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Editorial 

 

Le onzième papyrus électronique       

iiii----MedjatMedjatMedjatMedjat        parait plus d’un an après le 
dixième. Les précédents étaient sortis six 
mois l’un derrière l’autre. 

Créé en 2008,    iiii----Medjat Medjat Medjat Medjat n’est pas à 
proprement parler un périodique – il parait 
lorsque matière il y a, souvent deux fois dans 
une année, parfois une seule. 

Son projet est avant tout de publier et 
d’informer, de partager du savoir  - un savoir 
dont la construction est fondée sur la 
recherche de la vérité et non sur sa 
propriété.   

Un partage gratuit, donc partout 
accessible.  

Savoir d’un seul n’est pas savoir, dit un 
proverbe africain. 



A short note about  

The Admonitions of Ipuwer  

and the work of Alan Gardiner 
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The Admonitions of Ipuwer is a literary text preserved on 
the recto of a single papyrus (Papyrus Leiden I 344) which 
belongs to the collection of the Rijksmuseum van 
Oudheden, Leiden (National Museum of Antiquities of 
Leiden). Despite the fact that the papyrus is from the 
New Kingdom, the poem preserved on it is supposed to 
be from the Middle Kingdom (Parkinson 1991: 60). 
The papyrus is in appalling conditions. Its beginning and its 
end are completely lost (Faulkner 1973: 210), however we can 
understand the story. A man, called Ipuwer, appeared in the 
court of an unnamed pharaoh and described the chaotic 
state of Egypt which could probably refer to the memory of 
the events that had occurred in the First Intermediate 
Period. The order is disturb by a social revolution, the rich 
become poor and the poor rich, foreign people invade 
Egypt from the delta, nomes are destroyed and wasted and 
social anarchy is spreading all over the land, while cultural 
values are broken under the indifferent gaze of society. 
The first full comprehensive publication of the entire text 
-The Admonitions of an Ancient Egyptian Sage, from a 
Hieratic Papyrus in Leiden (Pap. Leiden 344 recto)- was 
made and published by the Egyptologist Sir Alan 
Gardiner in 1909. He was also the first scholar who 
translated the papyrus from hieratic to English. The work 
of Gardiner consists of a full translation with notes and 
comments about the text of The Admonitions of Ipuwer 
and it also has an appendix with the translation of another 
text from the same period known as The Complaints of 
Khakheperresenebu. Gardiner (1909: 111) has interpreted the 
chaotic events and social anarchy that appear in this 
composition, as a reflection of a concrete historical situation 
that had occurred in the Tenth Dynasty, during the First 
Intermediate Period, according to the similarities that it has 
with the historical background of that period. Although, 
from the parallels that the text has with other texts from the 
Middle Kingdom, such as The Dialogue of a man with his 
ba and The Instruction of Amenemhat I, Gardiner (1909: 18,112) 
considered and concluded that the text of The Admonitions of 
Ipuwer could have been produced during the Twentieth 
Dynasty. In other words, he claimed that the text is a 
literary work of the Middle Kingdom whose story and plot 
elapse in the First Intermediate Period. 

In such a way, as it will be shown in our article, “Mira, 
los pobres de la tierra se han convertido en ricos (y) el 
(que poseía) cosas, (ahora) no tiene nada”, it is claimed 
that the text is a merely fictional piece of work produced 
during the Middle Kingdom which includes a literary 
description of social revolution (Rosell,  Enfoques sobre la 
revolución social en las Admoniciones de Ipuwer [in:] Cahiers Caribéens d’ 
Egyptologie 18, 2014 :133). 
On the whole, Gardiner´s work and translation have been 
the basis of subsequent studies and was the starting point of 
a series of publications containing the partial or total 
translation of The Admonitions of Ipuwer along with 
comments and some explanatory notes. Among these 
publications we can find: Erman (1927: 92-108); Faulkner (1964: 
24- 36; 1973: 210-229); Lichtheim (1973: 149-163); Serrano Delgado 
(1993: 80-84); Parkinson (1991: 60-61; 121-122; 1998: 166-199; 2002: 204-216); 
Helck (1995); Quirke (2004: 140-150) and Enmarch (2005; 2008). 
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