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F. RODRIGO GONZÁLEZ1, PABLO E. ORTIZ1,2*, SOFÍA D'HIRIART3,4 AND J. PABLO JAYAT3,4

New record of the Andean cat 
in the Puna of Jujuy province, 
north-western Argentina
In the last decade, there has been a remarkable growth in the knowledge of the 
habits and behaviour of the Andean Cat Leopardus jacobita. This cat is mainly re-
stricted to the Andean highlands. Most of the records from north-western Argenti-
na are based on indirect evidences. We provide a new record from Jujuy province 
based on photographs and a video of one of two cats seen in this area. We observed 
the cat moving across rocky outcrops exhibiting a hunting behaviour during day-
light hours. This filmic record is a valuable contribution for the promotion of the 
conservation of this species.

nia (Novaro et al. 2010). Most of the records 
in north�western Argentina are geographi�
cally dispersed and consist mainly of indirect 
evidences of the species (Scrocchi & Halloy 
1986, Perovic et al. 2003, Díaz & Barquez 
2007, Lucherini & Merino 2008, Reppucci et 
al. 2011, Cuyckens 2013). Here, we provide 
a new record of this elusive felid: the o�ser�
vation of two specimens in Puna environ�
ments in Jujuy Province, Argentina. One of 
the individuals was filmed (http://proyungas.

org.ar/?p=2816; https://www.youtu�e.com/
watch?v=JHU0v_L8r5U; Supporting Online 
Material SOM Video V1) and photographed 
(Fig. 1) for at least 40 minutes while it showed 
a hunting �ehaviour. The new record was o��
tained on 24 April 2014 �etween 14:15 h and 
14:55 h local time near Guayrazul, a small 
settlement on the high Andean plateau 
(22°56' S / 66°16' W, 4,100 m elevation). At 
first, we could o�serve the two individuals 
moving across grasslands situated along the 
�anks of a permanent watercourse. Later, 
one of the individuals immediately walked 
away, �ut the second one was calmer, �e�
having without realising our presence. This 
specimen could �e photographed and filmed 
from a distance of 15 or 20 m on a rocky hill�
side in which it easily clim�ed, showing �e�
haviour of searching and stalking. The speci�
men did not show any sign of �eing afraid 
of our presence, �eing always focused on 
its hunting activity, moving easily on a steep 
rocky slope. At a distance of a�out 30 m on 
the same hillside some individuals of the 
mountain vizcacha Lagidium viscacia, one of 
the main preys of the Andean cat (Walker et 
al. 2007, Reppucci 2012), could �e o�served. 
The cat explored meticulously every crack or 

Until recently one of the least known feline 
species in South America, there has �een 
an explosion of pu�lished information a�out 
the Andean cat in the last decade (Sorli et 
al. 2006, Lucherini & Merino 2008, Martínez 
et al. 2008, Reppucci et al. 2011, Reppucci 
2012, Cuyckens 2013, Tellaeche 2015). The 
species was largely considered endemic of 
highland arid environments along the central 
Andes, �ut recent sightings allowed extend�
ing its distri�ution to northernmost Patago�

short communication
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Fig. 2. Overview of the sighting place. The Andean cat was seen on the rocky outcrop on 
the right (Photo P. E. Ortiz).

Walker R. S., Novaro A. J., Perovic P., Palacios R., 
Donadio E., Lucherini M., Pia M. & López M. 
2007. Diets of three species of Andean car�
nivores in high�altitude deserts of Argentina. 
Journal of Mammalogy 88, 519�525.

Supporting Online Material SOM Video V1 is 
availa�le at www.catsg.org.

1 Facultad de Ciencias Naturales e Instituto Miguel 

Lillo, Universidad Nacional de Tucumán, Miguel 

Lillo 205, 4000 San Miguel de Tucumán, Tucumán, 

Argentina
2 Instituto Superior de Correlación Geológica IN-

SUGEO, CONICET, Miguel Lillo 205, 4000 San Mi-

guel de Tucumán, Tucumán, Argentina
3 Instituto de Ambiente de Montaña y Regiones 

Áridas IAMRA, Universidad Nacional de Chile-

cito UNdeC. CP: F5360CKB, Chilecito, La Rioja, 

Argentina
4 Instituto de Ecología Regional, Universidad Naci-

onal de Tucumán y CONICET, CC 34, 4107 Yerba 

Buena, Argentina

 *<peortizchamb@gmail.com>

Fig. 1. An Andean cat noticing our presence (Photo F. R. González).

potential hiding place among the rocks, until 
he was out of sight. 
The area of the sighting is characterised �y 
sandy soils and in some places rocky out�
crops. Grassy vegetation is restricted along�
side the scarce watercourses (Fig. 2). 
Most of small felids are difficult to study in 
their natural environments. Filmic records 
constitute one of the most useful tools for un�
derstanding some aspects of their �ehaviour 
and natural history. In this context, we consi�
der our record as a valua�le document for the 
knowledge and the conservation promotion 
of this species.
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