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Abstract. In this work, chitosan films were prepared by a casting/solvent evaporation
methodology using pectin or hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose to form polymeric matrices.
Miconazole nitrate, as a model drug, was loaded into such formulations. These polymeric
films were characterized in terms of mechanical properties, adhesiveness, and swelling as well
as drug release. Besides, the morphology of raw materials and films was investigated by
scanning electron microscopy; interactions between polymers were analyzed by infrared
spectroscopy and drug crystallinity studied by differential scanning calorimetry and X-ray
diffraction. In addition, antifungal activity against cultures of the five most important fungal
opportunis t ic pathogens belonging to Candida genus was invest igated.
Chitosan:hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose films were found to be the most appropriate
formulations in terms of folding endurance, mechanical properties, and adhesiveness. Also,
an improvement in the dissolution rate of miconazole nitrate from the films up to 90%
compared to the non-loaded drug was observed. The in vitro antifungal activity showed a
significant activity of the model drug when it is loaded into chitosan films. These findings
suggest that chitosan-based films are a promising approach to deliver miconazole nitrate for
the treatment of candidiasis.
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INTRODUCTION

Chitin, a naturally abundant mucopolysaccharide, is a
major constituent of the shells of crustaceans, the exo-
skeletons of insects, and the cell walls of fungi. Chitosan
(CH), a copolymer of N-acetyl-D-glucosamine and D-
glucosamine, is obtained by N-deacetylation of chitin.
CH is a positively charged polymer at pH < 6.5 as a result
of the free amino groups in its structure. Due to its
unique and attractive biological properties including bio-
compatibility, biodegradability, nontoxicity, and physiolog-
ical inertness, CH is widely used in pharmaceutical
applications (1). As a polycation, CH has the capability
to form polyelectrolyte complexes with polyanions, being
very suitable for the development of different types of
functional drug delivery systems, from controlled release
tablets to highly swellable and/or mucoadhesive films
(1,2). Thus, a variety of polyelectrolyte complexes of CH
with negatively charged natural polymers including carra-
geenan, xanthan gum, sodium alginate, gelatin, and
hyaluronic acid, as potential carriers in drug delivery
systems, has been described (3,4).
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In particular, polyelectrolyte complexes of CH and
pectin (PC), a naturally occurring anionic polysaccharide, as
carrier for the delivery of carvedilol were prepared using
solvent casting method. The in vitro and in vivo properties of
these formulations were evaluated, and it was found that the
patches showed bioadhesive strength and in vitro drug
release. In addition, drug bioavailability was significantly
improved (5). Additionally, CH-PC complexes for colon-
specific delivery of vancomycin were formulated, at various
pH values, using different molar ratios of such polymers. In
particular, CH-PC formulation prepared at 1:9 molar ratio
presented the highest mucoadhesive characteristics and a pH-
dependent swelling, indicating its suitability for colon delivery
(6). Moreover, CH-PC complexes were formulated for colon
delivery of theophylline. In agreement with strong polymeric
network interactions at acidic pH, the drug release was found
to be nearly 90% at pH values higher than 6.8, indicating a
potential application as a colon-specific drug delivery system
(7).

Alternatively, CH has been also reported to form
polymeric matrices with nonionic polymers including cellu-
lose derivatives to increase the swelling and adhesion
properties of the polymeric formulations as well as to modify
the drug release rate (3). In particular, CH and hydroxypro-
pyl methylcellulose (HPMC) films have been prepared by the
solvent casting method, using glycerol as plasticizer, to deliver
propranalol HCl. The results indicated that CH-HPMC
blends possess good mechanical performance, and the optical
analysis showed a homogeneous dispersion of propranalol
HCl inside the polymeric network. Diffusion studies showed a
fast drug release in case of CH or HMPC single polymeric
formulations compared to the CH-HPMC blends, indicating
that the polymeric molar ratio is crucial for a controlled drug
delivery from such films (8).

Despite the significant importance of CH matrices in
pharmaceutical preparations to date, few studies have been
carried out to formulate buccal films for the local treatment of
a variety of fungal infections produced by Candida albicans,
the most important fungal opportunistic pathogen. Among
them, a novel scaffold of clotrimazole-microemulsion-
containing nanofibers (9) and mucoadhesive chitosan-coated
polyvinilpyrrolidone/cyclodextrin/ clotrimazole sandwich
patches (10) has been developed. Both the patches and
microemulsion-containing nanofibers showed excellent anti-
fungal activity against C. albicans. It should be noted, also,
that other Candida species are found in healthy individuals
including C. glabrata, C. tropicalis, C. parapsilosis, and
C. krusei. All five mentioned species cause more than 90%
of infections (11). Thus, the aim of this work was the
development of buccal mucoadhesive films based on CH in
combination with PC and HPMC loaded with miconazole
nitrate (MN), as a model antifungal drug. These polymeric
films were thoroughly characterized in terms of mechanical
properties, adhesiveness, and swelling as well as drug release.
The morphology of raw materials and films was investigated
by scanning electron microscopy. Interactions between poly-
mers were analyzed by infrared spectroscopy and drug
crystallinity studied by differential scanning calorimetry and
X-ray diffraction. In addition, antifungal activity against

cultures of the five most important fungal opportunistic
pathogens belonging to Candida genus was investigated.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials

CH (230 KDa average molecular weight and 80.6% of N-
deacetylation) was supplied by Aldrich Chemical Co. (Mil-
waukee, WI, USA), PC (MW 18.1 kDa and degree of
esterification of 81.0%) was supplied by Sigma-Aldrich
Chemie GmbH (Steinheim, Germany), HPMC (MW
250 kDa, methoxyl content 19–24%, hydroxypropyl content
7–12%) was purchased from Eigenmann & Veronelli (Milan,
Italy), and MN pharmaceutical grade (purity of 99.49%), by
Parafarm, (Buenos Aires, Argentina). All other chemicals
were of analytical grade.

Methods

Films Preparation

CH solutions (3% w/v) were prepared by dispersing CH
in lactic acid (10% v/v) aqueous solution and stirred
overnight (12). Water solutions of PC and HPMC (3% w/v)
were prepared and, after 24 h, filtered through Miracloth®
filter (Calbiochem-Novabiochem Corp., San Diego, CA). CH
solutions (20 mL) were dripped into each polymeric solutions
(20 mL), at 80°C under magnetic stirring (Boeco stirrer,
Germany) for 5 min. On the other hand, MN at 2% w/w
(24 mg) was solubilized in 0.37 mL of PEG 400 (used as
plasticizer) and added to the solutions. The plasticizer content
was 34% w/w (13). The mixtures were stirred at 200 rpm for
2 h; the solutions were then cast on 10-cm diameter Petri
dishes and dried in an oven for 72 h at 40°C and 58% relative
humidity (RH). After drying, films were neutralized in casting
by addition of a phosphate buffer pH = 6.8 solution, washed
with distilled water, and dried again (14,15). Dried films were
removed from the Petri dishes and conditioned in a chamber
for 72 h at 25°C and 58% RH. The obtained formulations
were observed and checked for possible imperfections by
visual monitoring. Films that exhibited flaws, cracks, bubbles,
and/or holes were discarded. Compositions of the formulated
films are detailed in Table I.

Films Characterization

Film Thickness

The thickness of the films was measured at five different
places by means of a digital micrometer (Schwyz, China) (16).

Folding Endurance

Folding endurance was determined by repeatedly folding
the films for 300 times at the same place. Folding endurance
values higher than 300 indicate a high mechanical strength of
these films to withstand breaks during administration and
dislocations from the site of application (17).
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Mechanical Properties

A Universal Testing Machine Instron, single column,
Series 3340 (Instron, Norwood, MA, United States) with a
10 N load cell was employed to evaluate the mechanical
strengths of the films. Three replicate measurements were
performed by each mechanical probe. Samples for each
mechanical test were conditioned for 24 h at 25°C and 58%
RH. Films were cut into strips of 7-mm wide and 60-mm
length, to evaluate tensile properties. To prevent tearing and
slippage in the testing device, the strip ends were mounted
with double-sided tape and squares of 30 mm of cardstock
were added. The exposed film strip length between cardstock
ends was 30 mm. The initial grip distance was 30 mm, and the
crosshead speed was 0.05 mm/s. Tensile strength, calculated
by dividing the peak load by the cross-sectional area
(thickness of film) of the initial film, and elongation,
calculated as the percentile of the change in the length of
the film with respect to the original distance between the grips
(30 mm), were the parameters obtained from stress/strain
curves.

In Vitro Mucoadhesive Strength

The mucoadhesive strength of the films was evaluated
in vitro by measuring the force required to detach each
formulation from a disk of porcine gum (obtained from
BPaladini^ slaughterhouse, V.G. Galvez, Argentina), using an
Instron universal testing machine. Gum disks (2.5-cm diam-
eter) were obtained by cutting the porcine gums with a punch
biopsy. These disks were then horizontally attached to the
lower end of the cylindrical probe by using double-sided
adhesive tape, and a portion of each film (2.5-cm diameter,
obtained employing a punch biopsy) was added to the upper
end of the cylindrical probe. Prior to testing, disks were
hydrated with artificial saliva (0.1 mL, pH = 6.8) for 10 min.
The upper cylindrical probe was then moved down until the
film was in contact with the surface of the gum. The film
remained in contact with the disk for 5 min and then moved
upwards at a constant speed of 1.0 mm/s. The force required
to detach the gum disk from the surface of each film was
determined from the resulting force/time plot. The test was
carried out in triplicate (18).

Swelling Study

Swelling measurements were carried out by immersing
an accurately weighed portion of the films (2.5-cm diameter)
in 1 mL of artificial saliva (pH = 6.8) at 37°C (19). At
predetermined time intervals (0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 45, 60, 90,
120, 150 min), the films were carefully removed, excess
adhering moisture gently blotted off, and weighed. After
that, 1 mL of artificial saliva was added. The swelling index
(SI) was calculated using Eq. 1. The test was carried out in
triplicate.

SI %ð Þ ¼ Wt−W0=W0 � 100 ð1Þ

Where Wt is the weight of swollen films and W0 is the
weight of dry film.

Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy

Fourier transform infrared (FT-IR) spectra were ob-
tained by an FT-IR-Prestige-21 (Shimadzu, Tokyo, Japan)
using the KBr disk method (2 mg sample in 100 mg KBr) for
the MN and polymers and using attenuated total reflectance
with ZnSe crystal (ATR) for the analysis of films. Scanning
range was 700 to 3900 cm−1 with a resolution of 1 cm−1.

Scanning Electron Microscopy

The morphology of raw materials and films was
investigated by scanning electron microscopy (SEM,
AMR 1000, Leitz, Wetzlar, Germany). Film samples were
cryo-fractured by immersion in liquid nitrogen and then
mounted on an aluminum sample support by means of a
conductive and double-sided adhesive. The film portions
were coated with a fine gold layer for 15 min at 70–80
mTorr in order to make them conductive before obtaining
the SEM micrographs. All samples were examined using
an accelerating voltage of 20 kV and magnification of
200×.

Table I. Composition Details for Films Formulations (Factors) and Responses Obtained for Each Formulation

Formulation Factors Responses

CH PC HPMC MN (w/w) Folding Thickness (mm) Tensile strength (N) Elongation (%) Adhesivity (N)

CH-MN 100% 2% √ 0.60 ± 0.03 0.8 ± 0.1 421 ± 22 0.4 ± 0.2
CH-PC-MN 50% 50% 2% √ 0.7 ± 0.2 3.4 ± 0.9 11 ± 4 0.5 ± 0.2
PC-MN 100% 2% X 0.21 ± 0.01 – – –
CH-HPMC-MN 50% 50% 2% √ 0.43 ± 0.03 2.2 ± 0.5 150 ± 62 0.4 ± 0.1
HPMC-MN 100% 2% √ 0.33 ± 0.05 4.8 ± 0.2 274 ± 84 0.4 ± 0.1
CH 100% – √ 0.59 ± 0.02 0.9 ± 0.2 415 ± 20 0.4 ± 0.1
CH-PC 50% 50% – √ 0.7 ± 0.2 3.8 ± 0.9 10 ± 3 0.5 ± 0.2
PC 100% – X 0.22 ± 0.01 – – –
CH-HPMC 50% 50% – √ 0.35 ± 0.01 2.7 ± 0.8 93 ± 50 0.4 ± 0.1
HPMC 100% – √ 0.24 ± 0.03 5.3 ± 0.4 245 ± 75 0.3 ± 0.2

Chitosan Films for Treatment of Oral Candidiasis



Differential Scanning Calorimetry

Thermal properties of raw MN and formulations were
evaluated using a Shimadzu TA-60 (Kyoto, Japan) calorim-
eter. Films 20 mg (containing 0.4 mg of MN) and raw MN
(5 mg) were analyzed (20). The instrument was calibrated
using indium and zinc as standards. Each sample, in crimped
aluminum pan, was scanned at a rate of 5°C/min from 30 up
to 300°C, under N2 atmosphere (flow rate 30 mL/min), and an
empty aluminum pan was used as a reference.

X-Ray Diffraction

Data collection was carried out in transmission mode on
an automated X’Pert Phillips MPD difractometer (Eindho-
ven, The Netherlands). X-ray diffraction patterns were
recorded using CuKa radiation (λ = 1.540562 Å), a voltage
of 40 kV, a current of 20 mA, and steps of 0.02° on the
interval 2Ө = 10°–50°.

Low peak broadening and background were assured by
using parallel beam geometry by means of an X-ray lens and
a graphite monocromator placed before the detector window.
Data acquisition and evaluation were performed with the
Stoe Visual-Xpow package, Version 2.75 (Germany).

Dissolution Studies

Dissolution studies of MN raw material and films were
performed in 900 mL of distilled water containing 1% PEG
400 at 37°C, using a USP XXIVapparatus (Hanson Research,
SR8 8-Flask Bath, Ontario, Canada) with paddle rotating at
50 rpm. Films were fixed to the central shaft using cyanoac-
rylate adhesive while MN raw material was dispersed in the
dissolution medium. At different time intervals (0, 10, 20, 30,
40, 50, 60, and 90 min), 5 mL samples were withdrawn
through a filter. An equal volume of the dissolution medium
was added after each sample extraction to maintain a
constant volume and sink conditions. The amount of released
MN was determined by UV analysis at 272 nm. The results
presented are mean values of three determinations.

Halo Zone Test

Halo zone test was performed following the guidelines of
disk diffusion method described in CLSI document M44-A2
(21). Testing was carried out on Agar plates (150 mm
diameter) containing Mueller-Hinton agar, supplemented
with 2% glucose (2 g/100 mL) and 0.5 mcg/mL methylene
blue (MB), at a depth of 4.0 mm. C. albicans (ATCC 10231),
C. glabrata (CCC115-00), C. tropicalis (CCC148-13),
C. parapsilosis (ATCC 22019), and C. krusei (ATCC 6258)
were cultured in Sabouraud’s dextrose agar 18–24 h before
testing. The inocula were prepared by suspending five distinct
colonies in 5 mL of sterile distilled water and shaking on a
vortex mixer for 15 s. The agar surface was inoculated by
dipping sterile cotton swabs into a cell suspension adjusted to
the turbidity of a 0.5 McFarland standard (approximately 1–5
106 CFU/mL) and streaking the plate surface in three
directions. The plate was allowed to dry for 20 min, and
then, films were placed onto the surface of agar. MN drug
alone was used as control. The plates were incubated in air at

28°C and read at 24 h. After 24 h of incubation, zone
diameters (in millimeters) for the zone of complete inhibition
were determined using a caliper and the mean value for each
organism was recorded.

Statistical Analysis

Results were expressed as mean values ± standard devi-
ation (SD). Analysis of variance was used, and when the
effect of the factors was significant, the Tukey multiple ranks
honestly significant difference test was applied. Differences at
p < 0.05 were considered significant.

RESULTS

Thickness, Folding Endurance, Tensile Strength, and
Elongation

As seen in Table I, the thickness of both loaded and non-
loaded films was in the range of 0.21 ± 0.01 to 0.7 ± 0.2 mm. In
particular, loaded and non-loaded CH and CH-PC films
showed the highest value. In addition, in CH-PC films, a
higher standard deviation was observed as compared to the
other formulations, probably due to different patterns of
roughness on the film surface.

Folding endurance was found to be the lowest for PC-
based films, while all the other films were folded at least 300
times without breaking, indicating their high mechanical
strength (Table I). It should be noted that the flexibility of
the films was not affected when MN was loaded. Regarding
the tensile strength, the lowest value was observed for loaded
and non-loaded CH films compared with the corresponding
CH-PC and CH-HPMC formulations. As seen in Table I, the
elongation of loaded films based on CH and HPMC were 421
± 22% and 274 ± 84%, respectively while PC film did not
show any elongation property. The elongation capacity was
reduced in films based on polymer combination, CH-HMPC
formulation presented an elongation of 150 ± 62%, and a very
low elongation was observed for the loaded CH-CP (11 ± 4).
Similar values were obtained for the non-loaded
formulations.

In Vitro Mucoadhesive Strength

The mucoadhesive strength of films is shown in Table I.
As can be observed, the adhesiveness of films based just on
CH or HPMC (loaded and non-loaded) was very similar
(p > 0.05). A comparable trend was observed when CH-PC
and CH-HPMC formulations were analyzed. However, when
the films were prepared only with PC, no adhesion property
was observed.

Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy

As seen in Fig. 1, CH spectrum showed bands at 1650
and 1420 cm−1 corresponding to asymmetric and symmetric-
COO− stretching vibration and at 1599 cm−1 (N-H stretching)
(15,22,23). The PC spectrum showed typical bands at 1737,
1649, 1452 cm−1 assigned to the C=O stretching of methyl-
ated carboxyl groups and to anti-symmetric and symmetric
stretching modes of COO−, respectively (24). The
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characteristic peaks of HPMC are at 3450 cm−1 attributed to
the -O-H stretching, the band between 1650 and 1600 cm−1

attributed to the presence of stretching vibration C-O for six
member cyclic rings, the band between 1460 and 1350 cm−1

attributed to C-O-C of cyclic anhydrides and peaks 1300–
1250 cm−1 due to C-O-C cyclic epoxide, finally the peak at
950–1150 cm−1 assigned to C-O (25,26). On the other hand,
IR spectra of CH-PC films exhibited a significant modification
in the carbonyl-amide region. The -NH3

+ groups (CH band at
1599 cm−1) and asymmetric and symmetric -COO− stretching
vibration at 1650 and 1420 cm−1, respectively, shifted to 1640
and 1456 cm−1. Also, a shift was detected corresponding to
C=O peak from 1737 to 1722 cm−1, confirming interactions
between CH (−NH3

+ groups) and PC (−COO− groups)
(27,28). On the contrary, in the IR spectrum of CH-HPMC,
no shifts were observed with respect to the single polymer
spectrum, which may indicate weak or no interactions
between these polymers.

Differential Scanning Calorimetry

The thermograms of films and raw materials are shown
in Fig. 2. The raw MN presents a sharp endothermic peak at
186°C corresponding to its melting point. However, in the

loaded films, the absence of typical endothermic peak of MN
was observed. Regarding the behavior of the polymers, it was
found that CH-MN and PC-MN formulations exhibited
endothermic events around 40 and 50°C, respectively. The
analysis of HPMC-MN films indicated the absence of
endothermic events in the range between 50 and 300°C. On
the other hand, CH-PC-MN films exhibited a broad endo-
thermic peak at 245°C (5), while thermograms of CH:HPMC-
MN films showed an endothermic peak at 45°C.

X-Ray Diffraction

The X-ray study was carried out to confirm the results of
the DSC studies. The X-ray patterns of MN, CH-MN, PC-
MN, HPMC-MN, CH-PC-MN, and CH-HPMC-MN are
shown in Fig. 3. The MN spectra showed sharp and narrow
peaks at diffraction angles (2 ): 13.05°, 14.49°, 15.59°, 16.22°,
18.55°, 20.80°, 21.57°, 22.95°, 25.19°, 26.15°, 27.32°, 29.9°,
31.82°, 33.12°, 36.6°, and 40.69°, with a typical crystalline
pattern (29,30). On the other hand, the X-ray spectra of the
films did not show peaks corresponding to crystalline MN.

Scanning Electron Microscopy

Morphology of the raw materials and films of MN were
analyzed by SEM. MN (Fig. 4a) appears as irregular small
crystals (10–30 μm) while CH (Fig. 4b) is a mixture of
particles in the size range from 100 to 300 μm with few
smaller particles (20–40 μm). As seen in Fig. 4c, HPMC
appears as a mixture of fibrous and irregularly shaped flat
particles in the size range from 10 to 200 μm. Finally, PC
(Fig. 4d) presented wrinkled blocks in a range of 20 to

Fig. 1. Infrared spectra of raw materials and films

Fig. 2. Differential scanning calorimetry curves of MN and films
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300 μm. The morphology of the films shows that all
formulations were almost symmetric and uniformly

distributed. The analysis of CH-PC films showed different
wrinkled patterns and cavities (Fig. 4f, h), while CH-HPMC

Fig. 3. X-ray diffraction patterns of MN and films

Fig. 4. Scanning electron microscopy. a MN. b CH. c HPMC. d PC. e, f Film surfaces (e CH-HPMC, f CH-
PC). g, h Film cross sections (g CH-HPMC, h CH-PC)

Tejada et al.



films were seen to be smooth and homogeneous with no
apparent pores (Fig. 4e, g).

Swelling Study

As seen in Fig. 5, the analyzed films swelled to different
extents, depending on the polymer or polymers combination.
CH film and PC film exhibited a swelling index of 4.2 and
8.7%, respectively, and it should be noted that both formu-
lations disintegrated after 30 min. Alternatively, HPMC film
presented a swelling index of 6.1%, disintegrating after
60 min. Finally, CH-PC and CH-HPMC films showed a
swelling index of 1.4 and 4.6%, respectively. In both cases,
after 150 min, the disintegration of the film structure was
observed.

Dissolution Test

Figure 6 shows the dissolution studies of the MN raw
material and films, performed in 900 mL of distilled water
containing 1% v/v PEG 400. As other imidazole derivatives,
raw MN shows poor aqueous solubility and it is classified as
Class II according to the Biopharmaceutical Classification
System (BCS). As a consequence, after 30 min assay, only
1.4% of MN was released (Q30 = 1.4%), while films allow a
significant incensement in MN dissolution rate (CH-PC Q30 =

28.6, CH-HMPC Q30 = 47.3, HPMC Q30 = 85.9, PC Q30 = 96.8,
and CH Q30 = 97.0). Finally, only 35% of drug was found to
be in solution within 90 min. On the other hand, the amount
of MN released from CH-PC, CH-HMPC, HPMC, PC, and
CH films was found to be 81, 84, 94, 98, and 99%,
respectively.

Halo Zone Test

As shown in Table II, after 24 h assay, Q-MN, Q-PC-MN,
and Q-HPMC-MN films showed a higher activity than raw
MN (p < 0.05), against the five Candida strains tested. Non-
loaded CH-based films were found to produce a certain
antifungal activity against the same species while non-loaded
PC and HPMC films did not produce any growth inhibition of
such strains.

DISCUSSION

Thickness of MN films were in a range from 0.21 ± 0.01
to 0.7 ± 0.2 mm, which is adequate to avoid discomfort when
applied, because an ideal buccal film, in general, should
exhibit a thickness between 50 and 1000 μm (31).

Folding endurance is the number of times that a film can
be folded at the same place without breaking or cracking. Its
evaluation may give an idea about the flexibility of a film,

Fig. 5. Swelling index (%) of films (mean ± SD, n = 3) in artificial saliva at 37°C

Fig. 6. Dissolution studies of MN raw material and films performed in 900 ml of distilled
water containing 1% PEG 400 at 37°C (mean ± SD, n = 3)
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which is desirable to handle it easily for a comfortable and
secure application (17). As observed, PC films were broken
before being folded 300 times. Oppositely, loaded and non-
loaded formulations based on CH, HPMC, CH-PC, and CH-
HPMC were found to be more resistant, indicating a good
flexibility for buccal application. It should be mentioned that
loaded and non-loaded CH-PC films exhibited a higher value
of thickness and high variability values, probably due to the
formation of a polyelectrolyte complex between such oppo-
sitely charged polymers. Additionally, CH-PC ionic interac-
tions could be the reason for the surface roughness observed
on these two formulations compared with the other films
where no ionic interactions occur (15). Tensile strength is an
important requirement as these formulations should be easily
manipulated by patients without breaking. As can be
observed in Table I, ionic interactions between CH-PC may
produce rigid matrices, which might produce discomfort when
applied. As herein described, the lowest value regarding the
tensile strength was observed in the loaded and non-loaded
PC films while the CH-PC and CH-HPMC formulations
exhibited more preferable tensile strength values (because
films are preferred to exhibit relatively high tensile strength
and elongation to break) (32,33). Alternatively, the elonga-
tion properties of loaded CH and HPMC films were higher
compared to CH-HMPC film, while a very low elongation
was observed for the loaded CH-PC film, probably due to the
formation of a rigid matrix as a result of its ionic interactions
observed by infrared analysis (34). These results also
indicated that PC films exhibited the lowest values of tensile
strength and elongation properties, leading to less flexible
films with poor elastic properties. Thus, the results obtained
from folding endurance and tensile property assays indicate
that manipulation and secure application of PC films are
extremely difficult. Although CH-PC films were folded 300
times without breaking, their elongation properties were
poor. The use of different plasticizer concentrations or
internal plasticizers such as sorbitol or glycerol instead of
PEG 400 (external plasticizer) may probably modify the
mechanical properties of these films. Several works have
reported variations in film mechanical properties when using
a plasticizer at different concentrations (32,35) and also when
different plasticizers were employed (35–37). In this work,

PEG 400 was selected as plasticizer since neither sorbitol nor
glycerol (0.37 mL) were able to solubilize MN during film
formulation.

Mucoadhesive properties are one of the most important
features of polymeric buccal drug delivery systems. In this
case, interactions with mucin appear to be both electrostatic,
via positively charged amino groups of CH and negatively
charged sialic acid residues of mucus glycoproteins or mucins,
and/or hydrophobic, via methyl groups of acetylated CH
residues with methyl groups of mucin side chains (38).
Additionally, in general, anionic polyelectrolytes such as PC
have been found to form stronger mucoadhesive bond
compared to neutral polymers including HPMC or other
cellulose derivatives (39). The polymers require to be
hydrated in order to exhibit their mucoadhesive properties;
however, a critical degree of hydration limits the phenome-
non. Above this critical value, overhydration occurs, leading
to the formation of a slippery mucilage lacking mucoadhesive
properties (40).

In this work, even though neutral (HPMC) and charged
(CH and PC) polymers were used to formulate mucoadhesive
films, no significant differences were found between them, in
terms of adhesiveness (p > 0.05). Moreover, loaded and non-
loaded formulations showed similar mucoadhesive properties,
indicating that MN did not greatly modify the adhesion of
such polymeric formulation to porcine gum, used as a mucosa
model. As mentioned, depending on the hydration degree,
the swelling capacity of a polymer is directly correlated with
the mucoadhesive strength. Usually, films based on PC
present a significant water retention capacity, probably due
to the presence of free polymeric carboxylic acid groups
which play an important role in terms of water uptake (28).
At the same time PC, as many other related negatively
charged molecules, exhibits remarkable mucoadhesion char-
acteristics related to strong interactions between its carboxylic
acid moiety and the hydroxyl groups of the mucin. As shown
in Fig. 4, PC-MN film exhibited extensive swelling, leading to
the formation of a very fragile and easily disintegrated
structure, as a consequence, to the total loss of its cohesive
properties (41,42). On the other hand, CH, a cationic water
insoluble polymer with significant mucoadhesion properties,

Table II. Antifungal Activity of Films (Mean ± SD) After 24 h Assay in Cultures of C. albicans, C. parapsilosis, C. tropicalis, C. krusei, and
C. glabrata

Inhibition zone (mm)

C. albicans C. parapsilosis C. tropicalis C. krusei C. glabrata

CH-MN 34 ± 1 36 ± 1 38 ± 1 37 ± 2 34 ± 2
CH-PC-MN 37 ± 2 40 ± 3 42 ± 3 36 ± 2 39 ± 3
PC-MN 12 ± 2 20 ± 1 24 ± 1 28 ± 1 26 ± 2
CH-HPMC-MN 26 ± 2 43 ± 2 43 ± 4 37 ± 2 41 ± 3
HPMC-MN 20 ± 1 32 ± 2 24 ± 3 31 ± 2 21 ± 2
CH 6 ± 1 18 ± 2 6 ± 2 6 ± 1 20 ± 1
PC – – – – –
HPMC – – – – –
Test (MN) 18 ± 1 31 ± 1 22 ± 1 22 ± 1 30 ± 3
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exhibits a pH-dependent swelling behavior showing higher
water retention in acidic conditions when the free amino
groups are fully protonated (43,44). In this case, since the
swelling test was done at physiological pH (6.8), CH film
exhibited a considerable minor swelling ratio than PC film.
Probably, this moderate hydration degree allowed CH film
displayed a potentially useful adhesive value (45), because of
the interactions between the CH amino groups and the
anionic structures of the mucin. HPMC, a non-ionic polymer,
displays mucoadhesive characteristics through physical and/or
chemical interactions with the mucus components. Addition-
ally, in contact with water, this polymer becomes hydrated
and swells, generating a gelatinous barrier layer, which may
affect its adhesion properties (43). When compared to CH-
MN, HPMC-MN film showed a higher swelling degree and
similar bioadhesive behavior, indicating that the HPMC
higher hydration did not affect adhesion to the mucin.
However, an over hydration observed in PC films might
produce the complete loss of adhesiveness. Therefore, in this
study, it was possible to observe that CH, CH-PC, CH-
HMPC, and HPMC films display similar performance in
terms of adhesiveness, being suitable as formulations for the
oral cavity, in comparison with the PC films.

The IR spectra of films based on CH-PC significantly
changed in the carbonyl-amide region. The -NH3

+groups (CH
band at 1599 cm−1) and asymmetric and symmetric -COO−

stretching vibration at 1650 and 1420 cm−1 were shifted,
respectively. Additionally, the C=O peak of the anionic
polymer was shifted from 1708 to 1722 cm−1, indicating the
strong interaction between the -NH3

+ groups of CH and the -
COO− groups of PC (27,28). On the other hand, the IR
spectrum of CH-HPMC-MN did not show any shift of the
main peaks in comparison with the IR of the single polymers,
which suggest weak electrostatic interactions between poly-
mers. Moreover, by SEM analysis of the surface and the cross
section, it is possible to observe that CH-PC films showed a
rough surface, probably due to strong electrostatic interac-
tions between CH and PC, as already detected by IR (Fig. 1).
Additionally, this finding could be based on, at least, partial
immiscibility between such polymers. Alternatively, CH-
HPMC-MN showed a smooth surface which could be due to
weak electrostatic interactions while the analyses of film cross
sections demonstrated a total miscibility of MN into the
polymer mixture. This finding is in agreement with previous
reports based on the formation of carboxymethyl chitosan/
polyethylenimine membranes (46).

As seen in Fig. 2, the thermogram of MN exhibited a
characteristic curve of a crystalline anhydrous substance with
a sharp endothermic peak. However, when MN was loaded
into the films, no endothermic peak was detected, suggesting
that it was either molecularly dispersed in the polymeric
matrix or transformed from the crystalline to the amorphous
state (47,48). An alternative reason for the absence of the
MN peak may be the low concentration of MN in the film,
which is probably not detected by DSC analysis. It has been
reported that this method is generally unable to detect
crystallinity below 2% (49). However, a previous work did
detect the MN peak at a concentration of 0.4 mg (1.3 mg
sample of solvent deposition with 1:2 ratio MN-lactose) (20).

Thermograms of the CH-MN and PC-MN formulations
exhibited endothermic events around 50°C as a result of loss
of solvent used to prepare the films and/or moisture
evaporation. CH:HPMC-MN films showed an endothermic
peak at 45°C, also, while CH-PC-MN films exhibited a broad
endothermic peak at 245°C, probably due to polymer
decomposition (6). The X-ray studies were in concordance
with our DSC analysis showing that MN is in an amorphous
state in the films or that the MN concentration into the films
is below the detection limit (49). Thus, three possibilities may
be occurring: (a) MN is in a crystalline state, but its low
concentration is not detected neither by DSC nor X-ray
techniques; (b) MN reduced partially its crystallinity during
the film formulation; or (c) MN was transformed from the
crystalline to the amorphous state. As reported, the amor-
phous state of a drug leads to high-energy drug solid state
resulting in enhanced solubility and dissolution rate. In this
work, a tendency in the MN dissolution rate from these
polymeric films was clearly observed. Additionally, it has
been reported that several drugs have improved their
dissolution rate simply by enhancing their wettability (50).
Moreover, many of the carriers may have some wetting
properties, hence it is reasonable to suggest that improved
wetting may lead to a reduced drug agglomeration and
consequently an increased surface area and an improved
MN dissolution rate (50). MN release rate decreased when
CH was mixed with PC or HPMC forming polymeric matrices
and lowering, as a consequence, the drug release from such
matrices. As expected, formulation of films based on a single
polymer (PC, HPMC, or CH) increased the drug dissolution
rate as a combination, probably, of high swelling degree and
the absence of any barrier. The inhibition growth halos of all
three, CH, CH-PC, and CH-HPMC, loaded with MN were
higher than those produced by raw MN and by unloaded
films. It should be noted that unloaded CH-based films
exhibited certain antifungal activity that may be attributed
to the known antimicrobial properties of CH. In contrast,
neither PC nor HPMC showed activity against Candida
cultures. These results suggest that films based on PC and
HPMC inhibited the growth of the yeasts as a consequence of
the effective MN release. In contrast, CH-based films were
able to inhibit Candida growth by the combination of two
factors: the drug released from such formulations and the
antimicrobial properties of the polymer.

CONCLUSIONS

In this work, MN mucoadhesive films based on CH, PC,
HPMC, CH-CP, and CH-HPMC were successfully developed
and characterized. Based on the analysis carried out, PC films
showed poor elasticity, elongation, tensile strength, adhesive-
ness, high swelling index, and fast disintegration. Films based
on CH presented low tensile strength, high thickness, and fast
disintegration due to their high swelling index. In addition,
films based on HPMC showed good mechanical properties
but high swelling index and lower antifungal activity than
CH-based films. Regarding the films based on mixtures of
polymers, it was observed that CH-PC presented high
thickness and low elongation, probably due to the strong
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ionic interactions between film former polymers, while CH-
HPMC film was the most appropriate formulation in terms of
folding endurance, mechanical properties, and adhesiveness.
It was possible to confirm a direct correlation between the
polymeric interactions analyzed by IR and the surface
morphology observed by SEM. The release of MN from the
films was faster than raw MN, probably due to a reduction of
the crystalline state of MN into the films or an improvement
in drug wettability which may lead to a reduced drug
agglomeration and a consequent increased dissolution rate.
It was also confirmed that films based on PC and HPMC
inhibited the growth of the Candida assayed as a consequence
of the effective MN release while CH-based films were able to
inhibit the growth of the yeasts by the combination of two
factors: MN release and the CH known antimicrobial
properties.
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