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Vegetation is universal – the thinner or thicker
green layer of living plants on our planet. Sometimes
vegetation is dense forest, sometimes hidden biodi-
versity of annuals in seemingly bare desert. In all
cases coexisting plants form complex communities
and interact with other trophic levels. Vegetation
science is just as diverse. From the webpage of our
society – International Association for Vegetation
Science (IAVS) – we read that vegetation scientists
deal with theoretical and practical studies of vege-
tation: its composition and structure, history,
classification, distribution, ecology, dynamics,
management and uses in the landscape.

The past year has been successful for our society
and journals. Journal of Vegetation Science pub-
lished 111 papers, the most in a single year since its
founding. However, since manuscript submission is
increasing year after year, we can accept only 20–
30% of submitted papers. Therefore, many excellent
papers, which are not focussed directly on vegeta-
tion science or which have narrow interests, must be
rejected. At the same time, the publication of many
very interesting contributions made us proud of the
Journal of Vegetation Science. As usual, we selected
the Editors’ Award for 2009 among several candi-
dates. The winning paper for 2009, by de Bello et al.
(2009), concerns partitioning of species and func-
tional diversity into alpha and beta components.
Alpha diversity is diversity found within a commu-
nity, beta diversity refers to variability among
communities. Journal of Vegetation Science has been
the flagship in studies of plant traits. Now de Bello

and co-authors have shown that while most varia-
tion in species richness is due to beta diversity, most
trait variation is actually found within each
community (alpha diversity). Moreover, they de-
monstrated that trait convergence and divergence
can occur simultaneously, depending on the trait.
This work has opened a new avenue to explore the
nature of vegetation: how local communities are as-
sembled from the regional species pool.

Several other papers were nominated and here
we mention two that attained almost same score as
the winning study. In a Forum paper, Cousins
(2009) solved the controversy as to why con-
temporary plant diversity in European grassland is
sometimes related to current and sometimes to past
landscape configuration. The latter situation refers
to extinction debt – a phenomenon by which en-
vironmental conditions are no longer favourable for
many species but due to slow population dynamics
diversity remains higher than expected. Cousins as-
sembled several case-studies and showed that
extinction debt is likely if there are still 410% of
grasslands left in the landscape. Forum papers will
contribute to debates of openly current and often
controversial ideas in vegetation science; such con-
tributions are very much appreciated. Sara Cousins
currently serves as Associated Editor for the Journal
of Vegetation Science, but her paper was submitted
and accepted before her appointment. The other
runner-up is a monographic work by Gosling et al.
(2009). They asked whether the distribution of spe-
cies-rich Polylepis woodlands in the Andes is
fragmented due to human influence or natural cau-
ses. Here palaeo-ecology and autecology of
dominant taxa have been elegantly combined. Pol-
len diagrams reveal the 370 000 years of history of
this vegetation to establish that these woodlands
were patchy already before the arrival of humans.
The niche space of Polylepis predicted that ongoing
climate change is dramatically reducing suitable
range for this vegetation. Conservation measures,
however, can take into account this historic knowl-
edge and re-establish woodland in patches to
‘mimic’ the natural fragmented distribution of this
vegetation. To sum up, the Editors’ Award and the
runners-up show the diverse nature of vegetation
science we cover in our journal.
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The initial emphasis of vegetation science was
on documenting, classification and mapping of var-
iation in vegetation. Later, experimental, functional
and theoretical works flourished. The descriptive
work, however, still holds enormous importance,
especially when we see the appearance of novel eco-
systems which have never occurred before (Hobbs et
al. 2009). Statistical methods and algorithms in ve-
getation science are continuously developing and
ecoinformatical advancements to handle large data-
sets have opened new avenues in the survey and
classification of vegetation (e.g. De Caceres et al.
2009; von Wehrden et al. 2009). If one peruses bio-
logical papers in prominent journals, such as Nature
and Science, many are descriptive: new fossil species
or new genes discovered. Together with our sister
journal, Applied Vegetation Science, we have made
several steps to guarantee proper emphasis on solid
descriptive vegetation science. First, our editorial
board already boasts leading vegetation classifica-
tion specialists; nonetheless we have invited
Angelika Schwabe-Kratochwil and Joop Schaminée
as associated editors in Applied Vegetation Science
to strengthen the team even more. Second, special
features on vegetation survey and ecoinformatics
are to be published in Applied Vegetation Science. A
collection of relevant papers from past years are al-
ready freely available from the Virtual Special Issue
on the web page of Applied Vegetation Science.
Third, we have updated instructions to authors in
the aims and scopes of both journals. Publications
on vegetation surveys can benefit from Electronic
Appendices which can include large tables, metho-
dological details and photos. Indeed, we encourage
the authors of all papers to add relevant photos to
Electronic Appendices. This is very helpful to edi-
tors and referees as well as readers. The best photos
are candidates for the cover of our journals.

The ultimate aim of a scientific journal is to
disseminate results to its readership. With our new
publisher, Wiley-Blackwell, we have been very suc-
cessful during the past year. Journal of Vegetation
Science reaches hundreds of institutions and thou-
sands of readers worldwide. We have redesigned the
layout of our journals, while maintaining the essence
of their traditional view. Tens of thousands of arti-
cles were downloaded this year, multiple times more
than we expected. Such progress encourages us to

improve even more. Currently, the first screening by
our editorial team filters out ca. 40% of submissions
that are either not on topic or that have obvious
shortcomings. These decisions can be made very
quickly and authors can find a more suitable journal
for their work without undue delay. If a manuscript
is sent to a co-ordinating editor, it usually takes se-
ven to eight weeks until the first decision. With the
ScholarOne online system, we aim to further in-
crease the speed of our manuscript processing. This
puts greater pressure on our editors and referees but
we maintain that our authors and readers deserve
this effort. We are always very positive when we re-
ceive feedback on our journal and suggestions for
improvement. If you have any concerns or ideas,
please let us know.

Finally, we thank all who have worked for us –
editors, referees, editorial office staff and publishers.
Referees who served us are listed in App. 1.
Together we can make a solid journal to cover the
diverse nature of vegetation science.
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App. 1. Referees who served Journal of Vegetation

Science during 2009. Data from 01 January–24

November 2009. Several referees kindly served

multiple times. Spelling of names is based on Scho-

larOne database.

Lonnie Aarssen
Belen Acosta
Ken Aho
Matthew Albrecht
Bruce Allen
Madhur Anand
Fabien Anthelme
Frederic Archaux
José Arévalo
Cris Armas
Kwabena Asante
Fabio Attorre
Mike Austin
Giovanni Bacaro
Ernesto Badano
Robert Bagchi
Edith Bai
Alexandra Barthelmes
Ignasi Bartomeus
Enric Batllori Presas
John Battles
Suzanne Bayley
Hermann Behling
H. John Birks
Stella Bogino
Robert Booth
Gudrun Bornette
Danilo Boscolo
Oliver Bossdorf
Zoltan Botta-Dukat
Gary Bradfield
Simon Brewer
Peter Brown
Jorg Brunet
Elise Buisson
Richard Busing
Marco Caccianiga
Giandiego Campetella
Robert Capers
Paul Caplat
Michelle Casanova
Alfredo Cascante-Marin
Laura Celesti-Grapow
Paolo Cherubini
Alessandro Chiarucci
Ana M. Cingolani
Matthew Clark

App. 1. (Continued).

Stacy Clark
Beverly Collins
David Coomes
Jonathan Coop
Carolyn Copenheaver
Will Cornwell
Heike Culmsee
Nick Cutler
Mike Dale
Fred Daniels
Nicolas Dassonville
Francesco de Bello
Geert De Blust
Henrik de Knegt
Igor de Silva
Roger del Moral
Jürgen Dengler
Vincent Devictor
Martin Diekmann
Jiri Dolezal
Pablo Donoso
Carsten Dormann
Martin Dovciak
Leandro Duarte
Daniel Dumais
Cecilia Dupré
Anthony Eallonardo Jr.
Dieter Eckstein
Thomas Edwards
Chris Ellis
Feoli Enrico
Nicolai Ermakov
Brigitta Erschbamer
Adrián Escudero
Mario Espı́rito-Santo
Cecilia Excurra
Exequiel Ezcurra
Joerg Ewald
Don Faber-Langendoen
Lorenzo Fattorini
Ron Fensham
T. Patricia Feria
Federico Fernandez-Gonzales
Anton Fischer
Kathryn Flinn
Bruce Forbes
Anna Fosaa
Bryan Foster
Norma Fowler
Shawn Fraver
Jason Fridley
Mark Fulton
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App. 1. (Continued).

Wang Gang
Daniel Garcia
Núria Gassó
Yngvar Gauslaa
Jurasinski Gerarld
David Gibson
Paolo Giordani
Margherita Gioria
Bente Graae
Georg Grabherr
Catherine Graham
Dominique Gravel
Kathryn Greenberg
Nicolas Gross
Antoine Guisan
Qinfeng Guo
Jessica Gurevitch
Sabine Güsewell
Uwe Hacke
Stephen Hallgren
Rense Haveman
Einar Heegaard
Monique Heijmans
Thilo Heinken
Bruno Herault
Tomas Herben
Thomas Hickler
David Hicks
Norbert Hoelzel
Timm Hoffman
William Hoffmann
Milena Holmgren
Claus Holzapfel
Patrick Hommel
Olivier Honnay
Henry Hooghiemstra
C. Hui
Michael Huston
Laura Hyatt
Kristoffer Hylander
Forest Isbell
Maike Isermann
Hans Jacquemyn
Kai Jensen
Eelke Jongejans
Rein Kalamees
Arnon Karnieli
J. Karst
Lori Kayes
Graham Kerley
Zaal Kikvidze
Kari Klanderud

App. 1. (Continued).

Michael Kleyer
Johannes Kollmann
Annemieke Kooijman
Juergen Kreyling
Adele Kuentz
Georg Kunstler
Timo Kuuluvainen
Charles Kwit
Martin Köchy
Eric Lamb
Byron Lamont
David le Maitre
P. Lesica
Ilona Leyer
Stefan Leyk
Feng-Rui Li
Jaan Liira
Yiching Lin
Regina Lindborg
Emanuele Lingua
Ramiro Lopez
Lauro Lopez-Mata
Zdenka Lososova
Ulrich Lüttge
Simona Maccherini
Peter Manning
Michael Manthey
Erika Marin-Spiotta
Alejandro Martinez-Meier
Norman Mason
Fracois Massol
Stefano Mazzoleni
Jan-Eric Mattsson
Marguerite Mauritz
Stephen McCanny
Brian McCarthy
Robert McDonald
Brian McGill
Sonia Mediavilla
Adriano S. Melo
Jeremy Midgely
Juan de Dios Miranda
Stein Moe
Angela Moles
Daniel Montesinos
Aaron Moody
Ladislav Mucina
Akasaka Munemitsu
Thomas Nagel
Jian Ni
Gregory Nowacki
Jenny Ordonez
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App. 1. (Continued).

Gerhard Overbeck
Fransisco Padilla
Timothy Paine
Michael Palmer
Juli Pausas
Sandrine Pavoine
Thomas Peer
Trent Penman
Josep Penuelas
Cord Peppler-Lisbach
Debra Peters
David Peterson
Steward Pickett
Simon Pierce
Valerio Pillar
Marcela Pinillos
W Pockman
H. Wayne Polley
Karel Prach
Y. Pueyo
Francisco Pugnaire
Fabien Quétier
Martha Raynolds
Björn Reineking
Marcel Rejmanek
James Reynolds
Carlo Ricotta
Jane Robbins
Dave Roberts
Duccio Rocchini
Christiane Rosche
K.G. Russell
Christine Römermann
Hakan Rydin
Arturo Sánchez
Katja Schiffers
Sebastian Schmidtlein
K. Schmieder
Steven Seefeldt
Colleen Seymour
Sarah Shafer
Luke Shoo
Gavin Simpson
Christina Skarpe
Martijn Slot
Imelda Somodi
Grégory Sonnier
Bernhard Splechtna
Henry Stevens
Christian Storm
David Zelený

App. 1. (Continued).

Stefan Zerbe
Jess Zimmerman
Gerhard Zotz
Chris Zou
Stephen Talbot
Hans ter Steege
John Terborgh
Norlan Tercero Bucardo
Niels Thevs
Frank Thomas
Kenneth Thompson
Lubomı́r Tichý
Tibor Tóth
Marcelo Trindade
Hanna Tuomisto
Alfonso Valiente-Banuet
Donald Walker
K Walker
Fernando Valladares
Geertje van der Heijden
Rene van der Wal
Stephen van Leeuwen
Vigdis Vandvik
Guohong Wang
Richard Warwick
Harri Vasander
Christopher Webster
John Weishampel
Mark Vellend
Miguel Verdu
Kris Verheyen
Karsten Wesche
Stefan Wester
Thorsten Wiegand
Kerstin Wiegand
Simone Vieira
Martin Wilmking
Andres Vina
Risto Virtanen
Christian Wirth
Pascal Vittoz
Tom Wohlgemuth
James Worrall
Christopher Wright
Monika Wulf
Alan Yeakley
Richard Yeaton
Stephanie Yelenik
Andrew Yost
Kathryn Yurkonis

The nature of vegetation science 5


