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Álvaro Laborda, Sección Entomología, Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad de la República. 

alaborda@fcien.edu.uy. 

 

Estefanía Stanley, Departamento de Ecología y Biología Evolutiva, Instituto de 

Investigaciones Biológicas Clemente Estable. estefaniastanley@gmail.com 

 

Web and logo 
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Preface: 

 

Welcome to the 22nd International Arachnology Congress in Uruguay, land of 

Arachnology 

 

Uruguay is a small and open-minded country located at the South East of South America, 

between Argentina and Brazil. Our country has a long tradition in Arachnology, reflected by 

the large number of researchers and students working in various disciplines as taxonomy, 

systematics, ecology and animal behavior. Our team organized the ‘Primer Encuentro de 

Aracnólogos del Cono Sur’ (First Arachnology Meeting of the South Cone) in 1997 and the 

‘Primer Congreso Latinoamericano de Aracnología (First Latin American Arachnology 

Congress) in 2005. Arachnology in Latin American has shown a remarkable growth since then 

and Uruguayan Arachnology has been part of these advancements. Undoubtedly, organizing 

the 22nd International Congress of Arachnology in Uruguay at times of economic crises, 

pandemics and war, has been a great challenge. We have reached the milestone and this is 

possible thanks to the support of the arachnological community and the huge work of all the 

organizing team. Hope this congress at our home country is a fresh breath of scientific 

inspiration, enjoyable and memorable as we dreamt it. 

 

Anita Aisenberg 

President of the Organization Committee  

22nd International Arachnology Congress 

Montevideo, Uruguay, 2023 
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DOES TEMPERATURE AFFECT THE FEEDING BEHAVIOR OF Mecicobothrium 

thorelli (ARANEAE, MECICOBOTHRIIDAE)? 

 

Panchuk, Justina & Ferretti, Nelson. 

 

Arachnological Research Group from South (GIAS). Center of Renewable Natural Resources from the 

Semi-Arid Region (CERZOS-CONICET, UNS), Bahía Blanca, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

panchukjustina@gmail.com. 

 

Mecicobothrium thorelli is a small mygalomorph spider (5-6 mm), endemic to the Ventania 

and Tandilia mountain systems in Argentina and Sierra de las Ánimas in Uruguay. It lives in 

funnel and sheet webs that it builds under rocks. In addition, it has a winter life cycle, 

reproducing and remaining active during the coldest months of the year, an unusual 

characteristic among spiders. In this work, it was proposed to evaluate feeding behavior traits 

of this species, such as prey acceptance and attack speed, in three different thermal ranges: cold 

(5-10°C), medium (15-20°C) and warm (25-30°C). For this, a larva of Tenebrio molitor was 

offered to 20 spiders previously acclimatized to the temperatures corresponding to each thermal 

range evaluated. The feeding event of each individual was recorded by video for the analysis 

of the parameters of prey acceptance and attack speed. It was observed that there were no 

significant differences in prey acceptance between the three thermal ranges evaluated. 

However, prey attack speeds were significantly higher in the warm thermal range than in the 

cold thermal range. The attack speeds of the medium thermal range did not present significant 

differences with the remaining temperatures. These results suggest that, although M. thorelli is 

a winter spider, its feeding efficiency could be optimal at higher temperatures than those to 

which it is exposed during its period of activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


