


Governance, Development, and Social Inclusion
in Latin America

Series Editors
Rebecka Villanueva Ulfgard
International Studies
Instituto Mora
Mexico City, Mexico

César Villanueva
Department of International Studies
Universidad Iberoamericana
Mexico City, Mexico

chavesmarian@gmail.com



This series seeks to go beyond a traditional focus on the virtues of intra-
regional and inter-regional trade agreements, liberal economic policies, and
a narrow security agenda in Latin America. Instead, titles deal with a broad
range of topics related to international cooperation, global and regional
governance, sustainable development and environmental cooperation,
internal displacement, and social inclusion in the context of the Post-2015
Development Agenda — as well as their repercussions for public policy across
the region. Moreover, the series principally focuses on new international
cooperation dynamics such as South-South and triangular cooperation,
knowledge sharing as a current practice, and the role of the private sector in
financing international cooperation and development in Latin America. The
series also includes topics that fall outside the traditional scope of studying
cooperation and development, in this case, (in)security and forced internal
displacement, cultural cooperation, and Buen Vivir among indigenous
peoples and farmers in Latin America. Finally, this series welcomes titles
which explore the tensions and dialogue around how to manage the
imbalance between state, markets, and society with a view to re-articulating
cooperation and governance dynamics in the 21st century.

More information about this series at
http:/ /www.palgrave.com/gp/series /15135

chavesmarian@gmail.com


http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/15135

Maria Eugenia Rausky ® Mariana Chaves
Editors

Living and Working
in Poverty in Latin

America

Trajectories of Children, Youth, and Adults

palgrave
macmillan

chavesmarian@gmail.com



Editors

Maria Eugenia Rausky Mariana Chaves

CONICET, Facultad de Humanidades ~CONICET, Facultad de Trabajo Social
y Ciencias de la Educacién Universidad Nacional de La Plata
Universidad Nacional de La Plata La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Governance, Development, and Social Inclusion in Latin America
ISBN 978-3-030-00900-7 ISBN 978-3-030-00901-4 (eBook)
https://doi.org,/10.1007 /978-3-030-00901-4

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018960400

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer Nature
Switzerland AG 2019

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval,
electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now
known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the
publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Cover image © lutty moreira / Alamy Stock Photo
Cover design: Oscar Spigolon

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature

Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

chavesmarian@gmail.com


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-00901-4

SERIES EDITORS’ PREFACE

Since the heydays of the structural adjustment programs between the
1980s and 1990s, improving the macro-economic outlook of Latin
American economies while sending large groups of people into a perma-
nent state of socio-economic deprivation has been the economic credo of
many nations in the region. As a reaction to these policies, the continent
has been swept by both progressive and conservative waves. First, the vic-
tory of Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (Lula) in 2002 and new anti-poverty
programs brought improvements to many of Brazil’s poor. Also, the “pink
tide” in the late 1990s and 2000s saw leaders like Hugo Chavez, Rafael
Correa, Fernando Lugo, Luiz I. Lula, and Evo Morales put forward a
stronger social agenda during their mandates, aided by the revenues gen-
erated from the “extractives boom”. Then, the pendulum swung again to
the right: Michelle Bachelet was replaced with Sebastidn Pinera, the
Kirschner era was substituted by rightist Mauricio Macri, and Brazil expe-
rienced turbulent political conflict after the ousting of Dilma Rousseff and
the takeover by conservative Michel Temer. Simultaneously, the decreas-
ing demand of China, in particular, for primary resources from the
“Southern Cone” triggered economic slowdown. Many of Latin America’s
economies have limited capacity to find a new competitive role in the
global supply chains since they are dominated by manufacturing industries
and service sectors, but short of innovations and technically intensive pro-
duction processes. Consequently, spending on social policies and welfare
provisions was cut back, and public money invested in boosting the private
sector as generator of growth. Nothing new, then, under the Latin
American sun.
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Throughout this period, organizations like the United Nations
Economic Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC),
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Oxfam, Save the
Children, and many other NGOs presented reports and documents reveal-
ing increasing poverty and socio-economic inequality in the wider conti-
nent.! Year after year following the same trend, over elections and across
the political spectrum, cemented the precariousness experienced by large
groups of people, both in formal and in informal work. The recipe was
always the same everywhere; less government spending, more liberaliza-
tion and deregulation, and more fiscal discipline. The Washington
Consensus at its best. However, the results of many of these policies have
left millions of people without real opportunities to improve their material
conditions in order to escape poverty. Social conflict is on the rise and new
possibilities to bring about social change are nowhere to be found. It is
worth noticing that the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), in June this year, published a report on the risks
with “sticky ceiling” (wealth accumulation, inherited favorable life condi-
tions) and conversely, “sticky floor” (inherited vulnerable life conditions,
low upward mobility), and expressed recommendations for how to pro-
mote more social mobility in the OECD countries.?

For long, Brazil and Mexico, together with Chile, have stood out in
statistics as Latin America’s most unequal countries (as measured by the
Gini Index). More than 15 years since Lula came to power, on July 1,
2018, Mexican voters decided they had had enough of corruption, insecu-
rity, and false promises to curb poverty and inequality, and voted massively
in favor of the leftist candidate, Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador. Known
for using pro-poor rhetoric all along his political life, during his first speech
on the night of the election, the incoming president said: “Para el bien de
todos, los pobres primero” (“For the good of all, the poor people first”).
This credo is actually reflected in the political program; more public money
will be invested in improving the living conditions of more than half of
Mexico’s population, who are poor and extremely poor citizens. Is this a
real move to tackle poverty, or just a political posture to gain power? It is
hard to know if we compare different experiences in the region.

Evidently, political-economic contexts and successive governments’
management of the poverty/inequality dilemma have produced different
impacts on the lives of those individuals coming forward in this volume,
Living and Working in Poverty: Trajectories of Childven, Youth and Adults
in Latin America, edited by Marfa Eugenia Rausky and Mariana Chaves.
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In this original, comparative volume, whose contributing authors have
several years of experience researching these topics, a set of well-known
relevant variables such as age, income, and gender are fundamental when
studying poverty, extreme poverty, and socio-economic inequalities set in
different social contexts and geographical locations across four countries:
Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, and Mexico. However, if one intends to compre-
hend the life dilemmas and the existential vulnerabilities, then the inter-
views which draw from life experiences of girls, boys, adolescents, and
adult women in their childhood, adolescence and adult life, make all the
difference. It is a unique collection of testimonies and analyses of life tra-
jectories shared by many people in Latin America’s deeply unequal
societies.

A significant characteristic of this volume is the common methodolog-
ical-conceptual framework drawing on the life course approach, developed
by Glen H. Elder since the 1970s. Chapter authors analyze different stages
in the lives of individuals approached and their insertion into social struc-
tures like the family, community, and wider society. Some of the authors
combine a quantitative and qualitative methodology, using statistical data
from Permanent Household Surveys and comparing these results with
smaller surveys and in-depth interviews to get a more nuanced picture.
Overall, this volume is characterized by its strong commitment to anthro-
pological and sociological research methodologies such as in-depth inter-
views, participant observation, reconstruction of biographies, and
discourse analysis.

Facing disadvantages and vulnerability is part of a cumulative process,
as the editors capture succinctly in their “Introduction”. These accumu-
lated disadvantages may appear individual but in reality they transcend
both family and class, since they are conditioned by both regional and
local economic-social policies of wealth redistribution; moreover, they
fundamentally limit the horizon of expectations and future plans of the
voices heard throughout this volume. It becomes clear from reading the
individual chapters that children born in poor or even extremely poor
families facing initial disadvantages in childhood—coupled with deficient
support from publicly funded programs/activities targeting education and
social mobility, or absence of such measures—continue leading their lives
in precariousness. This is, starting life with bad odds becomes interwoven
with other disadvantages that together make up vulnerable life courses.? In
other words, to speak with the recent OECD report, many people in Latin
America are stepping on a “sticky floor” in terms of persistent poverty,
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marginalization, and lack of social mobility. Children are particularly vul-
nerable and are less captured by public poverty reduction efforts than
adults. Moreover, women seem to be stuck in poverty more easily than
men. In particular, girls are exposed to “double inequality” because of
their age and because of their sex (indeed, the city can be conceived as an
“adult, masculinized space”, as argued in the first chapter).* The gender
variable plays a crucial role for determining social and work-related roles:
many of the women interviewed entered motherhood at an early age, a
factor often leading to school dropout. To subsist, they became domestic
workers facing job uncertainty, low payment, no social protection or
health protection schemes, exposed to psychological or physical abuses.
The few initiatives there are to organize female domestic workers in spe-
cialized syndicates, for example in Argentina and Mexico, should be mul-
tiplied and their existence facilitated by governments, we contend.

Just as any sound volume that takes social research seriously, the con-
cept of “work” is central for this book: the reader will encounter children
working in the streets, young people being “entrepreneurs” (term here
not used with euphemistic connotation), struggling to reconcile work and
schooling/studying, coping with broken dreams of becoming some-
thing... For many families, putting their children to work is not really
about choices or options but pure necessity to subsist. Therefore, the edi-
tors argue, the debate around child labor has to be context-sensitive, a
claim to be taken seriously. Moreover, many of the interviewees started
working as children, so the problem does not really rest with absence of
work, “but rather the type of work and the material and symbolic rewards
obtained from it”, as the editors point out in their “Introduction”.
Importantly, “the life experiences represented here show that their efforts
to survive were often invisibilized and /or characterized by denigration as
they were stigmatized and blamed for the positions they occupied in soci-
ety”. Seen in this light, the claim that the solution to poverty is “work”
becomes ambiguous, also when taking into consideration that the infor-
mal economy makes up a large share in many Latin American countries.

Some of the chapters point to the gap between the rather ambitious
visions surrounding children’s rights and child labor, women’s rights and
vulnerable groups in society (ethnic minorities, disabled persons, and
elderly people) embedded in the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals towards 2030, endorsed by many Latin American governments, and
the bleak prospects facing the men and women coming forward in this
volume to have their life courses substantially transformed for the better.
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Leading a life exposed to health and security risks in marginalized urban
environments, facing class segregation and discrimination, runs like a red
thread throughout the chapters. Further research could focus on how
governments in the region are addressing work-related stigmatization and
social exclusion, to respond to one of the key pledges in the 2030 Agenda
for Development, “leaving no-one behind”, and enable people to lead
their life with dignity.

Lastly, we believe that those patterns of vulnerability, insecurity, and
exploitation appearing in this volume are shared by many children, adoles-
cents, women, and men in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. This volume
is a much needed contribution from Latin America to the ongoing debate
about living and working in poverty at the downside of political, eco-
nomic, and cultural globalization, and it occupies a special place in this
series on Governance, Development and Social Inclusion in Latin America.

Mexico City, Mexico Rebecka Villanueva Ulfgard
July 10, 2018 César Villanueva
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

Mavia Eugenin Rausky and Mariana Chaves

The life stories we tell in this book, the social conditions we interpret and the
trajectories we analyze occur in territories of Latin America. According to
various studies, this is the most unequal region in the world. Notwithstanding
occasional periods of economic growth, inequality persists and is reproduced
over time, causing serious problems and obstacles for the achievement of the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals looking toward 2030.
Governments, political movements, civil organizations and individuals have
all sought to combat and bring an end to poverty in a myriad of ways through
programs, plans and unequal investment. However, despite these efforts,
poverty persists throughout Latin America. Poverty is reproduced as wealth
is reproduced. While not unique to Latin America, the ongoing mechanisms
that generate poverty and wealth are entrenched in the region’s economic,
productive and social regimes and their systems of wealth accumulation.

M. E. Rausky (<)

CONICET, Facultad de Humanidades y Ciencias de la Educacion,
Universidad Nacional de La Plata, La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina
e-mail: erausky@fahce.unlp.edu.ar

M. Chaves (1<)

CONICET, Facultad de Trabajo Social, Universidad Nacional de La Plata,
La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

e-mail: mchaves@fcnym.unlp.edu.ar
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2 M. E. RAUSKY AND M. CHAVES

The chapters in this volume reconstruct an image of what it is like to
live and work in poverty at different stages of life in four different coun-
tries: Argentina, Brazil, Cuba and Mexico—during the same time frame.
This shared period of time does not imply shared ideologies, public poli-
cies or a similar management of poverty in these countries.

This chapter first traces a brief overview of the Latin American scene to
show structural features of social inequality and poverty. Second, it shares
the conceptual tools used in the research. Third, and finally, it outlines the
structure of this book.

Socro-EcoNoMIC CONTEXT

Latin America, on a continental and historical level, has experimented with
numerous colonial and developmental models, mostly viewed today as
ranging along the neoliberal, neodevelopmental and post-neoliberal spec-
trum. However, it should be remembered that each country has been
through cycles with specific local processes linked to political traditions,
social policy development and different relationships to the global market
and world geopolitics. Sometimes these processes have more or less in
common with other countries in the region.

According to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (CEPAL, 2016), inequality is mainly caused by the heteroge-
neous structure of the economic and productive systems, whereby sectors
of high productivity coexist with sectors of low productivity, often in huge
metropolitan centers (Chavez Molina, 2015). CEPAL (2016) claims that
“The link which connects this heterogeneous productive system and its
inherent inequality in terms of access and quality of employment to the
acute inequality of household income is the labor market. Data on struc-
tural heterogeneity reveal that a high percentage of jobs (43% in 2013) are
concentrated in sectors of low productivity.”

These lower sectors generally do not demand much from workers in
terms of technical skills and offer jobs which can be characterized as informal,
low paid and with little or no access to social security protections. According
to Barcena and Prado (2016), inequalities caused and reproduced by the
productive structure overflow from this sphere, extend into labor and social
spheres and are interwoven with inequalities of gender, ethnicity, race and
age. Hence, there is a notably higher percentage of young people, women
and nondominant ethnic groups in conditions of poverty.

Although poverty and inequality have persisted in structural terms in our
societies, several indicators show that the evolution of recent decades has
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not occurred uniformly. Subsequent to the well-known “structural adjust-
ment” suffered by Latin American economies throughout the neoliberal
agenda of the 1990s, the early 2000s saw a post-neoliberal turnaround in
some countries of the region. This occurred in both Argentina and Brazil,
where widespread measures were undertaken to combat poverty and
inequality (Pérez Sainz, 2014). Other countries such as Mexico, on the
other hand, have remained faithful to the dominant neoliberal agenda.

The early 2000s saw notable economic changes throughout the world,
and although Latin America and the Caribbean retained their standing as the
most unequal region, the Gini' index showed some gains compared to the
previous decade. Improved distribution of wealth was registered in 15 of the
17 Latin American countries with the exception of Costa Rica and the
Dominican Republic. This trend took place within a context of sustained
economic growth and the reduction of poverty in the region (Jiménez,
2015). It is worth noting, however, that these statistics allow for a homoge-
nized overview which does not reveal the specific reality of each country and
certain internal populations which have continued to remain in poverty.

One of the most evident expressions of inequality, as shown by CEPAL
(2018), is the income gap found at the extremes of wealth distribution.
According to data from a survey of households in 2016, the richest quintile
received 45% of income wealth, while the average income of the lowest quin-
tile received only 6% of income wealth. Moreover, the income of the richest
10% is approximately equivalent to the lower three quintiles which make up
60% of the population. The same source also demonstrates that the income
gap between the groups of highest and lowest incomes has been reduced
since the beginning of the early 2000s. Between 2000 and 2012, the income
of the first quintile went from 4.8% to 6.2% while that of the fifth quintile
decreased from 50.7% to 45.0%. This trend toward lowering inequality con-
tinued from 2012 to 2016 but, to a lesser degree, causing some analysts to
refer to a standstill in the process of the reduction of income inequality.

Another interesting finding from the Gini index? is that Latin America
showed an average value of 0.467 in 2016; however, when we compare three
of the countries under study, Brazil and Mexico are found to have values over
0.500, while Argentina shows values less than 0.400 (CEPAL, 2018).

The reduction in Gini values was accompanied by a decrease in poverty,
notably in urban areas, from 2002 to 2008. Economic expansion resulted
in an increase in employment together with a moderate increase in real
incomes for households. This together with a series of social policy
measures brought down the figures for poverty by 25% and extreme pov-
erty® by 33%. The global economic crisis of 2008-2009 affected economic
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growth, but measures for protecting wages and jobs, together with a
speedy recovery in growth, meant that poverty did not increase and con-
tinued to decline in the first decade of the twenty-first century (Fuentes
Knight, 2014). Data show 45.9% of the Latin American population in
poverty in 2002 and 12.4% in extreme poverty, with figures reaching their
lowest point in 2014 showing 28.5% and 8.2%, respectively. However, this
promising trend began to slow down and even show a reversal in later
years. In 2015 the figures rose to 29.8% and 9% and then again in 2016
and 2017 with 30.7% of the population in poverty and 10% in extreme
poverty (CEPAL, 2018).

Age and gender are key factors in the incidence of poverty and extreme
poverty, as revealed in our interviews with girls, boys, adolescents and
adult women. In Latin America, children 0-14 years make up the largest
category of persons in conditions of poverty, reaching a figure of 60%
(almost double that of person of 60 years or older). Children are also 50%
more likely to suffer extreme poverty than the rest of the population. The
reduction in the poverty rate during the period 2002-2006 did not affect
all age groups in the same way. For children it was reduced by little more
than a fifth, while for most adults of working age, there was almost a 50%
reduction. Therefore, as of 2016, 47 out of 100 children under 15 con-
tinue to live in conditions of poverty and 17 out of 100 continue to live in
conditions of extreme poverty (CEPAL, 2018).

As regards gender variables, the CEPAL data on poverty and extreme
poverty did not show a substantial difference in aggregated rates: 31.3% of
women compared to 30.1% of men were in poverty, while the extreme
poverty rates were 10.2% and 9.8%, respectively. However, there are nota-
ble differences when certain life stages are studied; a higher rate of poverty
was found in women 15-29 and 30-59 years (CEPAL, 2018).

As mentioned above, the labor market functions as a space where the
major effects of structural inequality are found, where the rewards of pro-
ductivity are distributed, where employment and wages are stratified and
where there is access or obstacles to social security (Barcena and Prado,
2016). The period 2002-2013 saw a notable reduction in unemployment
(2.8%) across the region, with women and young people, who had system-
atically suffered higher than average unemployment, benefiting from this
trend. However, the current recession in some parts of the region and low
growth in others has effected a reversal of this trend, with a slight increase
in unemployment for the first time since 2009 (the second since 2002).
The decrease in urban employment by 0.3% has led to more self-generated
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work which often means a worsening in working conditions and access to
benefits (CEPAL, 2016).

This brief overview of some key indicators for the Latin American scene
aims to give the reader an idea of the structural context within which the life
trajectories of this book are set. The girls and boys, youth and adult women
whose lives are represented here occupy the most disadvantaged positions in
the social structure, working from an early age in activities with low income
and low skill. They are the most vulnerable, a sector of the population which
have barely benefitted from regional economic improvements.

METHODOLOGICAL TOOLS

A qualitative approach was used in the research compiled for this volume.
This serves, on one hand, to provide a perspective from the point of view
of the individual concerning his or her own trajectory and conditions of
life and, on the other hand, to appreciate each particular case within its
own location. Interviews were the main tool for data collection, although
some researchers also used participant observation and mixed methods,
combined with quantitative statistical sources. Types of analysis also vary
and include discourse analysis and statistical analysis. However, the central
thread of the compilation is the focus on life course and the interpretation
of trajectories concerning work and poverty.

The life course approach is a theoretical and methodological perspec-
tive which recognizes the importance of different stages in the lives of
agents and their insertion in specific historical contexts and emphasizes the
interdependency of individuals and the important role of the family as the
space where a person first interprets the social world. The key principles of
this approach are (1) socio-historical and geographical location, (2) timing
of lives, (3) heterogeneity or variability, (4) “linked lives” and social ties to
others, (5) human agency and personal control and (6) how the past
shapes the future (Elder, 1994, 1998; Elder, Kirkpatrick Johnson, &
Crosnoe, 2003).

The approach is not new but has gained increasing vitality in recent
years, particularly in Latin America where several authors have studied
trajectories in relation to inequalities (Bayon, 2015; Mora Salas & de
Oliveira, 2014; Saravi, 2009, 2015). Other authors who have revitalized
the sociological debate on inequality in relational rather than asymmetrical
terms are Dubet (2015), Goldthorpe (2012), Reygadas (2004 ), Therborn
(2015) and Tilly (2000).
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The chapters of this book comprise studies which use this general meth-
odological framework, and while not all the elements of the original
approach are used by every writer, all of them analyze life trajectories within
their different socio-historical contexts and geographical locations. Each
chapter outlines the specific context of each country where the social inter-
actions take place, and positions are represented both as perceived and as
occupied. The study of Argentina over three chapters analyzes different
stages in the life course: childhood, youth and adulthood. Childhood tra-
jectories were studied in Mexico, youth in Brazil and adulthood in Cuba,
allowing a level of comparison between the different realities of poverty
and work in the different socio-political contexts and an understanding of
the multiple ways in which poverty is reproduced.

Researchers in many countries in Latin America are faced with the
methodological difficulty of limited written records related to individuals
in their different life stages; therefore the reconstruction of trajectories,
through biographical narratives and interviews, provides an extremely
valuable tool for gaining knowledge about the reality of life in poverty. In
this vein, we are aware that the use of only women’s trajectories in the
chapter on adulthood could be seen as limiting and that the life stage of
old age is absent from this study. However, we hope to provide an insight
into diverse realities of poverty in different life stages and to show how
disadvantage is a cumulative process which severely affects any future plans
of the subjects. Both the adult women studied in Cuba and the young
people studied in Argentina had been living in poverty as children and
adolescents. In our commitment to social change, we sincerely hope that
the children living in poverty who participated in this research will be able
to tell us at a future date that their life conditions of adolescence and
adulthood have been favorably transformed.

The life course approaches in this compilation confirm the hypothesis
that life in poverty is frequently socially influenced by a series of accumu-
lated disadvantages which may appear individual, but which transcend fam-
ily and class, are conditioned by both regional and local social policies of
wealth redistribution and are determined in many ways by the position of
each country within the global economy. This body of work also disputes
the idea that the solution to poverty is “work.” The problem is not the lack
of work itself, since the subjects have worked since they were children, but
rather the type of work and the material and symbolic rewards obtained
from it. The life experiences represented here show that their efforts to
survive were often invisibilized and /or characterized by denigration as they
were stigmatized and blamed for the positions they occupied in society.
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OUTLINE OF THE Book

In Chap. 2, Begona Leyra Fatou presents a study on child labor in Mexico
The main objective of this chapter is to analyze the limits established
between the city as an adult, masculinized space and the girls who work in
the streets of Mexico City. By means of an ethnographic approach, this
study deals with three aspects that are essential to an understanding of this
phenomenon. First, the spaces of girls” work will be analyzed, visibilizing
the double inequalities to which they are exposed because of their age and
because of their sex. Second, gender differences in working conditions
comparatively with a group of boys. Finally, based on the analysis of these
inequalities, it is necessary to review the discourses and programs of social
attention to childhood derived from the 2030 Global Agenda on
Sustainable Development.

In Chap. 3, Marfa Eugenia Rausky shares the results of a mixed meth-
ods research project developed between 2014 and 2016 in the urban area
of the city of La Plata (Buenos Aires, Argentina), with children who work
in the streets. Through the analysis of the life stories of these workers, this
research aims to reveal the heterogeneous ways in which the new genera-
tions inhabit a part of their life course: childhood and youth. The recon-
struction of the trajectories allows showing the different risks to which
these children are exposed throughout childhood, as well as the different
ways in which integration into the social fabric can be blocked.

In Chap. 4, Gonzalo Assusa and Mariana Chaves analyze how people
between 15 and 24 years old work and live in poverty. These young people
have several years of working experience, since most of them began working
during childhood or adolescence and are part of families—both nuclear and
extended—with low incomes. Methodologically, the text has been based on
the complement of field work by the two authors. Chaves’s field work was
located in a suburban neighborhood of the city of La Plata (Province of
Buenos Aires), and Assusa’s field work was located in different neighbor-
hoods of the city of Coérdoba (Province of Cérdoba). Both made interviews
and kept records of participant observation. Population analysis through
Permanent Household Survey (PHS) processing is also provided, contrib-
uting elements for an initial characterization of the situation of working and
poor youth in Argentina, which also allows us to make diachronic (change
in time) and synchronic (differences and inequalities among social classes)
comparisons that make possible for readers from other regions to under-
stand the strong trends in social conditions in Argentina. The richness of
combining both data records and the complement of quantitative and
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qualitative results provide a much wider interpretation framework for the
analyzed phenomenon.

In Chap. 5, Ana Karina Brenner and Paulo Carrano focus on the pro-
cesses of poor young people going into adult life taking the relationship
between school and work as the main vector. The empirical basis of the
discussion comes from quantitative and qualitative data obtained through
the study “Jovens Fora de Série” (outstanding holdbacks) about young
high-school students in the city of Rio de Janeiro between 2013 and 2015.

In Chap. 6, Débora Gorban and Ania Tizziani focus on the labor trajec-
tories of a group of women who enter the labor market mainly through paid
domestic work. The study of these trajectories will enable us to see how the
characteristics of the ways that they enter the market considerably limit their
occupational mobility. For this reason, the form of labor mobility observed
among domestic workers is strictly horizontal. In cases when workers do
find a way out of domestic employment, it is into other occupations with
similar characteristics. Based on a qualitative study that have been carrying
out in Buenos Aires since 2009, the chapter examines these forms of mobil-
ity so as to account for the dynamics of inequality that limit the horizon of
opportunities for women from popular sectors in the world of work.

In Chap. 7, Magela Romero Almodovar, based on a qualitative study,
proposes a reading of the configuration and reconfiguration processes expe-
rienced by domestic workers and paid domestic work in the informal space
after the labor restructuring process, who has been implementing since
2008 in Cuba. There are problems associated with this type of work, which
reappear and worsen in the current context and could be pointing to possible
setbacks in terms of social equity and gender. In this sense, it is interesting to
understand how these women have reached this situation, what and how
their labor trajectories have been, how social inequalities in this sector are
(re) configured within the current context, which persist in relation to previ-
ous periods and what factors have contributed to reproduce them over time.

Finally, the Conclusion reflects on the main results from each chapter
and points to future research in the main areas of study.

NoOTES

1. The Gini coefficient measures the empirical difference between persons or
households relative to what would be a line of perfect equality. Values from
0 to 1 calculate the absolute difference in the average incomes of two per-
sons selected randomly from the population compared to the overall average
income in that society.
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2. The work by Gasparini, Bracco, Galeano and Pistorio (2018) on inequality
in developing countries categorizes a country as one of very high inequality
if it has a Gini value 50 or above, high for a coefficient between 40 and 50,
medium for between 30 and 40 and low inequality if the value is below 30.

3. In Latin America, the measurement of poverty is made through the use of a
“poverty line” based on estimating the income that a household, according
to its composition, requires to satisty its basic food and non-food needs. For
it: (1) the income that households receive is calculated, and (2) the value of
the Total Basic Basket (CBT) is calculated, which determines the poverty
line. Households with incomes lower than the CBT are poor, and those who
do not reach to cover the Basic Food Basket (CBA) live in extreme poverty.
In developed countries there is a tendency to use a “relative” criterion,
which sets the poverty line in relation to the average income of'a country. In
this way, poverty is considered a situation of “relative deprivation,” in which
an individual is more or less poor according to how much others have.
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CHAPTER 2

Resizing Children’s Work: Anthropological
Notes on Mexican Girls

Begona Leyra Faton

INTRODUCTION

Mexico City is one of the most populous cities in the world, presenting a
cultural mosaic of opportunities, bursting with social and historic references.
While I walked through its streets, squares, and boulevards, I encountered
an apparently diverse or pluralistic population that has made the street its
own habitat of subsistence, with markets, tianguis,' street peddling, impro-
vised stalls, and so on. This is a way of life in which the separation of the
formal sphere from the informal, and the private sphere from the public
one, is notably difficult to define.

Among this diversity of working people, I frequently found girls in dit-
ferent urban activities: working at stalls selling food, vegetables, and other
articles; peddling at traffic lights, in the subway, on the micros’; perform-
ing these jobs within the family sphere or through a contractual relation-
ship (implicit or explicit).
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The ages of the girls varied, as well as the type and significance of the
tasks performed, and each girl’s own perception of the concept of work.
According to information on the phenomenon of children’s work, there
are more boys than girls working outside their homes in Mexico and girls
arc more often relegated to domestic tasks (INEGI, 2015; STPS, 2014).
Girls are to be seen selling products in different areas of the city, as singers,
musicians, clowns, pepenadoras, window cleaners, baggers in supermar-
kets: girls’ labor takes many forms and warrants adequate analysis.

The origins of children’s work in Mexico are complex and multifaceted
(UNICEF, 1999). On one hand, some types are driven by development,
in the form of regional imbalances, unequal distribution of incomes,
explosive urban growth, and the dispersion and isolation of the rural pop-
ulation. The process known as megalopolization (Luna & Gémez, 1992)
also plays a part, as well as the migratory influxes experienced by Mexico
City in different decades of the twentieth century, especially from 1980 to
the present. On the other hand, new social processes have also contributed
to this phenomenon: migratory currents incorporating increasingly large
populations of minors and women, as well as family disintegration and the
increase in single-parent homes (mainly headed by women), leading to
changes in cultural norms and values (Estrada, 1999a).

Current economic policy has also encouraged the creation of family-run
businesses that require a specific kind of work force. These businesses have
resorted to networks of relatives to sustain themselves. As a consequence of
these combined circumstances, one out of every five families does not obtain
sufficient income for food, while one out of every two people who live in the
country and one out of every nine of those in the city live in conditions of
extreme poverty (ILO, 2016; UNICEE-CONEVAL, 2013).

In this context, this study’s aim was to discover the particularities of
working girls compared to working boys and the girls’ differentiated pro-
cesses of socialization, leading to inequalities and fewer social rights. I also
wanted to review how studies on childhood can help to avoid these
injustices.

Writing about girls means writing about women: from childhood to
adulthood, the historical succession of discrimination and marginalization
exercises significant influence on how their life stories play out. For adult
women, this disadvantageous situation has created an enormous parallel
response in theoretical and scientific production, rebellion, and vindica-
tion, mainly through the feminist movement. However, writing about
girls implies additional challenges due to the lack of specific information
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included about them in childhood studies. They are lost in the gap between
studies of women and studies of “children,” where boys, whose situation
does not always reflect that of girls, predominate as subjects. Therefore,
this study attempts to unite two theoretical spheres that have traditionally
been differentiated: women and childhood. My objective is to cast a ray of
light on working children, from the particular experience of girls.

Based on assumptions of urban anthropology, gender, and work and
understanding childhood as a crucial period in our lifetime that deter-
mines possibilities and leaves lasting impressions (Saravi, 2015), in this
chapter I intend to analyze the limits established between the city as a
masculine, adult space and the girls working in the streets of Mexico City.
I will also explore some of the strategies they have created for cushioning
the challenges presented by work and living environments, finding ways to
reconstruct their perception of the city and create less harmful spaces
within it, despite the structural complexity that surrounds them.

By viewing these girls through this particular lens, I intend to demon-
strate how gender, class, and ethnic inequalities that are influenced by
context and formed throughout childhood have a direct impact on their
adult lives. Likewise, this chapter reveals how a gender-based analysis of
these studies constitutes a fundamental tool for analyzing how inequalities
and differences in life experience in the urban area are expressed and how
the area contributes to reproducing gender relationships within each spe-
cific geographic, social, and time context (Ciocoletto, 2004; Chant, 2013;
Duran, 2008; Fala, 2002; Falt & Segovia, 2007).

From the feminist studies perspective, an attempt has been made to
address these inequalities, advocating for intersectional approaches that
explain the persistent poverty, discrimination, and exclusion of millions of
human beings, and how these inequalities are formed and reinforced from
birth. Gender inequality is not a women’s issue, but rather a social issue
since it affects the overall process of growth and development. When we
discuss the significance of gender, inequality is a crucial factor, whether it
is related to power, access to resources, or the ability to make decisions.
The rules, values, and norms that control the sexual division of work and
the distribution of resources, wealth, responsibilities, power, and so on are
the critical elements that comprise the nature of gender inequality in dif-
ferent spaces and societies (Carballo & Leyra, 2017). Gender inequality
varies depending on time and space, which gives rise to what is known as
the geography of gender (Kabeer, 2015). This geography of gender helps
us explain the differences in institutions, repeating patterns in homes, and
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gender divisions associated with resources and responsibilities that occur
in different regions of the planet. Similarly, this chapter also focuses on
distinctions between productive and reproductive, paid and unpaid, and
domestic and public. Lastly, this study and approach toward Mexican girls
also aims to contribute some ideas for consideration regarding the chal-
lenges presented by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which
recognizes the interconnection between gender inequalities, the deficient
fulfillment of the rights of women and girls, and the issues presented by
the current inequitable and unsustainable economic governance.

METHODOLOGY

This chapter is but a limited selection of observations and a reflection of the
data obtained during ethnographic fieldwork performed in longitudinal
sequence from September 2002 to September 2005 (in two phases of work
for a total of 21 months) with working girls and their family environments
in Mexico City. This research was carried out using the characteristic tech-
niques of social and cultural anthropology (classic or holistic ethnography)
(Bernard, 2002; Hammersley & Atkinson, 1994; Reeves, Kuper, & Hodges,
2008) and the qualitative techniques of the social sciences in general (Denzin
& Lincoln, 1994; Garcia Ferrando, Alvira, Alonso, & Escobar, 2015; Strauss
& Corbin, 1990). The techniques used were (i) individual (semi-structured)
in-depth interviews; (ii) informal (unstructured) interviews; (iii) participant
observation of the boys and girls in various common areas, as well as obser-
vations of their families and communities, accompaniment in their work
routines, help with homework, and accompaniment in play activities; (iv)
life stories from the girls considering the theoretical and methodological
hypotheses of the life course perspective (Elder, 1998) and work genealo-
gies of their families; (v) review of bibliographic, journalistic, and documen-
tary sources; (vi) consultation of statistical sources and social indicators; (vii)
analysis of drawings (combined with the interviews with the youngest boys
and girls), undertaken with the aim of searching for aspects of the socializa-
tion surrounding children’s work.

Scientific work on childhood ethnography is not highly developed, and
this caused some difficulty at first, as other strategies were needed to approach
the subject, working girls, adapting the ethnographic techniques to the dif-
ferent conditions of each case. For example, I combined interview techniques
with drawings, which provided a great deal of information and were a way of
overcoming the monotony of a regular interview for a nine-year-old girl.
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The interviews came after a long period of other approaches, after playing
games, helping with homework, and, always, working previously with the
family. Similarly, participant observation was crucial for my work, providing
more data than the interviews themselves. As such, a qualitative approach
was essential to this work on childhood, given that quantitative data alone
would have made it impossible to reach deeper into the issue. Boys and girls
are social subjects with rights, and the holistic vision offered by ethnographic
research helps to understand this complexity. A number of important inter-
national studies on childhood also support the importance of going back to
ethnography with boys and girls in order to understand the different phe-
nomena and contexts that surround them (Atkin, 2016; Boyden & Ennew,
1997; Brannen & O’Brian, 1995; Christensen & James, 2000; De Lecuw,
Borgers, & Strijbos-Sits, 2002; Holzscheiter, 2016; Liebel, Overwien, &
Recknagel, 2001; Mayall, 2002; Myers, 1999; Schlemmer, 2000).

I chose seven observation sites for my fieldwork: the neighborhood of
Tepito, Colonia Morelos, the Central Supply Station of Mexico City,
Colonia Santa Maria La Ribera, Sonora Market, La Merced Market, and
the Chimalhuacidn garbage dump. These sites held a vast representation of
types of children’s work, as well as being areas of importance for trade
activity in Mexico City. I chose 29 girls (and their respective households)
according to variables such as the type of work carried out by the girls, the
type of household to which they belonged—taking into consideration
residence and relationship criteria—the place of work, and their ages.
These girls were between 4 and 15 years of age (in Mexico the celebration
of the 15th birthday, “the quinceasnera,” is a ritual which marks the transi-
tion from childhood to adolescence), and they worked oz the street® and
in public areas (alone or accompanied) within the urban area (specifically
in the Mexico City Metropolitan Area). I included the working girls and
their families, as well as some working boys, within the scope of observa-
tion and analysis, which enabled me to analyze gender differences. I car-
ried out a total of 81 in-depth interviews.

Regarding the contents of the interviews, I structured the interview
designs for adults, boys, and girls in four main blocks: sociodemographic
data, socialization and family /domestic unit, work, and ideological aspects.
These four blocks are fundamental to fully understanding the meaning of
children’s work; they unfailingly complement one another in understand-
ing the complexity of this phenomenon.

The criteria for selecting the domestic units, starting with the girls as
the point of reference (this being the reason that all ethnographic quotes
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and references to kinship are in relation to the girl who is Ego), were
determined according to certain variables such as the kind of work the girl
did, the kind of household to which she belonged (taking criteria of resi-
dence and kinship into account), the place of work, and age. The girls
belonged to households with the following structure: 12 extended house-
holds (4 of them were reconstructed houscholds?), 11 nuclear houscholds
(7 of which were reconstructed), 5 monoparental nuclear families (headed
by women), and 1 extended monoparental family (headed by a woman).

When I analyzed these domestic units, I broke them down by the num-
ber of members, age, job typology, work space, and other data that could
be relevant to the study (such as the dynamics of production, reproduc-
tion, and consumption)—understanding the complexities of the families
helps to understand the reality that surrounds the working girls and the
particular details of their life and work.

The jobs girls do (job typologies) that were finally selected were:

peddling (in open areas or inside the indoor market)
sales at a chdchara® stall

stall assistant at an indoor market

collection and sale of cardboard

salesperson in the abarrotes® shop

sales in a permanent street stall

lava trastes’

salesperson at a shoe stall

cooking assistant

maquiln doméstica® or home production worker
pepenadora’® in an open-air garbage dump and pepenadorain a closed
market container

clown and outdoor artistic activities

cerillita'®

food server

beggar!!

It is also important to highlight the fact that many of the girls combined
different tasks and activities. The simultaneous combination of activities
depended on other momentary, family, and economic factors, as will be
shown in the analytical section of this chapter.
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TuE Crry AND THE GIRLS: INCOMPATIBLE SPHERES? SOCIAL
CoNTROL AND USE OF SPACE

From a theoretical approach, we can see how people in charge of urban
planning usually work with abstract categories such as “population,”
“homes,” and “families”; consequently, the answers they give on these
matters do not consider the diversity of needs in the social universe, nor
do they contribute to reducing gender discrimination (Fala, 2002).
Studies for which the Urban Habitat is understood as a historical-social
construction have necessarily led to intersections between different disci-
plines and fields of knowledge. In these studies, gender analysis constitutes
a basic tool for analyzing how inequalities and differences in life experi-
ence in an urban space are expressed and how this space contributes to
reproducing gender relationships in each specific geographic, social, and
time context (Ciocoletto, 2004; Chant, 2013; Duran, 2008; Fala, 2002;
Falt & Segovia, 2007).

Traditionally, the abovementioned studies and the actual social config-
uration and construction of men and women and boys and girls have rel-
egated women to the private sphere, considering the public and productive
sphere to be for men. For several decades, the feminist movement!? has
tried (with partial success) to demolish these exclusionary dichotomies by
promoting equality between men and women and otherwise rethinking
ways to approach gendered power relationships. Major demands arising
through different waves of feminism include ending the patriarchy, vindi-
cating the public significance of the personal sphere, denouncing oppres-
sion against women, advocating for sexual and reproductive rights as well
as voluntary abortion, and seeking equality in the professional and/or
educational fields. Currently, regardless of great progress, these demands
are still a key feature of political agendas focused on women and girls.

Critical contributions by feminists call into question the universal prin-
ciples of the studies, with the aim of overcoming women’s invisibility. This
invisibility is especially remarkable in the urban field. Studies of general-
ized paradigms often consider “masculine” as a universal trait and “femi-
nine” as a particular one, falling once more into dangerous dichotomies
built around the relationships between genders.!? In the case of the girls
in this study, the same thing happens as with studies about women: they
are encompassed within a masculine space, while their specific experiences
of the phenomenon and situations studied are largely ignored, silenced,
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and considered too obvious to mention. However, these other studies
(e.g. Anker, 2000; Bar-Din, 1995; Bey, 2003; Cunningham & Viazzo,
1996) leave aside anthropological reflections and social interventions such
as the participation of girls in public spheres; work as an element of social-
ization and as part of family relationships; the use of time, space, and
money; and the different proportions of social control for girls and boys.
They fail to take into consideration the differences in gender, thus per-
petuating the legitimacy of inequalities due to the weight of tradition and
culture.

Being a girl and a woman in Mexico (as in many other parts of the
world) carries a complex moral burden, as the market and the streets
where they work are a common area, where everything is known, and they
must look after their image, watch what they do and with whom. Following
the dichotomies of the male-centered model, boys are considered “by
nature” to be more rebellious, more independent and autonomous, and
therefore lower levels of demand and control are directed toward them
than toward girls and women.

The following anecdotes provide a sense of women’s own perception of
the dangers inherent in their lives:

Well, you already know it is more dangerous for a woman than for a man and
truthfully, well yes, I say to women: “such-and-such o time” and at such-and-such
a time they have to be herve, I worry morve about the givls than the men. (Mother
of a 15-year-old working girl)

When we have permission to go out, I feel as if [my brother | has more because he
is o man, and when I want to go out, my mother only says “who are you going
with, and I want you herve at such-and-such a time”, or she even waits for me
until I come back. (14-year-old working givi)

Female presence depends on the environments and on the different jobs
performed in them: for example, women’s visibility is greater in areas like
kitchens, meal preparation, or the sale of food products, due to “women’s
domestic role” being extended to the public sphere.

When asked what work women and men and boys and girls do, the
majority answered that women work in meals and food and that men do
not (when one actually sees many men working in food-related jobs).
They also stated that girls looked after younger brothers and sisters, while
their brothers worked outside the home.
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Women work in kitchens, they prepare food, make tortillns, wash the dishes (...)
there ave hardly any men...well, theve ave but they work in diffevent things such
as the tortillerin, selling keys, coffee. (Brother of 13-year-old working givl)

Other givls also stay home looking after their younger brothers and sisters while
their brothers work outside the house. (9-year-old working givl)

In other areas, we see how discourse and practice continuously contradict
one another as women realize that they work more hours than many men.
This is demonstrated through income differences, despite the continuing
expectation that men should assume the family’s “expenses.” The image
of the man as “head of the family” persists, and it is interesting to see how
in homes led by women, the absence of men makes women more strict
when controlling their children, especially their girls, as there is certain
fear of harassment for “looking” vulnerable, without a male figure to
“protect” them. This vulnerability that is assumed in girls is gradually
assimilated by them and turns into a greater dependence on men (who
may be their fathers, brothers, friends, partners, or boyfriends). This also
encourages them to develop worse future prospects. Many subjects either
had not even thought about their future or already assumed it would
involve tasks of assistance and care.

One example of this situation is the interesting response by the mother
of'a 15-year-old girl, a discourse that captures all the weight of “how things
should be.” Her daughter’s future (at least on the level of discourse) is
conceived according to the man she will marry, reflected particularly in the
phrase “she will leave me.” Her son’s future, due to patrilocal residence,
will remain within the organization and decisions of the family.

If she did not get married, as long as she is with me, I plan to send her to school;
she should keep studying, finish that degree and go on to another. And if she gets
married, she won’t be able to, because if her husband lets her, I could help with
the expenses so that she can keep studying, I would talk to him and tell bim, let
her finish studying this, even if I have to pay the expenses, well, yes, because 1
would really like her to finish studying this degree. If, once she finishes she doesn’t
get marrvied, 1 alveady told my son, too, son, keep studying, but it’s easier for
him, you go to school, keep studying, if you end up getting marvried and you’re
Living with your wife, I can help you, don’t worry about that, even though you’re
grown up, keep studying (...) if you get marvied ov get together with someone
and you want to finish the degree you’re doing, or you want to continue, you
can, because, imagine, if e is going to school and his wife is at home, I can take
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care of the expenses, that’s my idea, help his wife and he can continue studying.
For her (her daughter), this is harder, she will go away from me, maybe my son
will live with me, I can’t know that, and she is my dawghter, Pm not going to
sy then go away, she needs to find a house. I have also thought about if she gets
marrvied and things don’t go well, Dd bring her back to my house or go get her
and help her to see where she could go and live with him, if 1 see that they both
get along, well, Id belp them, but if 1 see that be isn’t getting along with her,
well, then Id talk to my daughter, see what you shonld do. But as for studying,
I can’t, because that depends on him, on her husband, no matter how much 1
would talk to bim, but if he doesn’t want her to, I can’t make him. (Mother of
a 15-year-old working girl)

Then there is the case of another girl who, despite the importance her
mother places on marriage and on the attention that she should give to
her husband, still wants to join the army in the future:

No, I don’t want to be a teacher any more, I want to go into the army, because
1 like it, but my mother says she doesn’t want me to go into the army, because she
says if I end up getting marrvied, Il devote myself more to the army than if 1
get married and have my childven. (12-year-old working givl)

However, reality often weighs more than any hint of change, so girls’
expectations are lower and their plans are limited.

The future...well, I have never bad plans for the future, 'm not one of those
people who makes plans, becawnse I feel like 1 make plans and then everything
falls apart, so whatever comes will come and, if things go well for me, that’s
good, and if things go badly, well there’s nothing to do abont it... I think that
LIl work until I meet someone who loves me and marvies me, I don’t know,
because Pm not going to quit this job. (13-year-old wovking givl)

WOoRrxING CONDITIONS FROM A GENDER PERSPECTIVE:
JoB ROUTINES AND TASKS ASSIGNED

As with other events that involve women and girls, and especially girls,
work has been considered in scientific studies as a generalized whole, with-
out considering the specific elements faced by women and girls as a group,
as distinct from those of men and boys.!* Likewise, the definition of work
has included numerous meanings with a certain amount of overlap and
ambiguity between them. Neither have the important contributions of
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women’s work to societies (not only within the family in the strict sense
and/or in the reproductive sphere) always been considered worthy of
analysis.!®

From a feminist point of view, if we are to develop a more realistic per-
spective of social analysis, we should include the different activities people
carry out to satisfy their subsistence needs. Thus, we can observe how our
industrialized societies work and subsist by means of processes we could
call “production and reproduction.” Goods, people, and relationships are
produced and reproduced. All of these processes are completely related
and interconnected and inseparable. Human participation in these pro-
cesses is usually called work, employment, or activity, and the definitions
and limits of each—perhaps with the exception of employment—are
unclear. Among these “jobs or activities,” three can be pointed out as the
most relevant, both for their magnitude and for their meaning: employ-
ment (or self-employment), housework for the family, and citizen engage-
ment. The first, employment, is socially assigned to men. Unlike other
forms of work, employment is remunerated and is therefore the only one
that the economy considers legitimate “work.” The second, housework,
has traditionally been carried out by women with the objective of caring
for human life. The third, also known as volunteer work, includes a large
variety of activities carried out in different social spaces and plays a signifi-
cant role in what we could call social cohesion (Carrasco, 2004, 2013;
Pérez Orozco, 20006, 2015).

There has been criticism from different disciplines regarding the ambi-
guity or lack of precision given to the concept of “work,” especially when
the term is applied to the activities carried out by women and girls. This
criticism argues that this category is biased in nature, emphasizing the
need to analyze different forms of work activity, both remunerated and
unremunerated. This is particularly true when comparing the terms
“work” and “employment”: traditionally, the term “work” was used in a
wider sense (covering remunerated and unremunerated work), while the
term “employment” refers specifically to remunerated commercial work
(Benerfa, 2005; Benerfa, May, & Strassmann, 2011; Carrasco, 2004,
2013; Elson, 1979, Elson, Fukuda-Parr, & Vizard, 2012).

According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the
concept of children’s work may be considered at different levels (Alarcon,
1994: 135). The first level considers children’s work to be any activity
carried out by boys and girls in the productive field, trade, and services,
including all occupations performed in the informal sector, in formal
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companies, and on farms, as well as housework and prostitution. According
to this approach, begging and robbery, despite being subsistence behav-
iors, are separate from the economic system and can be categorized as
“marginal activities.”

A second level, more restricted in nature, defines children’s work as any
legal activity performed by children that has the following characteristics:

e Children participate directly in production processes, trade, and pro-
vision of services.

e The goods or services must be consumed mainly outside the boy’s or
girl’s home.

e Children may or may not receive a salary, which does not necessarily
have to be money, for these activities.

e Participation means temporal regularity, certain hours of the day or
days of the week.

In general, UNICEF!'® (1997: 32-45) considers there to be many forms
of children’s work throughout the world, although these activities may be
grouped into seven main types: (i) housework /domestic labor, (ii) menial
or forced work, (iii) sexual exploitation with commercial purposes, (iv)
industry and plantation work, (v) work on the streets, (vi) work for the
family, and (vii) girl’s work (considered a specific type of work, as it is a
sector of the population with added problems ranging from sexual harass-
ment to exclusion from education).

Nevertheless, there are other theoretical approaches (Cussianovich &
Mairquez, 2002; Liebel, 2003, 2013; Liebel & Martinez, 2009) that pre-
fer not to limit the definition to statistical aspects, moral judgments, or
economic terms or to equate the term with specific activities. These
approaches do not even qualify children’s work as something about which
there is a “common understanding,” as there is no common understand-
ing on a worldwide level. Rather, these theories favor a definition that
takes into consideration the specific circumstances of each culture. They
have a broad understanding of the great number of activities that are
objectively and /or subjectively promote the individual or social reproduc-
tion, and they consider a wide spectrum of work forms. Although this
definition may seem excessively broad, it serves to differentiate children’s
work from other children’s activities, without obviating the broad
spectrum of culturally characterized work forms, including subjective
judgments and assignments of meaning. As Hungerland and colleagues
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explain, “The search for causes proceeds from a view of child work that
sees it exclusively as a social or economic problem, but not as an open field
marked by widely differing forms and conditions, and which involves mul-
tifarious experiences for the children” (Hungerland, Liebel, Milne, &
Wihstutz, 2007: 10).

In all the areas where I did my fieldwork, I searched for different types
of children’s work; although my objective was to understand the working
lives of girls, I could not leave boys out, as numerically there are many
more boys than girls, according to census data. Boys and girls perform
similar tasks, except in specific types of employment such as diableros—I
did not find girls pushing a diablo'” and 1 did not see boys washing clothes;
this may be the most evident difference, while boys and girls alike were
found performing the other tasks in similar numbers.

As for family ties, tasks are generally related to the professional activity
performed by the adults of the home unit—for example, if the mother and
the father have a fruit stand, both boys and girls will work at the stand.
The gender differences manifest themselves in different ways: not in the
performance of the duty in itself, but rather in the forms of payment, in
the capacity to decide whether to work in other places or not, and in the
use of leisure time with male and female friends.

For example, gender differences are highly visible regarding control
over activities and the use of free time. Boys are allowed greater mobility
than girls and it is easier for them to have relationships with both men and
women, while adults tend to exert control over who girls can be friends
with and how these friendships work. Gender differences are also visible in
the way tasks are assigned, to whom they are assigned, and in the value
given to the activities assigned to boys and girls. The same thing happens
in the adult world: housework and care-giving work are undervalued com-
pared to physical activities, contact activities, and competitive activities;
these last kinds of activities are reflected particularly in games and group
dynamics.

[My brother] has been working with my father, and I stay at home taking care
of my brothers, because I am a woman. (12-year-old working givl)

[The girl] stays with her dad selling things, [the boy] goes out by himself. It’s
more dangerous for a woman to go out on the street alone, a boy isn’t the same
as o woman, if he wants to go to work he can go alone, but his father says: “I’'m
in charge heve and if [the givis| want to go out they need to go out with their
father.” (Mother of an 11-year-old worvking girl)
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Q: Who washes the clothes? A: My mother and we girvls, we’re the women...we
wash other big things, each one of us washes our clothes, the clothes that are there.
And my mother washes, we wash some of each of my brothers’ clothes, and my
mother washes my little brothers’ clothes, and some of the jackets and conts. Q:
Do the men wash clothes? A: No. Q: And who cooks? A: My mother cooks
and we belp her. (10-year-old wovking girl)

Similarly, in many rural and urban families, the assignment of different
tasks seems to be the center of boys’ and girls’ socialization. This double
standard for boys and girls also finds its way into other areas beyond the
differentiated assignment of tasks. According to Coérdova (1996: 23),
“male children are expected to be moving around all the time, bothering
people, demanding things, while little girls should be docile, quiet, and
obedient.”

Table 2.1 lists some of the most common activities and tasks that are
carried out throughout the day (both inside and outside the home), based
on observations and reports obtained during fieldwork. The table shows
mainly the activities that both boys and girls do—in other words, activities
that are socially assigned to both boys and girls.

Table 2.1 Distribution

. Distribution of activities and tasks Girls Boys

of activities and tasks

by sex Work (according to the typologies) Yes Yes
Washing cooking utensils (outside of ~ Yes Yes
the home)
Washing cooking utensils at home Yes No
Sweeping shops or work stalls Yes Yes
Sweeping and picking up at home Yes No
(desescombrar)
Caring for younger brothers and sisters  Yes No
Washing the family car or truck No Yes
Doing errands (during work hours) Yes Yes
Doing errands (near home) No Yes
Taking the diablo and loading No Yes
merchandise
Making beds (levantar-tender camas) — Yes No
Preparing food at home Yes No
Washing clothes Yes No
Totals Yes-No 100of3 7of6

Source: Original data (from author’s investigation carried out between
2002 and 2005)

chavesmarian@gmail.com



RESIZING CHILDREN’S WORK: ANTHROPOLOGICAL NOTES ON MEXICAN... 27

The quantitative results show that girls carry out 77% of the activities
listed compared to boys, who carry out 54% of these activities. In addition,
the repercussions of different tasks must be analyzed from a qualitative
point of view, including their socially assigned value and the time that it
takes to do them. The activities carried out by girls are nearly equally
divided between activities in the home and outside of the home (60% at
home and 40% away from home) and they take more time, taking up more
of their day and thus causing them to have less free time and fewer chances
for leisure activities. Boys’ activities are mostly carried out in the public
sphere (10% at home and 90% away from home), generating more free-
dom of movement for them, as well as more time for other leisure and
relational activities.

Evidently, washing the car does not take the same amount of time as
washing the clothes, nor are the effort and temporal framework the same.
Caring for younger siblings requires a different level of attention and dedi-
cation from doing errands when one comes home, even though, in the
father’s and mother’s eyes, both boys and girls “apparently” collaborate in
the work routines and in the family obligations.

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REFLECTIONS ON THE 2030 AGENDA
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Since 1989, when the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) laid the foundation for considering children as individuals
with rights, studies addressing phenomena affecting childhood have pro-
vided a significant and binding referential framework, as well as conceptual
models for most of the activities and policies currently focused on child-
hood. Without a doubt, the CRC has led to a new way of understanding
childhood. The CRC’s most basic concept (Gaitan & Liebel, 2011; Liebel,
2006) is known as the “best interest of the child” and views children not
only as being in need of protection and aid measures but also as individuals
who possess their own rights and are responsible for their own life and
growth. As such, they are viewed as being able to take part in decisions
that concern them.

Taking into account the challenges posed by child labor in the last few
decades (ILO, 2015),'® multilateral institutions have developed a series of
regulations and approaches!® aimed at providing answers to this complex
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reality.? For example, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(henceforth “2030 Agenda”) problematizes certain aspect of the working
world, specifically child work. The importance of decent work for creating
sustainable development is presented in Goal 8, whose objective is to “pro-
mote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and pro-
ductive employment and decent work for all.”?! Likewise, the 2030 Agenda
addresses child labor with Goal 8.7%? in which it exhorts governments to:

Toke immediate and effective measures to evadicate forced lnbour, end modern
slavery and human trafficking and securve the probibition and elimination of
the worst forms of child lnbowr, including vecruitment and use of child soldiers,
and by 2025 end child lnbowr in all its forms.

In the 2030 Agenda (UNICEF, 2014, 2015), we see undeniable progress
in the efforts to overcome child labor, exploitation, and forced labor;
however, sometimes the confusion over terms describing child work, the
homogenized vision of the phenomenon, and the exclusion of contextual-
ized analyses lead to the desired results actually undermining children’s
ability to make decisions, determine their own lives, and place value in
their personal and vital processes that are promoted and defended by the
CRC. Child work is part of family dynamics, routines, and habits and, in
many instances, is normalized and internalized in daily dynamics:

1 get up ar 8 o’clock, I eat breakfust, I bathe and then Pm off to work, I help my
mom, err...sell, arrange things, until o quarter past two, I eat lunch in the
stand or sometimes I go to school and eat there, until six, then my mom comes
and picks me up and then I play, do my homework, watch T.V. and after that I
40 to sleep. (11-year-old working girl)

Moreover, UNICEF (1997: 24) recognizes the existence of a large variety
of activities that, when performed, do not imply a negative effect on boys’
and girls’ development. Children’s work becomes explostation when work-
ing conditions restrict children’s access to school, involve danger, or are in
any way harmful to their physical, mental, moral, or social well-being.
UNICEF explains that for children’s work to be considered exploitation,
one or more of the following characteristics must occur:

e Full-time work at an excessively carly age

e Prolonged work hours

e Jobs that cause improper tensions of a physical, social, or psychologi-
cal nature
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Work and life on the street in bad conditions

Inadequate remuneration

Excess of responsibility

Jobs that hinder access to education

Jobs that undermine the children’s dignity and self-esteem, such as
slavery or menial work and sexual exploitation

Jobs that are prejudicial to full social and physiological development

However, in order to avoid confusion between the identification of child
work and the exploitation of child work, we must review the different
variables that make it a complex phenomenon that goes beyond the eco-
nomic aspect and forms part of cultural knowledge and the life experience
of successive generations. Child work is integrated into family dynamics
and must therefore be analyzed as a multidimensional phenomenon
(Bourdillon & Boyden, 2014; Estrada, 1999b; Nieuwenhuys, 1996). In
Mexico, we find this same complexity in the spaces where girls work, in
the duties they perform, and in the very concept of what is public and
what is private. The street functions as the stage where cultural rules learnt
are played out; it is presented as the workplace, the place for trade and
recreation, the place of social practices, of journeys and movements. The
street is an area of multiple interactions and it is polysemic, presenting
itself simultaneously as what is ours and what belongs to others (Gonzailez,
1999: 547-548). If we take a closer look at the reality lived by Mexican
girls, the street becomes a second area of socialization outside the family
environment, not as a neutral and asexual area, but contemplated in all its
dimensions and magnitude, incorporating multiple elements with which
working women and children start to shape and identify themselves.

For Manar Hammad (2006), it is important to analyze not only the
functions of a public space but also the potential actions it makes available.
For this reason, it is worth exploring how Mexican women and girls use
and appropriate the work area and the living area, to avoid falling into
conceptual distortions that will later have repercussions on the social assis-
tance programs and the public policies created around them. Ethnographic
discourse presents the workplace as one of the spaces where friendships are
made, on the same level as school, and that work activity is also a focus of
identification within a peer group:

The majority of friendships ave from here in the market, they spend all day here,

from school, too... but they spend more time with the people in the market, basi-
cally you ave just never at home. (Mother of a 9-year-old worvking girl)
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My friends are from the market, well, the ones I spend most time with are from
the market (...) well, since my cousin and my brother ave here, the kids get
together here at my stall more. (13-year-old worvking girl)

Working infancy is a phenomenon that occurs throughout the world and
has existed since ancient times, both in developing and developed coun-
tries. As proposed by Roger Hart:

The place of work in childven’s lives in the industrialized and developing coun-
tries is o complex subject which cannot simply be resolved only through single
pieces of legislation which prohibit childven from working or which require more
schooling. Experience from the industrial nations should tell us that the solution
for the developing nations is not just morve and more schooling, for we are now
seeinyg the effects of youtlh who have had no opportunities to discover the pleasures
of meaningful work. Our solutions must thevefore involve not only a recogni-
tion of the grim realities of exploitative lnbour balanced against the economic
realities of a child’s family and the need for income; we must also consider
child’s desive to develop competence which is relevant to the kinds of work
demanded of ber, both now and in the futurve. We need move thoughtful develop-
ment and evolution of o variety of solutions within each culture involving
unique combinations of play, work, and school. From these diffevent experiences,
every child should be able to find a route to a meaningful role in his or her
community and to discover both the rights and the vesponsibilities for partici-
pating with others in the development of this community. (Hart, 1992: 21-23)

Working children’s movements have jointly collaborated with states to
bring dignity to their own work*® and to monitor that their rights are
respected, and although there has been some discourse concerning child
participation in implementing the 2030 Agenda, it is not yet clear how this
will be orchestrated in practice. Child participation in public policy-making
and global agenda-setting is still a long way from being operational and
applicable.

The victimized image cast by international institutions on child work
often creates obstacles to differentiating working conditions or to under-
standing the role played by child work in the family context, because it
eclipses the particularities of local contexts and the ways in which gender,
ethnicity, and socioeconomic status combine to further the emergence
and persistence of the phenomenon. In the case of Mexico, we have
attempted to broaden our approach to this phenomenon because it is no
use proposing global policies without taking cultural idiosyncrasies and
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particularities into account, the better to prepare for social intervention
oriented by human rights and the empowerment of individuals. Just as
Mark Goodale (2006: 492) suggests, “human rights can legitimately func-
tion as a local normative framework, but their legitimacy will be derived
not from their universality—as is assumed by all of the major foundational
instruments of international human rights—but from the conditions
through which they emerge or are incorporated.” This is an essential and
decisive question for working Mexican girls.

CONCLUSIONS... OrR How TO DECONSTRUCT BARRIERS

Often, girls’ work takes place within the family network, and their tasks
form part of a tradition; their jobs give them a place within this tradition,
allowing them a sense of belonging and identifying with that place. This
sense of belonging changes depending on people’s age, the amount of time
they have been there, and the dynamics in which they are involved—
although undoubtedly, their workplace forms part of their identity and
socialization. Despite multiple adaptations, work environments are undeni-
ably complex, with four common elements standing out as inevitable parts
of daily tasks: noise, garbage, insecurity, and harassment—aspects involving
the potential for danger to children’s physical and psychological safety.
Nevertheless, the perception of danger must be put into context to
avoid the kinds of conclusions that are subsequently used for political and
social programs and positioning that do little to address the underlying
reality. Also, not all “dangers” carry equal weight; some are assumed char-
acteristics of a particular space and, as such, are perceived to represent a
greater risk to outsiders, while local social and family networks are struc-
tured around mitigating potential harm. This invisible protection from the
“outside world” can be highly efficient, incorporating many symbols and
practices that diminish risks and establish other elements of protection.
Also, as discussed above, women and girls are perceived to be more vul-
nerable due to their condition (according to the gender stereotypes that
confer weakness, fragility, and vulnerability against men), and this percep-
tion is used to justify restrictions on freedom, autonomy, and the use of
spaces. Women and girls will continue to experience limitations on the free
exercise of their rights until these discriminatory factors are changed.
While it is true that the work areas analyzed (public markets, tianguis,
dumps, public squares) are settings for certain situations of violence, pros-
titution, dirtiness, and harassment, both in discourse and in practice, the
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dangers are relativized and normalized, because these are the conditions in
which people have to live. We must consider that in the end, the entire city
is “dangerous” both for men and women (everybody is exposed to some-
thing happening to them) and that, depending on how we sense that dan-
ger, this will condition us more or less to carry out certain activities.
Nevertheless, girls prove every day that they are capable of transforming
their environments, making them closer, taking them over, and demystify-
ing the prejudices, because life must go on.

“Protectionist” approaches that surreptitiously entail a deprivation of
freedoms and limited access for women (from childhood to maturity)
must be avoided when considering ways to improve living conditions in
urban work environments, not only for women and girls but for everyone.
Women and girls are capable of adapting and modifying their environ-
ment, and their voices must be heard before initiatives are taken that cause
the gender gap to become even wider. Programs are needed that defend
children’s participation and human rights, rather than programs that pre-
dispose women and girls to situations of social disadvantage, resulting in
their incapacitation, loss of potential, and limited possibilities for their
individual and collective empowerment.

In this chapter, I have laid out an approach that serves as a starting point
for the analysis and theoretical consideration of children’s work, which
must be redefined avoiding determinisms and vacuous categorizations that
do not question the hierarchies of domination and the structures have long
given short shrift to childhood issues. Ineffective approaches imagine girls
as “individuals subject to intervention” in a greater measure than boys,
without considering other conditioning elements that contribute to ineq-
uity. An approach is needed that works to eliminate inequalities, but which
avoids suggesting vulnerability as a starting point.

The 2030 Agenda represents an opportunity to discuss different factors
of development, re-politicize participation, and bring gender equality to the
forefront of the conversation, putting special emphasis on poverty reduction
and improved education, healthcare, and access to jobs while posing essen-
tial questions about environmental sustainability that will improve the well-
being of humanity as a whole, but especially for children. At the same time,
this new global agenda faces great challenges, such as designing coherent
and comprehensive policies that unite economic, social, and environmental
dimensions and the productive and reproductive spheres. We must also
accept the challenge posed by the gap between policy declarations and the
actual implementation and financing of those policies, especially the indica-
tor and accountability challenges regarding the protection, provision, and
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participation of children as part of humanity, rather than a vulnerable,
minority collective. State and public policies must constitute the backbone
of protection and provision, but they must also establish channels of partici-
pation, and the approach toward girls must be one of development and
valuation, at least under conditions equal to the rest of society.

The proposal is to continue to build citizenship without succumbing to
exclusionary dichotomies while valuing capabilities and analyzing reality in
all its complexity, both qualitatively and progressively. Only in this way will
we contribute to a more fair and equitable society and achieve more habit-
able cities for everyone.

10.
11.

NoOTES

. Tianguis is a Nahuatl word that means an open-air market. It can be tem-

porary or permanent in certain urban areas, although they are usually
mobile. Sometimes they are also called markets on wheels.

. The micros are small private buses that provide public transport. They are

also called peseros because in the past they use to cost one Mexican peso
(currently the price ranges between four and six pesos).

. By “minors of the streets” I mean boys and girls who have broken the fam-

ily bond temporarily or permanently, who sleep on public streets and sur-
vive by performing marginal activities in the informal street economy,
while “minors oz the streets” refers to boys and girls who maintain their
family bonds, usually are in school, and perform marginal activities in the
street economy for their own subsistence or to help the family.

. Tuse the concept reconstructed household to refer to second unions due to

previous separations or widow/widowerhood.

. Chichara refers to second-hand articles that are sold at the open-air

market.

. Grocery store, food store.
. Cooking pots and utensils.
. Maquila doméstica refers to the small-scale production at home or in pri-

vate buildings of certain products that are finished later in factories and
industrial businesses.

. Pepenadora is the person who search among dumps and waste for food or

other articles that can subsequently be re-sold.

Girls who pack bags in supermarkets.

In typical definitions of children’s work, this activity is not considered to be
work but rather “a marginal income activity.” I believe this is an error
because this activity has the characteristics of other jobs such as temporal
regularity, direct participation in the process, and retribution, monetary, or
otherwise.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
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. It is impossible to quote all the theoretical reflections and demands
contributed by feminism. Some of the main references are the works by
Beauvoir, Wollstonecraft, Friedan, and Pateman, among many others (see
full references in the bibliography).

Regarding gender dichotomies, there is the male-centered model that
presents men’s roles as active, strong, and pragmatic and with a command
of reason, while women occupy roles of passivity, weakness, kindness, and
feeling. In contrast to this model, the classical contributions made by the
anthropologist Michelle Z. Rosaldo are interesting (regarding the domes-
tic and public dichotomy) and Sherry B. Ortner (on the nature and culture
of dichotomy) in Harris and Young (1979).

Due to advances in gender studies, in recent years this issue has been gaining
visibility. Many studies have begun incorporating the economic contributions
of domestic work (mainly done by women) in their analyses while at the same
time making progress in recognizing the care economy as part of the interna-
tional agenda and public policy. For more information on the subject, see,
among many others, some reference works such as Himmelweit (1995) or
the Special Issue on Unpaid Household Work published by the journal
Feminist Economics (1996). However, in the case of female child work, there
are still many aspects that must be reflected upon and studied in more depth.
The anthropology of gender has analyzed this situation in depth with many
theoretical contributions. One classic publication is the study by Martin
and Voorhies (1978).

Each year, UNICEF publishes a Report on the Worldwide State of
Childhood. In 1997, UNICEF prepared a monograph on Children’s Work
which is a classic reference for this subject.

Hand truck or dolly.

It is important to highlight that the current global number of children in
a child labor situation has decreased by a third, from 246 million to 168
million, since the year 2000. About half, 85 million, are performing haz-
ardous work (compared to 171 million in the year 2000) (SIMPOC,
ILO-IPEC). For more information, see http://www.ilo.org/ipec/
ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC /lang%2D%2Des /index.htm

As proof of this international progress, we can highlight certain conven-
tions and protocols, such as the following:

e Conventions and Recommendations on child labor (Convention no.
138 and Recommendation no. 146 (year 1973), Convention no. 182
and Recommendation no. 190 (year 1999)).

e Conventions, Protocols, and Recommendations on forced labor (Convention
no. 29 (year 1930) and its protocol from 2014, Recommendation no. 35 and
no. 203, and Convention no. 105 (year 1957)).

e Palermo Protocol (year 2000) to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.
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20. Similarly, since 1997 countries from around the world have shared information
on policy and “good practices” and have committed to eliminate child work
during a series of global conferences on child work held in Norway (1997),
the Netherlands (2010), and Brazil (2013). The last of these, the TIT Global
Mundial, held in Brasilia in October 2013, approved the Brasilia Declaration
on Child Labor. At the end of the conference, the Government of Argentina
announced that, in collaboration with the ILO, it would host the IV Global
Conference on the Sustained Eradication of Child Labor in 2017.

21. See http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment,/

22. For more information regarding global progress on the fight against child
labor, consult Alliance 8.7, available online at http://www.alliance87.org

23. Proof of this is their participation in the creation of ILO’s C-182 (1999)
and their proposals for the Kundapur 10 points (1996). For more informa-
tion on child participation, see (among others) http://molacnats.org/;
https: / /www.unicef.org/adolescence /cypguide /index_child_led.html

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Alarcon, W. (1994). Ser nino. Una nueva mirada de ln infancia en el Peri. Lima,
Peru: UNICEEF-IEPD.

Anker, R. (2000). The Economics of Child Labour: A Framework for Measurement.
International Labour Review, 139(3), 257-280.

Atkin, D. (2016). Endogenous Skill Acquisition and Export Manufacturing in
Mexico. American Economic Review, 106(8), 2046-2085.

Bar-Din, A. (Comp.) (1995). Los ninos marginados en América Latina. Una
antologin de estudios psicosocinles. Mexico City, Mexico: Centro de Investigaciones
Interdisciplinarias en Humanidades-UNAM.

Beneria, L. (2005). Género, desarrollo y globalizacion. Por una ciencia econdmica
para todas las personas. Barcelona, Spain: Hacer.

Benerfa, L., May, A. M., & Strassmann, D. L. (2011). Feminist Economics.
Northampton and Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar.

Bernard, H. R. (2002). Research Methods in Anthropology. Qualitative and
Quantitative Approaches (3rd ed.). Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira Press.

Bey, M. (2003). The Mexican Child. From Work with the Family to Paid
Employment. Childhood, 10(3), 287-299.

Bourdillon, M., & Boyden, J. (Eds.). (2014). Growing Up in Poverty: Findings
from Youny Lives. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.

Boyden, J., & Ennew, J. (Eds.). (1997). Childven in Focus: A Manual for
Participatory Research with Children. Stockholm, Sweden: Ridda Barnen.

Brannen, J., & O’Brien, J. (1995). Childhood and the Sociological Gaze:
Paradigms and Paradoxes. Sociology, 29(4), 729-737.

Carballo, M., & Leyra, B. (2017). Consideraciones sobre la pobreza y las desigual-
dades de género. In M. Carballo (Coord.), Género y Desarrollo: cuestiones clave

chavesmarian@gmail.com


http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.alliance87.org
http://molacnats.org/
https://www.unicef.org/adolescence/cypguide/index_child_led.html

36  B.LEYRA FATOU

desde una perspectiva feminista (p. 75-99). Madrid, Spain: Los libros de La
Catarata-IUDC-ICEL

Carrasco, C. (2004). Trabajo con Mirada de Mujer. Propuesta de una encuesta de
poblacion activa no androcéntrica. Madrid, Spain: Consejo Econdémico y Social.
Coleccién Estudios 155.

Carrasco, C. (2013). El cuidado como eje vertebrador de una nueva economia.
Cuadernos de velaciones laborales, 31(1), 39-56.

Chant, S. (2013). Cities Through a “Gender Lens”: A Golden “Urban Age” for
Women in the Global South? Environment and Urbanization, 25(1), 9-29.
Christensen, P., & James, A. (2000). Research with Childven: Perspectives and

Practices. London, UK: Falmer.

Ciocoletto, A. (2004 ). Urbanismo para la vida cotidiana. Herramientas de andili-
sisy evaluncion urbana a escaln de barrio desde ln perspectiva de género. Barcelona,
Spain: Universidad Politécnica de Cataluna.

Cérdova, R. (1996). Sexualidad y relaciones familiares en una comunidad vera-
cruzana. In L. Bazin & A. Levi (Coords.), Espacios Familinres: Ambitos
de Sobrevivencin vy Solidarvidad (pp. 11-51). Mexico City, Mexico: Sistema
Nacional DIF.

Cunningham, H., & Viazzo, P. P. (1996). Child Labour in Historical Perspective
1800-1985: Case Studies from Eurvope, Japan and Columbin. Florence, Italy:
UNICEE.

Cussianovich, A., & Marquez, A. M. (2002). Hacia una participacion protagonica
de los ninos, ninas y adolescentes. Lima, Peru: Save the Children.

De Beauvoir, S. (1952). The Second Sex. New York, NY: Vintage Books.

De Leeuw, E., Borgers, N., & Strijbos-Sits, A. (2002). Children as Respondents:
Developing, Evaluating, and Testing Questionnaives for Children. Presented at
the International Conference on Questionnaire Development Evaluation and
Testing Methods, Charleston, South Carolina.

Denzin, N. K, & Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.). (1994). Handbook of Qualitative Research.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Duran, M. A. (2008). La ciudad compartida. Conocimiento, afecto y uso. Santiago
de Chile, Chile: Ediciones Sur.

Elder, G. (1998). The Life Course as Developmental Theory. Child Development,
69(1), 1-12.

Elson, D. (1979). Value: The Representation of Labour in Capitalism. London,
UK: Calvert’s North Star Press.

Elson, D., Fukuda-Parr, S., & Vizard, P. (2012). Human Rights and the Capabilities
Approach: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue. New York, NY: Routledge.

Estrada, M. (Ed.). (1999a). 1995. Familins en la crisis. Mexico City, Mexico:
CIESAS/ SEP-CONACYT.

Estrada, M. (1999D). Infancia y trabajo. La experiencia de los sectores populares
urbanos. Estudios Socioldgicos, XVII(49), 54-73.

chavesmarian@gmail.com



RESIZING CHILDREN’S WORK: ANTHROPOLOGICAL NOTES ON MEXICAN... 37

Fala, A. (Ed.) (2002). Ciudad y Vida Cotidiana. Asimetrias en el uso del tiempo y
del espacio. Cérdoba, Argentina: Red Mujer y Habitat de América Latina.

Fala, A., & Segovia, O. (2007). Cindades para convivir: sin violencias hacia lns
mugeres. Santiago de Chile, Chile: Ediciones Sur.

Feminist Economics. (1996). Special Issue on Unpaid Household Work (in Honour
of Margaret Reid), 2(3).

Friedan, B. (1963). The Feminine Mystique. New York, NY: Norton.

Gaitan, L., & Liebel, M. (2011). Ciudadanin y devechos de participacion de los
ninos. Madrid, Spain: Universidad Pontificia Comillas-Editorial Sintesis.

Garcia Ferrando, M., Alvira, F., Alonso, L. E.; & Escobar, M. (Eds.). (2015). E/
andlisis de ln vealidad social: métodos vy técnicas de investigacion. Madrid, Spain:
Alianza Editorial.

Gonzalez, F. (1999). La casa, la calle y la escuela como instancias de socializacion
en dos comunidades étnicas mazahuas del Estado de México. In A. Civera
(Ed.), Experiencias educativas en el Estado de México. Un recorrido historico
(pp. 514-541). Zinacantepec, Mexico: El Colegio Mexiquense.

Goodale, M. (2006). Toward a Critical Anthropology of Human Rights. Current
Anthropology, 47(3), 485-511.

Hammad, M. (20006). Lire Pespace, comprendre Parchitecture. Paris, France:
Geuthner.

Hammersley, M., & Atkinson, P. (1994). Etnografin. Métodos de Investigacion.
Barcelona, Spain: Paidos.

Harris, O., & Young, K. (1979). Antropologin y feminismo. Madrid, Spain: Anagrama.

Hart, R. (1992). Children’s Participation: From Tokenism to Citizenship. Essays 4.
Florence, Italy: Innocenti: UNICEF.

Himmelweit, S. (1995). The Discovery of “Unpaid Work”. The Social
Consequences of the Expansion of Work. Feminist Economics, 1(2), 1-20.

Holzscheiter, A. (2016). Representation as Power and Performative Practice:
Global Civil Society Advocacy for Working Children. Review of International
Studies, 42(2), 205-226.

Hungerland, B., Liebel, M., Milne, B., & Wihstutz, A. (Eds.). (2007). Working to
Be Someone. Child Focused Research and Practice with Working Childven.
London, UK/Philadelphia, PA: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.

1LO. (2015). Worid Report on Child Labour 2015: Paving the Way to Decent Work
for Youny People. Geneva, Switzerland: ILO.

ILO. (2016). Labour Overview 2016. Latin America and the Caribbean. Lima,
Peru: ILO-OIT. Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe.

INEGI. (2015). Encuesta Nacional de Ocupacion y Empleo (ENOE). Modulo de
Trabajo Infantil. Mexico City, Mexico: INEGI.

Kabeer, N. (2015). Gender, Poverty, and Inequality: A Brief History of Feminist
Contributions in the Field of International Development. Gender and
Development, 23(2), 189-205.

chavesmarian@gmail.com



38  B.LEYRA FATOU

Liebel, M. (2003). Infancia y Trabajo. Lima, Peru: IFEJANT.

Liebel, M. (20006). Entre Proteccion y Emancipacion. Derechos de la Infancia vy
Politicas Socinles. Monografias del Experto en Politicas Sociales de Infancia.
Serie Teorfa N° 1. Madrid, Spain: Universidad Complutense de Madrid.

Liebel, M. (2013). Ninez y Justicin Social. Repensando sus devechos. Santiago de
Chile, Chile: Pehuen.

Liebel, M., & Martinez, M., (Coords.) (2009). Infancia y Derechos Humanos.
Huocin una cindadanin participante y protagonica. Lima, Peru: IFEJANT.

Liebel, M., Overwien, B., & Recknagel, A. (Eds.). (2001). Working Children’s
Protagonism. Social movements and empowerment in Latin America, Africa and
Indin. Frankfurt, Germany/London, UK: IKO.

Luna, M. A., & Gémez, R. (1992). Limites al crecimiento de la Zona Metropolitana
de Ciudad de México. In La zona metropolitana de ln cindad de México.
Problemdtica actual y perspectivas demogrificas y urbanas. Mexico City, Mexico:
Consejo Nacional de Poblacién.

Martin, K., & Voorhies, B. (1978). La Mujer: Un enfoque antropoldgico. Barcelona,
Spain: Anagrama.

Mayall, B. (2002). Towards a Sociology for Childhood. Thinking from Children’s
Lives. Buckingham, UK /Philadelphia, PA: Open University Press.

Myers, W. E. (1999). Considering Child Labour: Changing Terms, Issues and
Actors at the International Level. Childhood, 6(1), 13-26.

Nieuwenhuys, O. (1996). The Paradox of Child Labour and Anthropology.
Annual Review of Anthropology, 25, 237-251.

Pateman, C. (1988). The Sexual Contract. Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University
Press.

Pérez Orozco, A. (2000). Perspectivas feministas en torno a la economin: el caso de
los cuidndos. Madrid, Spain: Consejo Econémico y Social.

Pérez Orozco, A. (2015). Subversién feminista de la economia. Sociologin del tra-
bajo, 83, 7-15.

Reeves, S., Kuper, A., & Hodges, B. D. (2008). Qualitative Research Methodologies:
Ethnography. BMJ (online), 337(7668), a1020. doi: https://doi.org,/10.1136/
BMJ.A1020

Saravi, G. (2015). Juventudes Fragmentadas. Socializacion, clase y cultura en ln
construccion de ln desigualdad. Mexico City, Mexico: FLACSO.

Schlemmer, B. (Ed.). (2000). The Exploited Child. London, UK/New York, NY:
Zed Books.

Strauss, A., & Corbin, J. M. (1990). Basics of Qualitative Research: Grounded
Theory Procedures and Techniques. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

STPS (Secretarfa del Trabajo y Previsién Social). (2014). El Trabajo Infantil en
Meéxico: Avances y Desafios. Mexico City, Mexico: STPS-Gobierno de México.

UNICEE. (1997). Estado Mundial de la Infancia. Tema: Trabajo Infantil.
New York, NY: UNICEF.

chavesmarian@gmail.com


https://doi.org/10.1136/BMJ.A1020
https://doi.org/10.1136/BMJ.A1020

RESIZING CHILDREN’S WORK: ANTHROPOLOGICAL NOTES ON MEXICAN... 39

UNICEE. (1999). Informe nimero 11 sobre Trabajo Infantil. Mexico City, Mexico:
UNICEFE.

UNICEE. (2014). Children of the Recession: The Impact of the Economic Crisis on
Child Well-Being in Rich Countries. Innocenti Report Card 12. Florence, Italy:
UNICEF Office of Research.

UNICEEF. (2015). Progress for Childven. Beyond Averages: Learning from the
MDGs. N° 11,/2015. New York, NY: UNICEF.

UNICEF-CONEVAL. (2013). Pobreza y devechos sociales de ninias, nivios y adoles-
centes en México, 2008-2010. Mexico City, Mexico: UNICEF-CONEVAL.
Wollstonecraft, M. (1792). A Vindication of the Rights of Women. New York, NY:

Cosimo.

chavesmarian@gmail.com



®

Check for
updates

CHAPTER 3

From Childhood to Adolescence: Vulnerable
Life Stories and Persistent Inequalities
in Argentina Since Post-Convertibility (2003)

Mavia Eugenin Rausky

INTRODUCTION

Over the past two decades, Latin American countries, with the support of
international cooperation, have made progress on a series of aims and
objectives to “eradicate” child labor. In fact, the International Labour
Office (ILO) has committed itself as the agency of technical assistance in
the advancement and achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), embedded in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, to
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promote global development cooperation toward the year 2030. The core
of this commitment is expressed specifically in SDG #8 which refers to
decent work, and particularly target 8.7:

To adopt immediate and efficient measures to eradicate forced labour, bring
about the end to all forms of modern slavery and the trade in human beings,
ensure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour,
including the recruitment and use of child soldiers and in 2025 at the latest,
to bring about the end of child labour in all its forms. (UN, 2015, p. 22)

Measures to achieve these aims have seen varying degrees of success, per-
haps most importantly through the broadening of access to education and
the expansion of social protections.! With regard to the latter, social secu-
rity income has become one of the most important mechanisms to combat
both poverty and child labor. Also, more effective workplace inspections
combined with public service announcements and campaigns to increase
awareness among the population, by offering a hotline for reporting
“sweat shops,” for instance, have all accompanied these measures.

There is no doubt that working during childhood feeds social inequal-
ity (as demonstrated by socioeconomic stratification)?; however, the
underlying assumptions made by agents of international development
cooperation in identifying causes, consequences, and proposals for inter-
vention are often oversimplified, limiting the argument to possible “solu-
tions.” Perhaps one of the biggest weaknesses of the approach is that in
the apparent haste to address the problem, specific and heterogeneous
modes of the complex processes of child labor in different social contexts
have been lost from view. As shown by Llobet (2012), the significance and
consequences of child labor depend on the context in which it occurs,
including social class, ethnic group, rural or urban environment, and so
forth. Therefore, in order to better understand what is happening and
how best to approach it, a close observation is needed of the social rela-
tionship networks in which the child labor takes place. Seeking to contrib-
ute to the debate, and recognizing that child labor allows us a clear view
of how social inequalities are structured, linked, and reproduced from an
early age, in this chapter I share the results of research undertaken between
2014 and 2016 in the urban area of the city of La Plata (Buenos Aires,
Argentina), with children who work on the streets. By analyzing the life
stories of these workers, this research aims to reveal the heterogeneous
ways in which the new generations experience the foundational part of
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their life course: childhood and youth. One element that enables under-
standing of this heterogeneity is related to the development of labor prac-
tices. Here, we see not only the contrasts between different infant and
youth experiences but are also made aware of the need to understand that
different childhood experiences in their contexts are guestioned by interna-
tional aid agencies, among other actors.

It is worth remembering that for some time now, the social sciences
have underlined the need to think about these phenomena in context—to
see childhoods in a plural and not singular form, recognizing the hetero-
geneity of childhood experiences and the different ways in which children
go through this stage of life (Sirota, 2001; James & Prout, 1990). In
Argentina, some studies have contributed to the field by tracing a map of
childhoods, seeking to question the interrelationship between diversity
and social inequality, and concentrating on different topics related to
childhood. Works such as Enriz (2014), Hetch and Garcia (2010),
Remorini (2015), and Szulc (2016) focus on indigenous childhood, while
others such as Ortale (2015) and Colangelo (2014) focus on the ways
children are brought up; some look at the processes of education and
schooling (Santillan, 2006, 2007), at state measures to assist children
(Llobet, 2006; Llobet & Litichever, 2010), at street children (Pojomovsky,
2008; Silva, 2014), at the access to and consumption of games and toys
(Duek, 2014), and at child labor (Macri, Ford, Berliner, & Molteni, 2005;
Noceti, 2006; Rausky, 2009, 2011, 2015). All these studies in one way or
another show the heterogeneous nature of experiences for those who are
going through the childhood stage of life. Often, though not always, this
diversity is related and directly linked to the foundations of social inequal-
ity, perpetuating and consolidating disadvantage for a large part of the
infant population, following and affecting them in successive stages of life.

As demonstrated by several researchers, economic and social hardship
in childhood can have a long-lasting effect, making it very difficult for
children who grow up in low-income homes to escape poverty in future
life stages (Wagmiller Jr. & Adelman, 2009). My work focuses precisely on
this phenomenon, for which a combination of life stories (Bertaux, 2005)
is used to analyze the life courses of a group of children who have worked
on the street since childhood and continue through adolescence. I aim to
reveal common aspects as well as singularities between those who share
the same life course and its disadvantages.

Two characteristics shared by the children are that they have occupied
and continue to occupy subordinate positions in society (in conditions of
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poverty) and that they have worked on the streets throughout their child-
hood in the streets and continue to do so in their adolescence. I explore
the life courses of these children, prioritizing the analysis of the labor
dimension in relation to their worlds of family, school and daily social rela-
tionships, observing specific factors, interrelationships and convergences.

I have chosen a biographical studies approach due to its fundamental
interest in the analysis of life courses and their effects; moreover, I acknowl-
edge the interest in the diversity of life courses and effects of certain socio-
logical studies (Casal, Garcia, Merino & Quesada, 2006). The strength of
the biographical approach for this type of research lies in the fact that it
allows us to draw a more complete map of the transition from childhood
to youth, since it does not focus on one single moment in life, but on a
longer period of time: the path from childhood to adolescence and its
accompanying transformations. Childhood and adolescence are crucial
periods in the course of a person’s lifetime, in that they not only leave deep
impressions for the future but also influence the range of opportunities
available to the subjects (Saravi, 2015).

For Elder (1994), the life course paradigm refers to the interlacing of
courses ordered by age, growth, and movement throughout a person’s
life, encompassing a variety of related areas such as school and work. The
paradigm also refers to short-term transitions such as the phase in which a
child abandons school or the phase when a person retires from the world
of work. These transitions, defined as changes of state, indicate the assump-
tion of new roles and are embedded into trajectories. These two concepts
form the basis of the course of life model to which he adds a third: the
concept of “turning point” that refers to non-predictable events provok-
ing a discontinuity in the vital trajectories and, as such, entails strong mod-
ifications to the course of life (Blanco, 2011).

Elder goes on to define four fundamental axes to the paradigm: (1) the
interrelationship between human lives and historical time; (2) the “tim-
ing” of an event—the same event can have very different consequences
depending on whether it occurs at an earlier stage or at a later stage,
according to the normative expectations and beliefs associated with age;
(3) the notion of interconnected lives which allows us to analyze the inter-
dependence of an individual’s life course in the context of his or her rela-
tionship with other groups or individuals; and (4) the human being as an
agent, highlighting the subject’s active role in the definition of his or her
life course, but without ignoring structural constraints.
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To be more precise, I analyze the biographical itinerary of the young
people interviewed, emphasizing their spheres of work and considering
some of the elements of the theoretical model proposed by Mora Salas and
Oliveira (2014). These authors look at how the life course can be analyzed
by focusing on different analytical axes located at different moments in
time—past, present, and future—but which are interrelated. While family
origin is a key factor in understanding the weight of inherited inequalities,
the authors give as much importance to the material conditions of exis-
tence as to the forms of socialization differentiated by gender, the position
of the subject as regards other siblings, and the characteristics of a family
living together. Although the subjects share inequalities of origin, the
individual life course is retold as it goes from past to present, passing
through different spheres. Finally, I look into the role of the future as a
particular time frame. All of these factors are molded by a combination of
external resources, such as opportunities offered by the labor market, net-
works, and institutional support, which all play an important role in the
creation of possibilities and constraints within life itineraries.

The latter acquires even more relevance when considering the changes
that have occurred in Argentina in modern times. Many previously pub-
lished studies not only show different features related to the evolution of
social structure but also how they have influenced the survival processes of
childhood and youth. Argentina stands out from other Latin American
countries in that a large part of the twentieth century was characterized by
high levels of social integration as evidenced by average lower unemploy-
ment than Europe, higher salaries, significant rates of both inter- and
intra-generational mobility, a more equal income distribution, and the
most advanced social protection network in Latin America (Kessler &
Espinoza, 2003). Carli (2005), in her research on the history of educa-
tion, says that this period of the twentieth century was characterized by a
unified vision of childhood, due to a highly homogenous society with a
high level of social integration and an inclusive education system for all.
This panorama, however, was to become severely altered. The last military
dictatorship (1976-1983) followed in the 1990s by the impact of the vari-
ous effects of emerging neoliberal economic and political globalization
combined to cause a series of unprecedented changes that severely slowed
down the characteristic upward mobility of Argentina’s population.

The transition from a model of social integration at the beginning of
the 1970s to a polarized and impoverished society at the end of the 1990s
shows how childhood as a social construct assumes different types of

chavesmarian@gmail.com



46 M. E. RAUSKY

experiences compared to previous generations and how new processes
and modes of identity take shape (Carli, 2010). The children I studied
lived part of their childhood through the devastating effects of what
occurred during that period. However, they also spent part of their child-
hood and youth under three governments, from 2003 to 2015, with a
mandate to promote a more inclusive model of society, applying a series
of social and economic policies that allowed many Argentinians to rise
above the deep crisis and alleviate some of the effects of neoliberal eco-
nomic and political principles.

In this same period, other Latin American countries also introduced
renewed social and economic policies, the so-called pink tide, which
sought to change the direction, at least at the level of political discourse,
away from the neoliberal model, appealing to the need for measures to
redistribute wealth, eradicate poverty, and reduce or alleviate existing
inequalities (Pautassi, 2007).

However, hidden behind this overhaul was the fundamental fact that
stable and protected employment was and still is inaccessible for a large
part of the lower income sector, an underlying cause of huge suffering. As
pointed out by Kessler and Merklen (2013, p. 14):

For vast sectors of the population their experience is structured (...) by the
experience of several generations which never benefited from integration to
a position with a stable wage. Much more extensively, for young people who
aim to lead an autonomous life, start a family, raise children and enter into
adult life and the world of work, the future horizon is one of massive
instability.

These experiences form the basis of this chapter, recognizing that a com-
prehensive analysis of the problems of childhood poverty requires consid-
eration of both its material and cultural dimensions. Regarding the latter
dimension, I do not consider the subject as possessing a single culture, but
that in different ways they use and create cultural symbols to bring sense
to their lives. I emphasize “in different ways” because, although faced with
identical structural constraints, these disadvantages can take on differences
in significance and experience for each person. The analysis of poverty’s
cultural dimensions therefore allows us to identify heterogeneous responses
and reveal how constructed meanings contribute to the reproduction of
inequality (Bayén, 2013).
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH WHO WORK ON THE STREET:
A MIXED METHOD STUDY

Data used in this analysis draws from a study of children, adolescents, and
young people who work on the street, carried out in the city of La Plata,
Argentina, from 2014 to 2016.% The aims of the study were to map street
work, to observe its dimensions and characteristics, and identify the life
courses of the subjects involved in work activities.

My first objective was a general one, to allow us to draw a picture of the
situation, asking questions like “how many,” “what do they do,” “what
kind of work do they perform,” and so forth. The second objective was to
analyze the way in which different spheres of work such as family, educa-
tion, and friendship interconnect and contribute to the early construction
of different biographical itineraries that consequently shape different
childhoods and adolescence. These fundamental questions are related to
how inequalities are interlinked from an early age, what factors persist and
interact, and the reason for this persistence.

Due to the specific objectives of the study, I used a mixed sequence
design in two phases (Teddlie & Tashakori, 2006).* The tool must be
applied in sequence, which means that the methodological procedures
cannot occur simultaneously, but must take place consecutively in each
separate phase. In this way, each subsequent phase emerges from the pre-
vious one and is fed by it. The two phases of the study are developed as
follows: the first is quali-quantitative with the emphasis on qualitative
(QUAL+/QUAN). The second is quanti-qualitative with the emphasis on
qualitative (QUAN/QUAL-+).

In the first phase, based on observations and a survey, I attempted an
exhaustive sweep of public places in the city of La Plata where the work was
taking place, then quantified the volume and the observable characteristics
of the work of children and youth. The survey® detected a total of 449
workers who carried out a wide range of street work. Of these, 71% were
male and 29% were female. Observing the composition of the two age
categories under study—children and youth—the youth age group was
notably larger at 74.2%, while the group of children made up 25.8%.

The second phase of the research was based on interviews and a short,
structured questionnaire focused on life courses. However, I did not use
the same units of analysis as those used in the census; instead, I chose a
sample of young workers, taking into account the heterogeneous nature of
profiles as revealed by the census information.® I interviewed 37 children”
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and adolescent workers. Sometimes, when I felt the need, the same person
was interviewed twice with the aim of getting a deeper understanding of
his/her life story. The interview with youth included questions about the
following: work, school experience, family background, social relation-
ships (family, friends, love), access to state programs, experience of street
life, experience of incarceration in closed institutions, substance abuse,
and the usc of free time. All of the above considered a broad time axis,
talking about the present as well as the past that was imprinted in child-
hood memories and asking about future plans. When studying a phenom-
enon over time, it is important to define whether the process under analysis
is taken from its origin to the present (prospective studies) or from the
present to the past (retrospective studies) (Muniz Terra, 2012). In accor-
dance with the aims of this study, the latter approach was chosen, with a
focus on the analysis of a sub-group of young workers: those who have
been involved in street work since childhood. Of the 15 people inter-
viewed, 12 are male and 3 female, aged from 13 to 24 years.

TrACING UNEQUAL TRAJECTORIES

A large number of studies analyzing groups of children and youth who are
living and /or working on the streets use the perspective of social exclusion
as a theoretical tool to show the processes of vulnerability and social fragil-
ity (Makowski, 2010). I share the view that social exclusion is the result of
a process of cumulative disadvantage that leads to the undermining of the
individual’s relationship to society. As Saravi (2007, p. 30) pointed out:

The central importance of the processes of disadvantage and vulnerability as
key dimensions in the analysis of social exclusion establishes a direct and
necessary connection with the perspectives of life course...If the central ele-
ment discovered by the notion of social exclusion is the vulnerability of wide
sectors of the population trapped in a spiral of disadvantage, what is needed
is a methodological strategy that allows us to focus on the processes of con-
crete biographical experiences and at the same time evaluate factors and situ-
ations before they materialize.

This chapter takes a closer look at these processes. The lives of the young
people I studied are far from following standard life course patterns: they
work on the street from childhood and survive by self-employment, living
in temporary homes, or escaping from family life and spending certain
periods living on the streets or in institutions, abandoning basic educa-
tion, and so forth.
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Analyzing their biographies, I note how the initial disadvantage of liv-
ing in poverty—in many cases extreme poverty—is linked and interwoven
with other disadvantages that lead to vulnerable life trajectories.

However, I wish to emphasize that despite sharing such decisive fea-
tures and faced with similar situations, subjects’ responses to these chal-
lenges were diverse, shaping different life stories. Drawing on the responses,
T outline three types of trajectories based on the analysis of particular cases:
(1) controlled, (2) inert, and (3) limited, as explained below. The recon-
struction of trajectories allows us to examine the different risks to which
these children are exposed throughout childhood, as well as the different
obstacles they face to integration into the fabric of society.

The above three possible directions for life itineraries draw attention to
the key role of certain analytical elements (and I contend that it is crucial
to elaborate models involving multiple factors): the different resources
that the subjects bring into play and the different orientations that guide
their actions, some with more control over their destiny than others.

I discuss the opportunities available to them to make decisions about
their future lives and look at the biographical approach to the tension
between the concepts of subject/structure and individual /society, which
exist in constant interplay.® To quote Bayén (2013, p. 100):

The stories people tell about their own lives reveal how individuals give
meaning to their experiences, constraints and opportunities, showing the
ways in which structures distribute power and disadvantage. It involves the
identification of segments of social structure and culture that come into in
play in individual life stories, moving continually between the worlds of indi-
vidual lives and the social conditions which produce them and are repro-
duced by them.

The following reconstructions of itineraries and trajectories emphasize the
work dimension and highlight turning points in life experiences—the
events that, according to the subjective interpretation of the interviewees,
produced substantial modification in their lives. Each type of itinerary is
represented by a case study which exemplifies its characteristics. The clas-
sification of different trajectories into controlled, inert, and limited relates
to the main factors driving the social actions of these young people. In
some cases, there is a possibility of obtaining control and /or greater pre-
dictability over the course of the trajectories; these fit into the first cate-
gory. In others, the logic of inertia prevails, where a limited range of
choices converges with a disposition to reproduce or produce the same
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pattern; these belong in the second category. Finally, there are cases of
permanent crisis where day-to-day living involves life itself being under
constant threat—these fall into the third category.

Controlled Trajectovies

Joaquin is 22 years of age. He sells flowers on a busy corner of the city. He
lives in the town of Berazategui, about 35 km from La Plata, and began
working at around 11 or 12 years old with his parents who sold flowers in
La Plata, an activity he continues. At the time, his mother rented a stall on
a street outside the city center, on a busy road which provided access to
different key points of sale.

“I came and helped her and sometimes I crossed the Street and helped by
selling at the traffic lights ...I always helped her in some way. And then as the
people got to know me always being there, I started to come here alone...at
first I helped my parents and then when I was about 16 I started to invest my
own money...let’s say I invested 200 pesos and this then grew...I invested in
flowers, like I bought bunches of flowers, I sold them and then I had more
money, I saved some, invested again and kept on like that... I went to school
and my dad used to pick me up in the car and we used to come here, first I
did my homework in the flower stall and then I helped them...anyway they
never kept me short of anything...they always bought me stuff and I didn’t
have to ask them...well they were my parents! I helped them.”

Joaquin’s memories of his childhood are clearly shaped by his feeling of
being protected by his family and a strong sense of emotional and material
well-being—“I was never short of anything”—although, in Joaquin’s own
words, his father never had formal or stable employment and was always
“looking out for work,” selling cleaning products door-to-door. At some
moment that Joaquin could not exactly identify, after selling door-to-door
for years, his father began selling flowers, also on the street, slowly manag-
ing to expand the business and steadily increasing the number of custom-
ers. Then came the point when he stopped “working on the streets” to
deliver flowers by car to different neighborhoods of La Plata, Berisso, and
Ensenada (neighboring towns). In fact, it was his father who taught him
the trade and who encouraged him to work for himself. At age 16, Joaquin
became economically independent and recognizes what he sees as the first
turning point in his life, an event carrying deep repercussions, since the
condition of being a worker will follow him—he believes—for the rest of
his life.
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Helping his parents to sell flowers on a daily basis as a child did not
hamper his ability to maintain friendships or to fulfill his other commit-
ments. His education followed a “normal” path: he did not have learning
difficulties, did not have to repeat any year, and were it not for failing
exams in just three remaining subjects, he would have successfully finished
high school. Rather than the experience of child labor, he recognized the
decision to work for himself as the true turning point:

A:  There are boys of my age who just mess round and don’t do any-
thing...you see them and like they don’t care about anything, they
are different, different...me, I grew up suddenly ...I don’t know...I
really grew up when I started to work on the street, when I started to
work, like when I became independent and had my own money and
stood on my own feet.

So it was at 16 you felt you grew up?

From then on didn’t ask my parents for money, I went and bought
the flowers, went to work, made my money, bought stuff I wanted,
...or for my house...I had a room first...this room I gave to my sister
who had a son and I went back to my parent’s house. I left her the
room and everything...but I built it myself, a room and a bathroom
to live alone...and I think this makes you grow up a bit, it wasn’t all
that much money, I went out to dance and stuff, I spent money but
not that much, I was careful, I always tried to be careful and this pays
off, see? I saved money, at 17 I managed to buy my own motorbike,
and I sold that and at 18 I got my first car, an old VW, one of those
square ones. Well later I sold that one and I bought the one I’ve got
now. Always working and saving and always tried to invest the money,
otherwise you just waste it, buying a car you don’t waste it you invest,
you’ve got capital tomorrow, you sell and you’ve got it. I think that’s
when I grew up, when I started to manage on my own....”

>0

Taking on the responsibility to work for himself set him clearly apart from
other youngsters his age. His coming of age was taking the path of eco-
nomic autonomy that allowed him not only to satisfy immediate necessary
consumption (food, clothes, etc.) as do most of those who work on the
street but also to plan and execute other types of long-term consumption:
the construction of his own home and a vehicle. Whereas during his child-
hood work was just one among many daily activities, once he made the
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decision to become autonomous, work became the central focus in his life,
having more weight in the shaping of his biographical trajectory than any
other vital sphere.

Although he feels tired and understands that street work is “hard” and
a “sacrifice,” he prefers it to other opportunities that he has had: he enjoys
his autonomy, and his earnings help to meet the needs of his family. Unlike
the majority of youngsters interviewed, he was offered a number of diverse
work opportunities which, while limited, included formal, more secure
positions as well as informal, precarious ones. “They’ve offered me lots of
jobs, people who know me offer them.” Through family networks (his
brothers, sisters, and his “in-laws” and their brothers and sisters), he has
had the opportunity to enter different labor environments. One of his
memories of such work was a brief period in the call center of a bank in
2013, through one of his sister’s contacts. He decided to leave the job,
not so much because of the pay but because of the social distance he felt
between himself and his work mates.

I didn’t like the place, I didn’t like the people, I didn’t get on with them...
there were all sorts there, lots of guys who just go because they go, they
don’t care about anything, lots of people, guys who study, I don’t get on
with them, I don’t know... I’'m a worker...and maybe I socialized with peo-
ple who don’t give a shit: if I go to work today I go, or I don’t go, if they
deduct it that’s ok, know what I mean? I didn’t like the place, I worked
there three months and then I left.

These comments highlight the heavy weight of social fragmentation and
the importance of the thesis of Saravi (2015) who claims that today, indi-
viduals face a fragmented society as an objective reality, and due to this
perception of reality, they end up developing social experiences which pro-
duce and reproduce social fragmentation.

The best job-related experience Joaquin remembers was when (through
his brother-in-law’s contact) he worked for one year at an air conditioning
company serving the City Government of Buenos Aires (CABA). Although
he thought the pay was sufficient, he did not like having to be a self-
employed contractor. In fact, he believes that not wanting to be “self-
employed,” preferring a formal job with social security, was one of the
factors which caused his dismissal from the company, with no compensa-
tion whatsoever.
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The networks he has formed on the street, both in the area where he
lives and the area where he sells, have also been sources of potential
employment, but the jobs offered are always informal and offer lower pay
than what he earns on the street—indeed, this same problem has also led
him to refuse work in the formal labor market.

Joaquin’s satisfaction with his work comes not so much from the type
of work, which is exhausting and subject to climatic and economic insta-
bility, but rather because it has provided him with a means of subsistence.
Accordingly, T can deduce that his work has an instrumental’ meaning
since it was “chosen” above other work opportunities that he refused, or
that he tried out and did not like because he felt out of place, or because
the low pay made them unacceptable.

The second turning point, the moment when he feels that his life took
a downward turn, is when his child was born. The pregnancy was planned
with his partner (two years older), and they had decided to live together
some time before the pregnancy.

And well what made me grow up completely...was my son... it’s like you
throw in the towel and I was really young, 22 and I threw in the towel, it’s
very early, and well T know, someday I’ll be better off and things won’t be
so hard, and then I might enjoy life a bit more, because me and him [his
cousin who sells flowers] we work all day, we don’t enjoy life much, I see my
son and he sees his children for a while at night and then next day it’s the
same again. I mean it’s no fun, you just work, work, work, you can’t enjoy
what you should enjoy and your life is passing you by...when you were
younger you had some fun, but not for long and when you have to take on
a lot of responsibilities at that age it like hits you...see we wanted to have
kids but maybe we rushed it a bit because we were so young. I think this is
carrying the weight of responsibility...or maybe you can do your best to
make sure they are alright...but the weight is so heavy...it’s really hard work
and all this makes you really tired and you feel wrecked, well maybe not
wrecked, but you don’t feel like going out like before: ‘come on let’s go and
dance’, ‘let’s go to that place’...you don’t care anymore.

In chronological terms, he realizes he is young; however, the life he leads
has made him feel older, describing himself as “wrecked.” These represen-
tations about himself and what youth means seem to show that social
expectations about age are still very important for some young people
who see their future in terms of some hegemonic patterns of reference.
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As regards the future, he aspires to finish his high school studies and is
working toward this through a state program called “Plan FinEs” and with
the economic support of a “Beca Progresar.”1? His hope is to be able to get a
job as a bus driver, or at least a job with certain guarantees of stability and sal-
ary, rather than subsistence. A stable job, with its guarantees and securities,
neither disappears nor loses its significance as a symbolic traditional reference.
As regards the future and his son, Joaquin is reaching for a horizon that would
allow him to offer his son the type of opportunities he never had, such as a
university education and freedom from the need to work at such an early age.

Viewing Joaquin’s biographical trajectory through the lens of Mora
Salas and Oliveira’s work (2014), certain indicators of inherited inequality
are visible that have played an important part in shaping his trajectory:
being a male child (although his sisters are older, they did not work as early
as he did) in a low-income family made for an early entrance to the world
of work, setting the conditions of his itinerary, and charting the course of
his life. However, the support of his parents and a warm family life consti-
tuted key factors contributing to his overall positive image, one that has
allowed him to rationalize many of his actions and choices and to decide
what he wants and what he does not want within a limited context.

Faced with these scarce opportunities, Joaquin appears to have control
over his life: he chooses from different work options that appear; he evalu-
ates and attempts to control the path he follows, showing organization
and foresight: saving money, buying a car, building a small brick house on
his parents’ plot, choosing to start a family early, and so forth.

Compared to other trajectories that combine activity with inactivity,
Joaquin works continuously, six days a week for a routine number of
hours, and this holds significant weight in the shaping of his identity. At
the same time, his is an almost normal educational trajectory in which he
did not fall behind in the institutional school year. His working life was
compatible with his school life. However, his working activity and his con-
structed future expectations show the weight of the intergenerational
reproduction of vulnerability: he does the same job as his father, a signifi-
cant reference in the construction of his subjectivity.

Inert Trajectovies

Mauricio is 17 years old. He works minding cars on a block in the city
center. He lives in the area of Olmos (La Plata), about 12 km from the
center. Every day, he commutes by bus with his father, who is disabled and
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in a wheel chair, to the center of La Plata where they earn a living minding
and washing cars. He started work at age 6 or 7, minding cars at night in
the center with his sister, while his father sold popcorn at the entrance to
a cinema while also minding cars with his sons.

My dad was working there...he started...because my dad was selling pop-
corn. And the owner of the stand said ‘Why don’t you start minding cars
here? Mind the cars and work the stand at the same time’. Because we were
in the entrance of the mall. He said ‘do both things: sell and mind cars’, so
he said ‘well, ok.” So he did what the owner said, and did both things. And
so through the owner he started minding cars in 50 street, when it [ the park-
ing] wasn’t metered. And so my dad was there for 25 years minding cars.

His parents are together, he is one of three children. He is the eldest, fol-
lowed by a sister and a baby of a few months, and they make up the
nuclear family. He also has an older brother, from his father’s first mar-
riage, with whom he has a very good relationship. When telling stories of
his childhood, he makes no mention of any unusual or traumatic experi-
ence, though he remembers he often missed school during the times he
worked on the street and when he worked as helper on a building site. His
survival activities on the street played a hugely important role in shaping
his biographical trajectory. It was here that he built up a solidarity network
of social relationships, to which he is closer than to that of his own neigh-
borhood; this is a key space of sociability for many low-income youths.

And here on the street I feel more comfortable than at home...I feel more
relaxed. Because ...there’s more...I feel that the street can teach me more,
more than school let’s say...it gives you friendship and all that. Friendship!
You meet new people every day. Those kind of opportunities.

Although Mauricio highlights his positive experiences in the search for
subjective mechanisms that value his work in public spaces—“you have
friends,” “you get to know people,” “you don’t have a boss,” and “you can
do what you like”—and although it was a family experience (since he is a
boy is there and that’s what his father has done for 25 years), the fact is that
he did not choose to work on the street. He worked there because through-
out his life he never had any other opportunities for survival. Also, if he had
a choice, he would prefer construction work, where he has been gathering
experiences since a young age through his neighborhood contacts.

chavesmarian@gmail.com



56 M. E.RAUSKY

Neighbors came looking for me...because they’ve known me since I was
young, they know I can do everything. They call me to shovel earth and to
lay bricks. All this...if T had to choose, I prefer construction work. Because
there I’ve got 300 for sure, now 350. And on the street it’s hard. On the
street there’s some days you make money and some days you don’t, you
know?

According to Mauricio’s story, the preference for one activity over another
comes exclusively from the ability to obtain a regular income, rather than
concern over working conditions or even pay. He places more importance
on knowing how much money will be coming in—money that will not be
spent on personal expenses, but will contribute to the family household.
In his biographical story, something happened that marked his path and
redirected his life: the decision to abandon school education and dedicate
himself to full-time work.

A:  Twentup to second year of high school. I left because I had to repeat the
year and...well I repeated and after that ...well I repeated the second year
twice and then I kind of got lazy...I went and slept in class, I went and
messed around with my mates, we messed around with the boys in the
other third year, because we messed around in every way. We’d go and
then go outside, buy a soft drink, get something to drink. I just went to
waste time...

And after school you used to come here?

No, when I went to school I used to come here now and then, let’s say.
But then later on I lost interest in school and I liked working more than
studying.

=R

Considering the frustrations generated by school failure (“I’m lazy”), par-
ticularly in the context of an educational system in crisis due to fragmenta-
tion and segmentation processes, it is possible to understand how the
choice to leave school early and the preference for work could have
appeared to be a reasonable response to his situation. Nevertheless, he has
not abandoned hope of concluding his school education at some point on
his future horizon. Thinking about a possible future, Mauricio shows a
desire to finish his studies and apply to enter the police force.

I want to apply. Not for money but because I want to study, I want to finish
[school] and then I want to join the police. I’ve got this idea, to finish school
and become a police officer. I don’t like it but ...I tell everyone, It’s not
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about being a cop it’s for the money let’s say. Because the police earn good
money... I know that if I’'m in the police I’ll get by, I’ll have things I need.
And there’ll be something for me. I know that in the future if T can’t work as
a policeman anymore, I know I’ll be settled, and I know I’ll have one day....I
know P’ll have a house, a bit of land, all mine. I’ll know that it’s mine.

As in the case of Joaquin, work has an instrumental significance, and at the
same time, it organizes and marks the rhythm of his daily life. He leaves
home every day at the same time and goes by bus with his father to work
in the center for an average of eight hours per day. He also combines this
activity with odd jobs in his neighborhood at the weekend. The fact that
he has always worked with his father shows the key role of family support
in this type of trajectory. In the construction of his biography, an amenable
family atmosphere is clearly perceivable in the way he relates his life
experience.

In contrast to Joaquin, the social relationships he was able to build on
the street did not lead to doors opening to other, different work opportu-
nities. He has continued to oscillate exclusively between street work and
construction work. The possibilities of choice are much more limited in
his case, showing a tendency, with certain inertia, to develop practices that
reproduce his position.

As regards a probable future, his highest aspiration appears to be to
conclude his schooling and enter a low-qualified job in the police force on
the understanding that this job would give him stability and a reliable, suf-
ficient income to improve his conditions and “get by.”

Limited Trajectovies

This type of biographical narrative is typical of most of the young people
interviewed. They share experiences of suffering from an early age, condi-
tions of misery and extreme poverty with an absent or dead parent or
parents. Other recurring features of the itineraries of these young people
are the consumption of different types of drugs from early in life, experi-
ences of neglect and delinquency, times when living on the street wa