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Recently, Tibbles et al. [1] reported that thrombo-

poietin (TPO) was capable of inducing P-selectin ex-

pression independently of calcium movements or

platelet aggregation. They also found that leukocyte–
platelet aggregates occurred after TPO cell stimulation

most probably mediated by P-selection expression.

Although they stated that they described a novel role

for TPO in platelet function and platelet–leukocyte

interactions both activities have been previously de-

scribed by several groups [2–6]. Most of the studies

showed that although TPO was not able to induce

platelet activation alone it synergized platelet re-
sponses, including P-selectin expression, triggered by

different agonists. However, Wu et al. [6] observed

that TPO alone slightly increased P-selectin membrane

surface levels and more recently Mouthon et al. [2]

showed that administration of TPO to irradiated mice

increased the number of activated platelets, i.e., those

expressing P-selectin on their membrane. Because

P-selectin is an important mediator of platelet–leuko-
cyte interactions we studied the effect of TPO on

platelet-polymorphonuclear leukocytes and we dem-

onstrated that in fact, TPO potentiated mixed aggre-

gate formation induced by thrombin. In conclusion,

the article of Tibbles et al. confirmed that the effect of

TPO on mature cells involves not only platelet

activation but also cellular interactions between

platelets and leukocytes.
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