
Herpetological Review 47(2), 2016

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION    267

Distribution, and Conservation. SSAR Contrib. Herpetol. Vol. 26, 
Ithaca, New York. 714 pp.). Research was conducted under per-
mits Resolución DE-MP-086-2010 and Dictamen DVS ICF-045-
2010, issued to JHT by the Instituto Nacional de Conservación y 
Desarrollo Forestal, Áreas Protegidas y Vida Silvestre (ICF), Co-
mayagüela, Honduras. 

MELISSA MEDINA-FLORES and JOSIAH H. TOWNSEND, Depart-
ment of Biology, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, Pennsylvania 
15705-1081, USA (e-mail: josiah.townsend@iup.edu).

VIRGINIA VALERIAE ELEGANS (Western Smooth Earthsnake) 
USA: TENNESSEE: giBson Co.: Milan Army Ammunition Plant 
(35.856937°N, 88.717230°W; NAD 83). 2 May 2015. D. A. S. Owen, 
J. P. Flaherty, K. H. Wild, and J. Clinger. Verified by A. Floyd Scott. 
David H. Snyder Museum of Zoology, Austin Peay State Univer-
sity (APSU 19603, photo voucher). New county record (Scott and 
Redmond 1996. Atlas of Reptiles in Tennessee. Austin Peay State 
University, Clarksville, Tennessee. www.apsu.edu/reptatlas; 23 
Mar 2016). Caught in an open short grass field on the edge of a 
forest, found under a cover-board. This material is based upon 
work supported by the National Science Foundation (GRFP fel-
lowship) under Grant No. DGE1255832 awarded to DASO.

DUSTIN A. S. OWEN, Intercollege Graduate Degree Program in Ecol-
ogy, Department of Biology/Department of Ecosystem Science and Man-
agement, The Pennsylvania State University, 208 Mueller Laboratory, Uni-
versity Park, Pennsylvania 16802, USA (e-mail: dasowen27@gmail.com); 
JAMES P. FLAHERTY, K. H. WILD, JONATHAN S. CLINGER, and C. M. 
GIENGER, Center of Excellence for Field Biology/Department of Biology, 
Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, Tennes see 37040, USA.

XENOPHOLIS UNDULATUS (Jensen’s Ground Snake). BRA-
ZIL: ALAGOAS: muniCiPaLity oF CamPo aLegre: Matão (9.758883°S, 

36.235833°W; WGS 84), 121 m elev. 7 August 2007. I. C. S. Ti-
burcio, B. S. Lisboa, and K. Araujo-Vieira. Verified by H. Zaher. 
Coleção Herpetológica do Museu de Zoologia da Universidade 
de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil (MZUSP 17287). This species is 
previously known from the Brazilian states of Ceará, Goiás, Ma-
ranhão, Mato Grosso do Sul, Minas Gerais, Pará, Paraná, Per-
nambuco, São Paulo, and Tocantins (Hoge and Federsoni 1975. 
Mem. Inst. Butantan 38:137–146; Cunha and Nascimento 1993. 
Bol. Mus. Para. Emílio Goeldi, sér. Zool. 9:1–191; Nogueira 2001. 
Herpetol. Rev. 32:285–287; França et al. 2008. Copeia 2008:23–38; 
Loebmann 2009. Herpetol. Rev 40:117; Ribeiro et al. 2011. Herpe-
tol. Rev 42:116) and from Paraguay (Hoge and Federsoni 1975, op. 
cit.). As in Ribeiro et al. (2011, op. cit.), our record suggests that 
this species inhabits fragments of the Northeast Atlantic Forest. 
This specimen is the first state record and the second one for the 
Atlantic Forest in northeastern Brazil. This extends the known 
distribution ca. 240 km SE from Camaragibe, Pernambuco, Bra-
zil (Ribeiro et al. 2011, op. cit.) and approximately 1040 km NNE 
from the type locality (Lagoa Santa, Minas Gerais; Jensen 1900. 
Vidensk. Medd. Naturhist. Foren. Kjöbenhavn 1899:99–111). 
Specimen collected under approved collecting license (IBAMA/
RAN 204/06).
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New Amphibian and Reptile County Records from  
Eastern South Dakota, USA

Current understanding of amphibian and reptile distribu-
tions in South Dakota is minimal compared to many other states 
in the region, and as a result, many distributional gaps exist. 
Eastern South Dakota (east of the Missouri River) was once a 
combination of mixed and tallgrass prairies with prairie pothole 
wetlands spanning much of the northern region but has since 
been modified into a landscape dominated by agriculture. The 
conversion of these prairie habitats into croplands is occurring 

at an alarming rate and is contributing to the continued loss and 
degradation of existing wetlands (Wright and Wimberly 2013). In 
addition, land formerly considered poorly suited for agriculture 
is now being removed from the Conservation Reserve Program 
and converted to row crops (e.g., corn, soybeans) for the produc-
tion of biofuels (Fargione et al. 2009). As a result of this continued 
habitat loss, regional declines in both abundance and diversity of 
species are expected.

It is clearly difficult to quantify changes in distributions when 
no baseline has been established. Ballinger et al. (2000) has 
served as the primary resource documenting species occurrenc-
es within South Dakota, and few records have been published 
since. Here, we report 17 new county records from eastern South 
Dakota that are the result of field work conducted across this 
region during 2013 and 2014. County records were determined 
by examining Ballinger et al. (2000), Platt et al. (2005), individual 
accounts published in Herpetological Review, and through ex-
amination of museum holdings. All voucher specimens were de-
posited at the Biodiversity Collections at the University of Texas 
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