 9.44 8.38 0.55 0.18
TTDMD", g/kg DM 730 730 0.01 0.92

2 Exp. 1: n=11, Exp. 2: n=12.
> Exp. 1: n=6, Exp. 2: n=8.

Table 2
Blood parameters of calves with (HSW) or without (LSW) experience early in life
with high salt water (Exp. 1 and Exp. 2).

Item" Day 0° LSW  Day 30
LSW HSW  P-value HSW  P-value SEM
Exp. 1
Hemoglobin, g/dl 13.63 13.89 0.54 13.78 1446 013 0.30
Hematocrit, % 40.63 4154 049 4197 4426 01 0.93

Glucose, mg /dl 6545 62.64 045 7227 66.73 0.15 2.61
Na, mg/100 ml 446.18 383.82 0.01 427.09 432.73 0.81 16.57
Ca, mg/100 ml 8.15 8.13 0.94 7.53 8.03 0.16 0.24
P, mg/100 ml 1113 11.72 020 8.08 8.45 0.42 0.32
Mg, mg/100 ml 1.78 1.96 0.25 1.62 1.60 0.90 0.11
K, mg/ 100 ml 2423 2293 039 20.3 20.78 0.75 1.05
Exp. 2
Hemoglobin, g/dl 10.6 1055 0.93 1332 13.76 038 0.38
Hematocrit, % 3339 33.02 0.80 4134 4238 0.46 1.04
Glucose, mg /dl  73.81 7142 0.75 64.56 60.00 0.53 5.38

Na, mg/100 ml 311.08 308.58 0.43 320.08 320.47 09 219
Ca, mg/100 ml 9.85 10.1 0.38 1062 10.74 0.68 0.20
P, mg/100 ml 7.02 6.88 0.7 6.39 6.47 0.82 0.26
Mg, mg/100ml ~ 2.49 2.29 0.10 1.63 171 0.51 0.08
K, mg/100 ml 1912 1939 0.78 2427 248 0.57 0.66

@ Day O=start of evaluation period; Day 30=end of evaluation period.
b Exp. 1: n=11, Exp. 2: n=12.

7.1.3. Hematological indicators, plasma glucose and serum minerals.

There was no treatment x day interaction neither for he-
moglobin nor for hematocrit as well as plasma glucose and mi-
nerals in serum (P > 0.16), except for Na concentration where the
interaction tended to be significant (P=0.07). None of the blood
variables analyzed in the study were affected by treatments
(P> 0.13), except for Na on d 0 (Table 2). Hematocrit and plasma
concentration of glucose were higher at the end of the evaluation
period, whereas serum concentration of Ca, P, Mg and K were
higher at the beginning of the evaluation period.

7.2. Experiment 2.

7.2.1. Liveweight gain

In this trial, early exposure to saline water intake did not affect
the subsequent performance of calves. Average daily gain of LWS
and HWS calves were similar during the backgrounding (0.31 vs.
0.34 kg/d, SEM=0.04, P=0.66) and evaluation period (0.30 vs.
0.20 kg/d, SEM=0.05, P=0.16).

7.2.2. Water intake rate after water deprivation
Early exposure treatment x hour interaction was significant for
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Fig. 1. Water intake (WI) after 20 h of water deprivation of calves with (HSW) or
without (LSW) experience early in life with high salt water (Exp. 2). Each value
represents the mean of 12 calves.

water intake rate (P<0.01) after a water deprivation period of
20 h (Fig. 1). LSW calves drank more than HSW calves (P < 0.01)
during the first hour after the deprivation of water. In the next
hour water intake rate declined sharply; however, the reduction
was more noticeable in LSW than in HSW calves (P<0.01).
Thereafter, and until the end of the day, there was no difference in
water intake rate between both groups of calves (P> 0.87).

7.2.3. Intake and total tract digestibility

No significant differences were observed either in feed
(P=0.43) and water (P=0.61) intake or WI: DMI ratio (P=0.18)
between treatment groups during the evaluation period (Table 1).
Similar to results in Exp.1, there were no differences in feed di-
gestibility between LSW and HSW calves (P=0.92).

7.2.4. Hematological indicators, plasma glucose, and serum minerals

There was no treatment x day interaction for hematological
indicators as well as plasma glucose and minerals in serum
(P> 0.35; Table 2), except for Mg (P < 0.03). None of the blood
parameters analyzed were affected by the treatments (P> 0.42),
but there was a day effect (P < 0.04). Hemoglobin, hematocrit and
serum concentration of Na, Ca and K were higher at the end of the
evaluation period, whereas concentration of glucose, P and Mg
were higher at the beginning of the evaluation period.

7.2.5. Plasma renin activity

There was no treatment effect on PRA (P=0.35), although a
significant effect of day (P < 0.01) was observed (Table 3). Plasma
rennin activity was lower at the end of the evaluation period in
both treatments.

8. Discussion

Overall, under the experimental conditions of these studies we
did not find evidence that early exposure of cattle to saline water
improves their performance later in life when drinking this type of
water. However, reduced water intake (Exp. 1) and increased thirst
threshold (Exp. 2) of animals exposed to saline water early in life

Table 3
Plasma renin activity (PRA) of calves with (HSW) or without (LSW) experience
early in life with high salt water (Exp. 2).

Item® LSW HSW SEM P-value
Log. (ng/ml h)
Day 0° 0.34 0.08 0.20 0.21
Day 30 -0.79 —-0.86 0.20 0.75
n=12.

b Day 0= start of evaluation period; Day 30= end of evaluation period.

deserve further consideration, as discussed below.

In Exp. 1, HSW calves drank less salt water and tended to eat
less than LSW calves over 30 d evaluation period. This observation
may suggest that early exposure to salt water has the potential to
produce physiological changes related to water intake regulation.
Previous work (Curtis et al., 2004; McBride et al., 2006; Chadwick
et al., 2009a; Digby et al. 2010a) has shown that high salt diets
during gestation and early post-calving periods affect adult off-
spring’s water and food intake, which appears to be related to
alterations in the renin-angiotensin system (RAS). Reduced renal
rennin secretion depresses water intake through lowering circu-
lating level of angiotensin II (Ang II; bioactive peptide with potent
vasoconstrictor action synthesized from the release of hormone
renin) (Fitzsimons, 1998). Szczepanska-Sadowska et al. (2003)
showed that transgenic rats with high level of Ang II in the hy-
pothalamus had higher water and food intake. Therefore, the
lower water intake observed in HSW calves may have been asso-
ciated with depletion in basal renin levels. Moreover, during the
exposure period, HSW calves drank 18% less water than LSW (data
not shown), generating hypertonic conditions that might have
altered the set point of osmoregulatory mechanisms in controlling
water intake (Chadwick et al., 2009a; Desai et al., 2003). On the
other hand, the lack of significant difference in food intake be-
tween HSW and LSW calves during the evaluation period might be
due to the close relationship between water and food consumption
(Silanikove, 1992; Brew et al., 2011). Probably, the reduction in
water intake (about 22%) observed in HSW calves was not enough
to affect food intake. Utley et al. (1970) observed a 20% reduction
in feed intake in steers when the supply of drinking water was
limited to 60% of voluntary intake, but no differences in feed in-
take were found when consumption of water was limited to 80% of
voluntary intake. During the exposure period HSW and LSW calves
consumed the same amount of food (data not shown); therefore,
we discard that the observed responses may have been due to
under nutrition at an early age.

In Exp. 2 we did not observe differences in water and food
intake between HSW and LSW during the evaluation period.
However, at the beginning of the evaluation period the basal level
of PRA was about 30% lower in HSW calves than in LSW calves
(112 vs 1.57 ng/ml h, respectively), whereas PRA levels became
similar between experimental groups after drinking high salt
water for 30 d. While lower levels of PRA were an expected re-
sponse due to increased salt intake during the evaluation period,
the lack of differences suggests that both LSW and HSW calves had
the same ability to excrete salt via urine. If so, this may explain
why there were no differences in food and water intake between
both experimental groups. Similarly, Chadwick et al. (2009a) ob-
served a 40% reduction of basal PRA in offspring of ewes fed a high
salt diet during pregnancy and lactation, although PRA levels be-
came similar to that of control sheep after consuming a high salt
diet. On the other hand, we observed a lower initial high salt water
intake in HSW than LSW calves after water deprivation for 20 h,
indicating an increased thirst threshold in the former. The pow-
erful of dipsogenic action of Angll through the activation of the
renin-angiotenisn system is well known (Fitzsimons, 1998;
McKinley and Johnson, 2004; Geerling and Loewy, 2008).The in-
fluence of Ang Il on water ingestive behavior has been clearly
documented, especially when infused directly into the brain (lat-
eral ventricle) of sheep and cattle (Weisinger et al., 1986; Blair-
West et al., 1989; Fitzsimons, 1998). Sheep infused Ang II into the
brain drank 1.4-2.8 times more water than control animals, de-
monstrating that Ang Il produced sensations of thirst (Sunagawa
et al., 2001). Water deprivation in ruminants activates the renin-
angiotensin system (Silanikove, 1994) increasing circulating Ang II
(Parker et al., 2004), indicative also of its role in stimulating water
intake (Fitzsimons, 1998). Moreover, a decrease in blood of Ang II
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through an inhibitor of the renin-angiotensin system reduced the
urge to drink water (Blair-West et al., 1988). Therefore, the beha-
vior of calves in Exp. 2 after the restoration of drinking water could
be explained by the difference in the basal level of PRA between
HSW and LSW calves. This suggests that salt water intake during
gestation and/or early postnatal period alters thirst threshold of
offspring. However, there were no differences in water intake
during the 30 d of the evaluation period, which could be explained
by decreased sensitivity of RAS to salt water in HSW as com-
mented before. Digby et al. (2010b), who reported similar results
in the alteration of thirst threshold, observed a decrease in the
concentration of aldosterone in lambs from ewes fed high salt diet
than in control animals. This depressed responsiveness of aldos-
terone could be related to RAS suppression. So, it is possible that
other factors besides high salt intake at an early age modulate the
type of response that animal express when exposed high salt
water or high salt diets during the adulthood (Chadwick et al.,
20093, 2009b). Our experiments differed not only in the exposure
period (postnatal in Exp. 1 and pre and postnatal in Exp. 2), but
also in the type of dissolved salts in the high salt drinking water. In
Exp. 2 calves could probably increase their water intake to main-
tain body homeostasis during the exposure period, while in Exp.
1 calves did not have that same chance because of the high levels
of sulfate in drinking water. Thus, this may have led to different
states of plasma tonicity (Ross et al., 2005; Ross and Desai, 2005),
and may help explain the differences (Exp. 1) or the lack of dif-
ferences (Exp. 2) in high salt water intake between HSW and LSW
calves.

The changes that we and other researchers (Chadwick et al.,
2009a; Digby et al. 2010b) observed regarding water intake and
thirst threshold are likely to be important during the adaptation
period to saline water or in situations where water consumption is
restricted for several hours. Prasetiyono et al. (2000) found a ne-
gative correlation between thirst level (defined as water intake for
30 min after 2 h of feeding) and food intake in water-deprived
goats, whereas Sunagawa et al. (2001) reported significant re-
ductions in feed intake due to thirst sensations in the brain of
sheep infused intracerebroventricular with Ang II. In a more recent
experiment, Sunagawa et al. (2007) demonstrated that in-
tracerebroventricular infusions of somatostatin (prevents Ang II
secretion; Weisinger et al. (1991) increased feed intake in goats fed
on dry forage. These authors suggested that the decrease in feed
intake during the first two hours of feeding was caused by thirst-
controlling peptides. Therefore, it may be possible that animals
with higher thirst thresholds (due to lower basal levels of renin)
could consume more food during short periods of water depriva-
tion. However, the lack of differences in blood parameters between
HSW and LSW calves suggests that any alteration produced in the
mechanisms of salt excretion could be counteracted in the short
time. In a recent study, Tay et al. (2012) did not observe changes in
the ability to excrete salt in lambs from ewes fed a high salt diet
during gestation; despite the fact that fetal nephrogenesis was
affected, the kidney was able to compensate for the reduction in
the number of glomeruli by increasing their size.

We conclude that, under present experimental conditions,
early exposure to high salt water did not induce tolerance and
improve later performance of beef cattle with salty water. How-
ever, reduced water intake (Exp. 1) and increased thirst threshold
(Exp. 2) of animals exposed to saline water early in life warrant
future consideration, due to both theoretical and practical
implications.
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