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INTRODUCTION

The family Deinopidae C.L. Kock, 1850 
has a broad distribution in tropical and 
subtropical ecosystems worldwide (World 
Spider Catalog, 2018). In Argentina it is 
registered in the northeast of the coun-
try (Figure 1) (Schiapelli y Gerschman de 
Pikellin, 1957; Ávalos et al., 2007; Rubio y 
Moreno, 2010; Escobar et al., 2012), where 
exists the presence of gallery forests 
(Cabrera y Willink, 1973). Schiapelli and 
Gerschman cited the family for the first 
time in 1957 for the province of Misiones, 
describing a new species, Deinopis amica. 
Laborda et al., (2012) reported the first re-
cord for Uruguay. They collected individu-
als of D. amica on the Uruguay River islands 
and coast, close to Fray Bentos City, which 
was, until now, the southernmost limit of 
the family (Figure 1). 

According to Dippenaar-Schoeman and 
Jocqué 1997, the diagnostic characteristics 
of the family are: medium-sized spiders, 
bodies usually elongated, eight eyes in 
three rows and posterior median eyes en-
larged, abdomen with one or two humps, 
entelegyne, cribellate, front legs long and 
slender, three-clawed tarsi. In the field, 
they can be recognized for their small, 
rectangular and expandable web, held 
by the front legs (Brescovit et al., 2002; 
Dippenaar-Schoeman and Jocqué, 1997). 
They are known as ogre-faced spiders or 
net-casting spiders.

In this work, we report the first record 
of the family Deinopidae in the Province 
of Buenos Aires, Argentina. It is also the 
southernmost record for the family in 
South America. 

Figure 1 - Geographic distribution of Deinopis in Argentina and Uruguay. At the left, a picture showing the place 
where the new record was obtained.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The specimen was captured by suc-
tion with G-Vac during a spider survey in 
Punta Lara Natural Reserve (34°47′28.22″S, 
57°59′55.05″W; Figure 1). We used the origi-
nal description of the genus provided by 
MacLeay (1839) and the genus description 
of Coddington et al. (2012) to identify the 
specimen, which was deposited in the arach-
nological collection of Museo de La Plata, 
Argentina (MLP-Ar, L. Pereira curator).

RESULTS

Specimen studied. Deinopis MacLeay, 
1839, juvenile, Punta Lara Natural Reserve 

(34°47′28.22″S, 057°59′55.05″W), 28/04/2017, 
CEPAVE Arachnology laboratory, MLP-Ar 
20100 (Figure 2). 

Authors assume that it probably re-
fers to the species D. amica because of the 
characteristics indicated by Schiapelli and 
Gerschman de Pikelin (1957): the body 
is brownish, the prosoma has a dorsal 
medial-longitudinal light band, and two 
humps of the abdomen are clearly visible. 
The body size is 3.066 mm total length; 
carapace length: 1.229 mm and carapace 
width: 0.839 mm; abdomen length: 1.837 
mm. Legs present black spots, formula 1, 2, 
4, 3. The PME are less than a diameter apart 
and enlarged. There is a fringe of setae be-
side the PME. Abdomen cylindrical, many 
times longer than wide.

Figure 2 - Juvenile specimen of Deinopis from Punta Lara, Buenos Aires, Argentina. A, small hump in the abdomen 
covered by setae; B, typical eyes arrangement of Deinopidae in three rows; C, calamistrum. 



98

GABELLONE C., ADDAMO P., GIAMBELLUCA L., REBOREDO G. AND GONZÁLEZ A.

HISTORIA NATURAL     Tercera Serie     Volumen 8 (1)     2018/95-9898

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The Paraná River runs along through 
Misiones and Corrientes, dragging differ-
ent materials that can serve as transport 
for the arthropods (Achaval et al., 1979; 
Ávalos et al., 2007; Guerrero et al., 2017). 
In the same way, the Uruguay River runs 
along Misiones, Corrientes, Entre Ríos and 
the west side of Uruguay. Along this river 
there are several islands with subtropical 
riparian vegetation. These islands are very 
important as dispersal route for flora and 
fauna between the Parana forest and the 
lower course of this river which is why 
they are being proposed as protected areas 
(Laborda et al. 2012). Within the spider sur-
vey of “Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur”, 
new records of well-known species from 
the Northeast of Argentina were found, 
which expanded their distributional areas 
towards the South due to the river system 
(Zapata and Grismado 2015; Guerrero et 
al., 2017). The vegetation of the Reserva 
Natural Punta Lara (gallery forest) is con-
cordant with those of the previous litera-
ture record sites. This fact could support 
the existence of the biological dispersal 
route cited by Laborda et al. (2012).
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