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The lesser grison, Galictis cuja (Molina,
1782), is a small mustelid (+1.6kg) with a
wide distribution in South America (Redford
and Eisenberg 1992). It is found in different
habitats, e.g., dry deciduous tropical forest
(Cerrado), wet forest, Andean grasslands,
xeric Chaco, pampean grassland and steppes.
These habitats have a great variation in
temperatures, precipitation, and elevation
from the seashore to >4.800m (Redford
and Eisenberg 1992; Mares et al., 1996;
Anderson 1997; Eisenberg and Redford
1999; Yensen and Tarifa 2003). The lesser
grison preys mainly on small rodents like
sigmodontines (e.g., Phyllotis, Oryzomys,
Akodon), octodontids (e.g., Ctenomys, Octo-
don) and cavies (e.g., Microcavia, Cavia,
Kerodon), hares and rabbits (e.g., Lepus,
Oryctolagus) as well as birds, reptiles, and
frogs (Ebensperger et al., 1991; Diuk-Wasser
and Cassini 1998; Cajal and Bonaventura
1998; Zapata et al., 2000).

Galictis cuja is distributed from southeastern
Peru, western Bolivia and southern Brazil,
throughout most of Paraguay and Uruguay,
to southern Patagonia in Chile and Argentina
(Cabrera 1958; Redford and Eisenberg 1992;
Mares et al. 1996; Anderson 1997; Eisenberg
and Redford 1999; Jayat et al., 1999; Yensen
and Tarifa 2003). New records in the last 30

years have extended our knowledge about
southern limit of the distribution to south-
ernmost Patagonia (Texera 1974; Gil 1991;
Massoia et al., 1993; Heinonen Fortabat and
Chebez 1997).

Until 1974, the most southern record of G.
cuja in Chile was Valdivia (39° 46'S, 73°
25'W), but Texera (1974) reported two speci-
mens from “Estancia Las Cumbres” (50°
45'S, 72° 25'W) and “Estancia Brazo Norte”
(52°03'S, 70° 05 W) in the Magallanes region
(Fig. 1), more than 1000km south of
Valdivia. Redford and Eisenberg (1992)
suggested that these specimens may actually
belong to Lyncodon patagonicus, but lower
second molars are present and the measure-
ments are more appropriate for G cuja
(Yensen and Tarifa 2003). Recently, Venegas
and Sielfeld (1998) corroborated the presence
of G. cuja in the Ultima Esperanza and
Magallanes region, and at localities on
Peninsula de Brunswick, and remarked the
increase in sightings in the previous year in
spite of hard winters (Fig. 1).

The situation is similar in Argentina, where
the southern limit was thought to be in
Chubut Province (e.g., Cabrera 1958; Daciuk
1974; Mares et al. 1996; Tell et al., 1997).
Also here, recent records have changed this
perception (Gil 1991; Massoia et al. 1993;
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Fig. 1. Distribution of G. cuja in southern Chile and Argentina. Gray: distribution of G. cuja in southern South
America priorly publications of Texera (1974) and Gil (1991) (see Cabrera 1958; Mares et al. 1996; Daciuk 1974).
(1) Caleta Olivia; (2) Estancia La Leona; (3) Bosques Petrificados Natural Monument; (4) Puerto Deseado; (5)
Perito Moreno National Park; (6) Rio Chico; (7) Lago Cardiel; (8) Los Glaciares National Park; (9) Cafiadon Darwin;
(10) Cerro Verlika; (11) Estancia Las Cumbres; (12) Puerto Coig; (13) Estancia Brazo Norte; (14) Peninsula de

Brunswick. Stars: new records.

Heinonen Fortabat and Chebez 1997). The
lesser grison was recorded at Puerto Coig
(50° 57'S, 69° 13'W) and Canadon Darwin
(49° 37'S, 67° 45W) (Gil 1991; Parera 2002)

and Massoia et al. (1993) listed G. cuyja
among the mammals found in Bubo virginia-
nus pellets from Lago Cardiel (48° 57'S, 71°
25'W; Fig. 1). Additionally, Heinonen Fortabat
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and Chebez (1997) mention this species for
Los Glaciares (49° 58'S, 73° 08'W), Perito
Moreno National Park (47° 48'S, 72° 14'W),
and Bosques Petrificados Natural Monument
(47° 52'S, 68° 00'W) (Fig. 1).

All these mentions, except that of Texera
(1974), are only taxonomic lists or pellet
items, without descriptions, figures, measure-
ments, collection or collection number of the
specimens.

In this note we present new records of G. cuja
from Santa Cruz Province, Argentina, based
on skeletal and skin remains (Table 1), and
compile previous published records in south-
ern Patagonia (Fig. 1).

The new specimens were determined as G.
cuja, by the combination of size, presence of
P2/2 and m2, and several cranial and dentary
characteristics (e.g., width of the postorbital
constriction, development of the P4 lingual
cingulum). They are deposited at the Colec-
cion de Mastozoologia, Departamento Cien-
tifico Zoologia Vertebrados, Museo de La
Plata (MLPMa), the Coleccion del Parque
Nacional “Bosques Petrificados” (PNBP),
and the Coleccion del Centro de Investiga-
ciones de Puerto Deseado, Universidad de la
Patagonia Austral (CIPD).

Measurements: CBL: condylobasilar skull
length, between the anterior border of the
premaxillary to the caudal border of the occi-
pital condyles; POCW: width of the post-
orbitary constriction behind the postorbitary
process; LP4: maximum length of the upper
carnassial (P4); Lm1: maximum length of the
lower carnassial (ml); LM: length of the
mandible between the anterior border and
the posterior border of the condyle.

Table 1. Measurements (mm) of the new exemplars of
G. cuja from the Santa Cruz Province.

CIPpD1 (CIPD2 MLP Ma19- CIPD S5
XII-02-3
CBL 80.1 76.5 82.1
POCW  18.4 19.5 19.2
LP4 10.4 8.8 9.0
Lm1 10.4 9.9 8.1 9.5
LM 49.3 47.5 41.6 48.5
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These records from Santa Cruz Province
were collected at the following localities: (1)
CIPD 1. 10km near Puerto Deseado (47°
44'S, 65° 53'W). Skull; (2) CIPD 2. 30km
near Caleta Olivia (46° 26'S, 67° 31'W) Skull;
(3) MLP Ma 19-XI1-02-3. a mandible with
the entire dentition, collected in 1998 at
Cerro Verlika (50° 36'S, 72° 16W); (4)
PNBP S/N°. Bosques Petrificados Natural
Monument (47° 52'S, 68° 00'W) Skin. This
material was previously mentioned as L.
patagonicus by Prevosti and Pardinas
(2001), but was checked again. This skin
has a diagonal, buffy, narrow stripe on the
forehead and shoulder, and lacks the black
nucal spot typical for L. patagonicus. Thus, it
was determined as G. cuja; (5) CIPD 5.
Estancia La Leona (47° 27'S, 67° 36'W),
15km southwest of Aguada Grande. Skull
and baculum. Male.

These new records of G. cuja in Santa Cruz
extend the range of the species in Argentina
more than 244, 000 km?>, confirm the presence
of this species at least to 50° 36’ South and
increase confidence for anecdotal southern-
most records. These records show that
G. cuja are adaptable to the cold and
arid climate of southern Patagonia steppe
habitats.

In the light of these new records of G. cuja in
Santa Cruz, we confirm an old and ignored
mention of Lista (1880), who found a weasel
(“Galictis (7)) very similar but smaller than
G. vittata and different from L. patagonicus —
at Rio Chico (~49° 16'S, 69° 16'W; Fig. 1).
This might be an early mention of G. cuja
from southern Patagonia.
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