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MICROPHONICS FROM THE EDITOR

2011 MEMBER MEETING

Cur 2011 event will take place on the
afternoon of Thursday. July 7, at the
Causeway Bay Inn (formerly Holiday
Inn), Lansing, ML The Michigan Antique
Radio Club has invited us 1o meet just be-
fore their long-running and successful
“Extravaganza” evenl on Friday and Sat-
urday. Fuller details will follow.

We expect to follow the format of the
2009 meeting, held at the same place.
See the description in TC for Oct. 2009,
pp- 5-7. The article cites some of the more
interesting tubes that turned up in the Ext-
ravaganza flea market.

PHILOSOPHICAL OBSERVATION

Abel Santoro’s latest description of a
modern  tube-making  operation  (Euro-
Audioteam) stands in. strong contrast to
factory descriptions from the days of tubes
as mass-market products, as depicted in
makers” advertising and films like RCA’s
1937 “Electrons on Parade.” Back then
there were depictions of huge rooms with
women al workstations assembling tube
mounts by the thousands, and fast-moving
machinery fusing bulbs to stems. After
that came the 24-head Sealex. It pumped-
down. sealed-off, and petter-flashed twbes
al a “sealex rate™ of 360 or 420 tubes per
hour, ready for the basing machine, Late in
the game there was even automated mount
assembly for high-volume tbes, Aging
racks at thetime held hundreds of tubes.

Present-day depictions show a vastly
different “boutigue”™ sort of industry, with
custom glasswork on the bulbs, hand as-
sembly of everything, individual fixed
pumpdown stations, and getiers being
flashed by hand one-at-a-time. Aging sta-
tions typically handle ten or twenty wbes.

The industry has certainly evolved!

RADIO KEEPS THE
PUBLIC INFORMED

Radio Service Dealer, June 1942
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CONTEMPORARY TUBE MANUFACTURE

“EAT,” EUROAUDIOTEAM

Abel Santore, LUSDX]

This story began with the re-launching
of manufacture of electron tubes in Cent-
ral Europe since the early *90s.  Produc-
tion was oriented (o the audio markets of
Europe and the world.

e &
Ms. Krahulkova
In this context there emerges the Euro-

AudioTeam, “EAT,” an electron-tube

factory Iocated in Prague, in the Ceech

Republic. The factory is directed by

Jozefina Krahulcova, founder and chicf

consultant, whe is otherwise devoted to

live concerts and opera.  She had work-
ed in the Tesla Vrsovice factory in Pra-
guesince 2001, as the main market strat-
egist for their KT88 and 300B tubes,

Coated mica spacers in foreground
In 2006 Tesla was acquired by a new
owner and moved out of Prague, at
which point Ms. Krahulcova decided 1o
buy a part of the Tesla Vrsovice tube
factory, the sector specializing in trans-
mitting tubes. She took over the tech-
nology, hinery, and technici
These workers had high skills from
years of making tubes. This was the be-
ginning of EAT. The whes they make
today are the K'TBE, ECCBO3S (12AXT),
ECCEE (6922 or 618}, and 3008,

Every step in the manufacture of the
tubes is tightly controlled, with great
care and dedication from the technicians.
The tubes are hand-made.  Ms. Krahul-
kova wanted to produce the finest tubes
available. ranking quality over quantity.

Button bases and a KT88 mount
The photos give a factory tour showing
manufacture of the “Dhiamond™ KT8 tube.
il

Mount with triple getters added

The EAT operation does not sell re-
badged tubes - everything is made in its
factory under meticulous specifications,

Jozefina Krahulcova believes that the
extra time spent in the manufacture of
each EAT tube results in a product
which sounds better and with an im-
proved life expectancy.

EuroAudioTeam is constantly present
in international audio shows and has
won awards in the andio-tube world,
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

To Ms. Jozefina Krahulcova, owner of
EuroAudioTeam, EAT. .

To Sixmoons Audio Magazine, way,
Bmoons.com.

Branded “Diamond” KT88 bulb
next to its forming mold
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